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1 1 


To Mr. NICHOLS. 


Dear Six, Claybrook, Fan. 1, 1991. 


HE reſearches of Antiquaries and Topogra- 
phers are held by many people in the utmoſt 
contempt : the affectation of turning them into 
ridicule occaſionally ſupplies the drawing-room 
with amuſement when cards are out of the way: 
and there are not wanting perſons, of real learn» 
ing and good ſenſe, who condemn ſuch ſtudies as 
inconſiſtent with a taſte for polite literature. It 
muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that Topographical 
productions are ſometimes obſcure, tedious, and 
unintereſting ; for what elſe can we ſay of writ= 
ings which exhibit nothing better than the con- 
tents of terriers and pariſh-regiſters—dry genea- 
logical trees—inſcriptions from grave-ſtones— 
fac - ſimiles of old writing, together with oſtenta- 
tious diſplays and minute illuſtrations of ſeals— 
ruſty ſwords, and armorial bearings? Books of 
that deſcription furniſh but few materials for the 
gratification of liberal curioſity ; and it will rea- 


dily be granted, that they have as little connexion 
with utility, ſound knowledge, and taſte, as 


that barbarous jargon which, in the ſcholaſtic 
ages, uſurped the name of Philoſophy, I cannot, 
E Aa how- 
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however, conſider the attempts of vain Scioliſts 
to excite ridicule, at the expence of Antiquarian 
Students, in any other light than as a cover for 
ignorance; and men of true diſcernment and 
candour muſt be ſenſible of the impropriety of 
raſhly pouring contempt upon purſuits to which 
the names of Camden, Uſher, Leland, Ware, 
Dugdale, Macpherſon, Warton, and Gough, 
have added dignity and luſtre. 

A mere Antiquarian Virtuoſo, who aſpires to 
no higher praiſe than that of collecting names, 
dates, and inſcriptions, is to be eſtimated on the 
ſame ſcale of merit with ſuch as call themſelves 
Phyſiologiſts, from being in poſſeſſion of a green- 
houſe, a Hortus ficcus, and a room full of ſtuffed 
birds, ſhells, and ſtones ; or with thoſe who lay 
claim to the dignified title of Natural Philoſo- 
phers, from being capable of playing tricks with 
an electrical machine, or au air-pump. 

But to liberal and cultivated minds, the ſtudy 
of rational Topography opens a wide field, both 
of inſtruction and entertainment. It is the pro- 
vince of the Topographer to trace the hiſtory of 
Property, and the colour which the different modes 
of it have given to the complexion of the times. 
It is his province to connect antient and modern 
inſtitutions civil and eccleſiaſtical, and to compare 
their effects upon character, manners, and cuſ- 

toms; 
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toms; to add to the ſtock of biographical know- 
ledge ; to explore the curioſities of the animal, the 
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms; to illuſtrate 
the remains of genius in the fine arts; and to 
point out the monuments of antient grandeur j— 
to preſerve the remembrance of thoſe ſpots which 
have been the ſcenes of remarkable events; and to 
mark the progreſs of population, agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce. Thus the labours 
of the Parochial Antiquary may be rendered ſub- 
ſervient to public utility and refined amuſement, 
and greatly facilitate and aſſiſt the reſearches of 
the Naturaliſt, the Biographer, and the Hiſtorian. 

To this ſtudy the late Mr. WAR rox brought a 
mind frauglit with great critical acuteneſs, and 
enriched with the choiceſt ſtores of antient and 
modern learning; and he has given a ſpecimen of 
Parochial Topography, in his Hiſtory of Kidding- 
ton, which will not eaſily be excelled. Sir Jonx 
CuLLuM's Hiſtory of Hawfted may likewiſe be 


. propoſed as an excellent model for the Parochial 


Antiquary. In the former work are happily 
combined intellectual vigour, nervous language, 
and extenſive learning: in the latter, we have an 
example of patient and minute inveſtigation, at 

once inſtructive and entertaining. 
You, my Friend, have diſplayed much inge- 
nuity, and ſet a laudable example of induſtry, in 
this 


1 
this department of knowledge. The lovers of 
Antiquity are indebted to you for many a delicious 
morſel; and the BIBLIOTHECA Toro RAPHICA 
BrITANNICA will remain a laſting monument of 
your zeal to excite in the minds of your country- 


men an emulation to excel in thoſe purſuits. 


« The French,“ ſays Mr. Warton, the moſt 
lively people in Europe, and at the ſame time a 
nation of Antiquaries, have a ſtrong predileQion 
for Topography ; and they have numerous hiſtories 
of their towns and provinces, which preſerve ſome 
of the moſt agreeable pictures of their antient 
faſhions and original uſages.” There are many 
rich Antiquarian mines hitherto unexplored in 
our own country, particularly in thoſe parts of 
the iſland which ſtill retain ſome faint traces of 
the features of Druidiſm, and preſerve more lively 
pictures of Celtic Antiquity than are to be found 
in any other parts of Europe. 

It has long been matter of regret to thoſe who 
are concerned for the honour of -this County, 
that Le1cesTERSHIRE to this day remains with- 
out its legitimate Hiſtorian.” Bux ro is the 
only Author who has attempted to give the world 
a regular Hiſtory of this County: but the defects 
of that work are too obvious to be pointed out. 
You have already thrown much light on the An- 
tiquities of our County in detached publications; 

and 
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and I congratulate the Publick on the proſpect of 
ſpeedily receiving from your hands a compleat 
Hiſtory of LzicssTERSHIRE, You are poſſeſſed 
of as ample treaſures for that purpoſe as any 
County Hiſtorian could ever boaſt of; and I hear- 
tily wiſh you a continuance of health for the com- 
pletion of your deſign. A wiſh to promote the 
ſucceſs of your work ſuggeſted the firſt hint of 
the following performance; which is now pub- 
liſhed, not from any motive of literary vanity, 
nor with a view to beſpeak the public favour for 
future productions of this ſort, but to ſerve as a 
ſpecimen of the general plan on which I conceive 
a Parochial Hiſtory might be executed, and to 
furniſh others who have not particularly attended 
to ſuch ſubjects, and may be defirous of contri- 
buting to your ſtock of materials, with ſome ſort 
of clue to guide them in their enquiries. Had I 
been ambitious of Antiquarian fame, I might have 
ſelected other ſpots in Leiceſterſhire, which would 
have afforded ampler ſcope for the diſplay of the 
Writer's learning, and the gratification of the 
Reader's curioſity : but ſuch an undertaking would 
not have been conſiſtent either with my engage- 
ments or inclinations. My choice of a ſubject 
was determined by local connexion, which ſup» 
plied me with the means of information, without 
encroaching upon the time allotted to -more im- 
portant duties 
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It would be injuſtice not to acknowledge how 
very materially the following ſheets are indebted 
to your friendly corrections and judicious remarks. 
That part of the work which gives an account of 
the very early hiſtory of property in this pariſh, 
was chiefly furniſhed by yourſelf; and to ſome 
intelligent people who reſide in the pariſh, I am 
in a great meaſure indebted for what relates to 
Agriculture and ManufaQures, and for a variety 
of Biographical Anecdotes. I muſt alſo thank 
Mr. Parker for his kindneſs in furniſhing the 
Reader with a beautiful view of the Pariſh 


Church. Many particulars, you will ſee, are 


introduced into the following pages, which 
would by no means comport with the dig- 
nity of a County Hiſtory, and which cannot be 


intereſting beyond the limits of this Pariſh ; but 


the Learned Reader will be pleaſed to remember, 
that this eſſay profeſſes to riſe no higher than a 
Parochial Hiſtory ; and therefore I flatter myſelf 
that the Criticks will not think I have ſtooped 
too low in relating the proceedings of a Veſtry, 
or tranſcribing the Epitaphs in a Country Church- 
yard, 


Jam, dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble Servant, 
A. MACAULAY. 
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S pleaſantly firuared on the road between Hinckley 

and Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, It ſtands upon 
the edge of Warwickſhire, from which it is divided by 
the Watling Street Road, which is interſected by the 
Foſs Road at a place called High Croſs, about two miles 
below the church. Camden conjeclures, that High 
Croſs was the ſtation of the Bennones, or Venones, in 
the time of the Romans. He likewiſe retails the tra- 
dition, as does Burton after him, that, near the ſpot 
where Claybrook now ſtands, there was a very flouriſh- 
ing Romin city, which in the time of the Saxons 
went by the name of Cleyceſter. It ever there was ſuch 
a City, it may truly be ſaid, in the words of the Poet 
whom Camden quotes, Eiiam ipſææ periere ruine! 


There are two villages in Claybrook, the one called 
Nether Claybrook, or Great Claybrogk, the other Over 
Claybrook, or Liltle Claybrook * *, The church ſtands in 
the latter. The pariſh is populous and extenſive. Ir 
contains, beſides the two Claybrooks, the village of 
Ullcſthorpe, which is divided from Claybrook by a ſer- 
pentine brook which flows into the Soar; the lordſhip 
of Bitteſby, and the chapeliies of Wibtoft and 
Little Wigſton. 


* The former of theſe villages is indiſcriminately called 
Great Claybrook, Nether Claybrook, Lower Claybrook : the 
latter, Little Claybrook, Over Claybrook, Upper Claybrook. 
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The pariſh of Claybrook is bounded on the South 
and South-weſt by the Watling-ſtreet road, and by 
the pariſhes of Willey and Monks-kirby, in the county 
Warwick; on the Weſt and North-weſt by Monks- 
nd Burbach; on the North by Aſton Flamvile, 
„and Froleſworth; on the Eaſt by Aſhby 
Parva; and on the South-eaſt by Bitteſwell and Lut- 
terworth. . 

The greateſt length of the pariſh is about ſour 
miles; its greateſt breadth, about two miles and a 
half; and it contains about 4000 acres of land: its 
diſtance from London is 93 miles, and from the county 
town 13 miles; the diſtance from Hinckley is 7 miles, 
and from Lutterworth 4 miles. 

At the General Survey made by William the Con- 
queror, we find the following account of this place: 


7 7 7 * * * — 7 
| F ulco ten de Co. vil t. car tre inCL41BR0C.Ibi. fuer. Ix. car. 


Nẽ in dñio. 1. car. 7 11. ſerui. 7 1x. ſochi 7 1x. uitti 7 11. milit 


cũ. vi. bord hat. v. car. Valuit. x. ſot. Modo. Lv. ſolid. 


Hence it appears that Fulco, who is ranked among 
the Homines Comitis de Mellent, which denotes him one of 
the Homagers of the Earl of Mellent, was poſſeſſed under 
that Nobleman of eight carucates * of land in Claybroc, 
which at that time conſiſted of nine carucates; one of 


* Hide and Carucate are words which frequently occur in 
Domeſday Book; and Mr. Wyndham's conjecture reſpecting them 
in his Wiltſhire is, that the firſt was intended to fignify the 
valuation of the eftate, and the latter the meaſurement of the land. 
A*Carucate of land was ſo called from Caruca, a plough* a Ca- 
rucate is that quantity of land which is ſufficient to employ one 
plough. It is generally ſuppoſed to contain 120 acres, but 
ſometimes only 60: in Leiceſterſhire 12 Carucates were a Hide, 
and 48 Carucates a knight's fee, Nicuors's Hiſt, of Hinckley, 


p. 4. 
which 


— 


or CLAYBROOK. 3 


which was held in demeſne, with two bondmen “; and 
nine ſocmen, with nine viilans, and two knights, with 
ſix Bordarii, poſſeſſed five ploughs. The whole was 
valued in the time of Edward the Confeſſor at five 
ſhillings ; and at the time of the ſurvey it was worth 
torry-five ſhillings f. 

The diſtinction of Great and Little Claybrook f is 
very ancient; and may be carried with certainty as far 
back as the reign of Henry III. The Iaquiſitiones 
poſt mortem, the beſt guides for the deſcent of pro- 
perty in thoſe early times, ſhall here be exhibited. 


* The bondmen, or ſervi, were actually annexed to the ma- 
nor, and were conſidered as a portion of it; and they,overlooked 
the demr/ne, which the Lord himſelf kept in his own hands. 
Socmen were thoſe who held by a free ſocage tenure: they were 
a kind of ſarmers, who provided wheat for their teſpective Lords, 
and were originally known by the title of Cotarii, The Yilani, 
who were the originals of our preſent copyholders, held their 
lands by doing the ſervices of huſbandry on their Lord's demefne, 
which were in atter-times commuted for what is now called a 
quit-rent, Ihe Bordarii were alſo holders of land by particu- 
lar ſervices, and were required to ſupply the Maſter with poultry, 
eggs, &c, See Wyndbam's Wiltſhire, 

+ The Norman Pound was actually a pound weight of ſilver; 
it was divided into twenty ſhillings, each being equal in weight 
to three of our preſent ſhillings ; therefore, to make the above 
valuation intelligible, we muſt multiply the antient valuation by 
three, which gives the ſum of 8/, 5s. for the eight carucates, 
and brings the money of thoſe days to nearly the preſent ſterling 
ſtandard, It is ſuppoſed that money was, at that period, of ten 
times its preſent value; if ſo, the value of the eight Carucates 
was equal to 82/, 105, Wyndham's Wiltſhire, 

+ Burton could not ſay with confidence whether the Claybrooks 
were one or two diſtin manors, In the act of incloſure, which 
paſſed in 1733, mention is made of“ the manors of Claybrook 
* Magna and Claybrook Parva reſpectively;“ but not a word of 
the manerial rights. Nor were they mentioned in the Conditions 
of Sale publiſhed by Langford in 1765, after the death of 
George Bird, Eſq, which the Auctioneer would not have neg- 
lected, had he conceived the Birds to have been entitled to them. 
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In the time of Hen. III. (anno incerto ) Ernald de Bois, 
or de Bolco, gave the two manors of Claybroke (Magna 
& Parva) in tranc marriage to Nicholas de Haverſham 
of Haverſham in Bucks, with Emila his ſiſter. His 
ſeal two bars and a canton, wherein is a lion paſlant*, 

55 H. III. Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winton, de- 
ceaſed, was ſeiſed of ſixteen knights tees and an halt 
in Thorp, Claybrook, Ayimerſthorp, Busſhaby, Petling, 
and Belgrave, in com. Leic. (each worth zo marcs per 
annum); and Ernald de Bois held the fame +, 

2 E. I. Nicholas de Haverſham, deceaſed, held the 
manor of Claybroke, 1 in com. Leic.; his daughter being 
his next heir J. 

23 E. 1. John, the ſon of Ernald de Bois, gave the 
—.— of Claibroke to the nunnery of Eaton, co. 
Warwick; and Pope Boniface VIII. gave them leave 
to appropriate it: which was done accordingly 9. 

24 E. I. the town of Cleabrooke Magna, in com. 
Leic. was held in fee of the manor of Winton; and 
the heirs 'of Nicholas de Averſham and John Lovell 
held lands there of John de Bofle ||; and John de 
Boſle of the heirs of the Earl of Winton; and the 
heirs, of the King ; by the ſervice of two parts of 
one knight's fee J. 

24 E. I. the town of Cleabrooke Parva, in com. 
Leic. was held in fce of the manor of Winton; and 
John Lovel held lands there of John de Bois; and 
John de Bois, of Alexander Comin, Earl of Boughan ; 
and the Earl of Boughan, of the King; by the ſervice 
of a-third part of one knight's fee *. 


* Burton, pp. 71, 74. 

+ Eſc. 55 H. III. 1270. Ne 36, Leic. 

f 2 E. I. 1273, Eſch. 2 N* zo. 

$ Rot. 23 E. I. 1294, et Membr, penes Decan. & Cap de 
Lichf, 

Bois, in Burton, 

«| Inq. 24 E. I. 1296, in Scace. 

** Inq, 24 E. I. 1290, in Scacc. 


34 E. I. 


or CI. AY B RO Ok. p 


34 E. I. James de la Zouche “, deceaſed, held the 
manor of Claybroc in com. Leic. (which was of the 
inheritance of Maud his wife) of maſter William de 
Bois, by the ſervice of a quarter of a Knight's fee, and 
two appearances of the view of franc pledge in the 
manor of Weſton +. 

7 E. II. William Lord Zouch of Harringworth 
was Lord of the manor here in the time of King E. 1I. 
for which he obtained a charter of free warren, which 
he ſeems to have had in right of Maud his wife, 
daughter and heir of Sir John Lovell, knight, and 
Iſabell his wife, one of the daughters and coheirs of 
Ernald de Bois 7. 

2 Nov. 7 E. II. the King granted to William la 
Souche and Maud his wife, and their heirs, liberty 
of free warren in all their demeſne lands at Clay- 


. brook, in com. L. eic. 8 


19 E. III. William la Zouch had a licence for amor- 
tizing of ſeveral meſſuages and virgates lying in Clei- 
broke and Leire in this county, for the maintenance of 
two prieſts to ſing mals daily in the chapel of Weſton, 
for the health of his ſoul, and for the ſouls of his 
father and mother, and of William Danetr, with the 
anceſtors and heirs of the ſaid Wilham Zouch and 
William Danett, and the ſouls of all the faithful 
deceaſed ||. . 

20 E. III. Sir William de la Planke ©, knight, de- 
ceaſed, held the manor of Claybrok, with he ap- 
purtenances, in com. Leic. of William la Zouch of 


; Haringworth, by homage and foreign ſervice ; William 


his ſon being his next heir, and now aged... . **, 


* Plaunche, alio exemp. 
+ 34 E. I. 1305, Eſch. 34 E. I. Ne 36. Leic. 
f MS. Chetwynd ; Cart. 2 E. II. n. 27, 1313. 
$ Nov. 20, 7 E. II. 1313. Cart. 7 E. II. Ne 27. 
| Fragment Chetw, Pat. 19 K. III. p. 1. n. 19. 
& Plaunk, alio exemp. 
*# Eſc, 10 E. III. 1336. W 39, Leic, 
B 3 20 E. III. 
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20 E. III. William la Zouch, by reaſon of the mi- 
nority of the ſon and heir of William la Plaunche 
(on the aid then granted for knighting Edward of 
Woodſtoc, the king's youngeſt ſon) was aſſeſſed 108. 
for a quarter of one knight's fee in Claybroke, in com. 
Leic. part of the honor of Winton. At the ſame time, 
Thomas la Zouch, on the ſame occaſion, was aſſeſſed 
6s. 8d. for a fixth part of one knight's fee in Claybrooke, 
in com. Leic. parcel of the honor of Winton *, 

21 E. III. William de la Plaunche held one 
meſſuage, one carucate of land, one windmill, and 
ten marcs rent, with the appurtenances, at Claybrok, 
in com. Leic, of William la Zouch of Haringworth, 
by the ſervice of a quarter of one knight's fee ; 
Katherine and Joan | de la Plaunche] being his daugh- 
ters and next heirs +, 

4 R. II. Hugh Tyrell, knight, held the manor of 
Claybrok, in com. Leic. { 

5 R. II. William la Zouch of Haringworth, knight, 
deceaſed, ' held the manor of Claybrok, in com Leic. 
of the honor of Winton 8. I 

11 R. II. Henry de Ferrars of Groby, Knight, de- 
ceaſed, held certain lands in Claybroke, in com. Leic. 
called the fee of Nicholas de Haverſham ; which Wil- 
liam la Zouch of Haringworth holds ||. 

19 R. II. William la Zouche of Haringworth, knight, 
deceaſed, was ſeiſed of half a knight's fee in Nether 
Claybrook, in com. Leic. which Sir Bernard Broket 
holds; as alſo of the fifth part of the manor of Clay- 
broke; which 1s held of de Beaumont, by 
knight's ſervice, as of the honor of Winton J. 


* Rot, Aux. 20 E. III. 1346. 

+ Eſc. 21 E. III. 1347. NY 38, Leic. 
t Eſc. 4 R. II. 1380. Ne 54, Leic. 
Eſc. 5 R. II. 1381. Ne 62, Leic. 
[| Eſc. 11 R. II. 1387. Ne 26, Leic. 
Eſc. 19 R. II. 1395, Ne 5, Leie. 


22 R. II. 


II. 
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22 R. II. Katherine wife of Bernard Brocat, knight, 
deceaſed, held the manor of - Nether Claybroke, in 
com. Leic. of William la Zouche, knight, by knight's 
ſervice; and Elizabeth, fiſter of the ſaid Katherine, 
was her next heir, aged 40 *, 

2 H. V. William la Zouche, knight, deceaſed, was 
ſeiſed of the manor of Claybrok, in com. Leic. and 
held it of the Lord Beaumont +. 

7 H. V. William Lord Zouch, knight, deceaſed, 
was ſeiſed of the manor of Claybroke, with the appur- 
tenances, in com. Leic. held of the Lord Beaumont . 

2 H. VI. Elizabeth Lady Clynton, deceaſed, was 
ſeiſed of the manor of Clay broke, in com. Leic. held 
of the Lord Zouche 5. 

4 H. VI. Elizabeth wife of William la Zouch, 
knight, deceaſed, was ſeiſed in dower of a third part 
of the manor of Claybrok Parva, in com. Leic. held of 


the heir of the Earl of Winton ||. 


23 H. VI. Ifabell, rhe wife of Walter Strickland, 
deceaſed, held no lands of the King in capite; bur 
a certain fee was levied 20 H. VI. between John Mark- 
ham and Thomas Stokedale plaintiffs, and Walter and 
Iſabell Strickland, aforeſaid, defendants, inter alia, 
touching two parts of the manor of Claybroke, in com. 


Leic. called the Lady Clynton's manor, which were 
held of the Lord Zouch; and Richard Strickland was 


her ſon and heir N. 


36 H. VI. Richard Strickland, eſq. deceaſed, held 
no lands of the King in capite; but a certain fine was 
evied 7 H. Vl. between Walter Strickland, efq. and 
Iſabel his wiſe, plaintiffs, and John Barton, junior, 
and others, defendants, touching two parts of the 


* Eſc. 22 R. II. 1398, Ne 8, Leic. 
+ Eſc. 3 H. V. 1415. N' 46, Leic. 
4 . H. V. 14%. NC og, Leic. 
d Etc, 2 H. VI. 1423. N“ 56, Leic, 
| Eſc. 4 H. VI. 1428. N 7. Leic. 
Eſc. 23 H VI. 1444. 
8 4 manor 
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manor of Claybrook, in com. Leic. called Lady Clin- 
5 ton's manor; which were held of William Lord Zouch; 
1604 and Walter Strickland, eſq. {{un of Thomas Strickland, 
l knight, brother of Walter, father of Richard) was 
his couſin and next heir “. 

36 H. VI. Edward de Grey, knight, Lord Ferrers cf 
Fl (Groby, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of one fee in Claybroke, 
ji in com. Leic. which Nicholas de Haverſham held +. 

6 E. IV. William Lucy, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of the 
manor of Cleybroke Magna, with the appurtenances, 
in com. Leic. held of the Lord Zouch, as of his manor 
of Weſton; and William Lucy was his ſon and heir. 

8 E. IV. William la Zouch, knighr, Lord Zouch 
and Seymoure, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of the manor of 
Cleybrok, in com. Leic. held of the King 5. 

At an inquiſition taken at Leiceſter, 28 Oct. 3 Jac. J. 
it appeared, that George Cope, deceaſed, was ſeiſed 
of the reverſion of the ſite of the manor or capital 
meſſuage of the manor of Over-Cleybroke, in com. 
Leic.; alſo of ſeven virgats of land (containing eighty 
acres of land) twenty acres of meadows, and one hun- 
dred acres of paſture, in Over-Cleybroke; alſo of 
three meſſuages and three virgats cf land in Over-Cley- 
brook; and that they were held of the King, by the 
ſervice of a fortieth part of one knight's fee, as of the 
honor of Winton; ard tnat he died 16 Dec. 39 Eliz. 
and that John Cope, gent. was his ſon and heir, then 
aged eleven months |. 

Anthony Faunt, Gentleman, it appears by a MS note 
in Burton's own copy of his book, was in 1638 © the 
late Lord of Little-Claibroke.” 


7 7 . * : 
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Eſc. 36 H. VI. 1457. 

+ Eſc. 30 H. VI. 1457 ; 

t Eſc 6 E. IV. 1466. N' 30, Leic, 
& Eſc. 8 E. IV. 1468. Ne 53, Leic, 
Eic. 3 Jac, I. OR, 28, 1605. 
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Burton traces the inheritance of the manor of the 
two Claybrooks to Ernaldus de Boſco, or de Bois “, by 
whom they were given to John his ſecond ſon, whoſe 
ſon Ernald + de Bois in the reign of Henry III. gave 
them in frank marriage to Nicholas de Haverſham with 
Emma his ſiſter. Nicholas de Haverſham left only two 
daughters and heireſſes; Maud, married to Sir James 
de la Planch, knight; and Joan to William de la Planch. 
This was in the reign of Edward II. From the above 
perions the genealogy of the Lords of the Manor is 
brought down to the reign of Elizabeth, when it cane 
by deſcent to Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, in War- 
wick({hire, who, 17 Hen. VIII. gave it to his fon Tho- 
mas, by whom, Burton ſays, it was fold to Sir George 
Turpin, who diſperſed it among the tenants; in whole 
right (lays a writer in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
1789, p. 2c.) it now perhaps remains, as the pariſhio- 
ners have not conſtuuted any perſon to hold it in truſt 
for them. | | 

Whoever may be at preſent entitled to take upon 
them the manerial rights, it is certain that Claybrook 
{till pays ſuit and ſervice to the court at Weſton in 
Arden , a hamlet beloning to the pariſh of Bulking- 

ton, 


* The pedigree of De Bois is minutely given both by Burtou 
and Dugdale; whence it appears that they were once a powerful 
family, and poſſeſſed very confiderabl: property, both in War- 
wickſhire and Leiceſte-{hire, in the reign of Henry III. 

+ There were four Ernalds of this family in lineal deſcent ; 
and Thorpe Ernald, a village in this county, derives its name from 
them, 

t The manor of Weſton in Arden paſſed from the family of 
Bois to that of Zouch, and thence, through Davenport, Buck- 
nam, and Yelverton, to the Stoughtons: and by one of theſe, 
perhaps Sir Chriſtopher Yelverton, the manerial rights of Clay- 
brook were unalienably veited in the lordſhip of Weſton, which 
had formerly enjoyed the privilege only of holding the court-leer, 
A moiety of the lordſhip of Weſton was purchated by Anthony 

toughton, eſq. about 100 years ſince; from whom it came to 
Colonel ſames Money, of Pisford, Northamptoaſhire, by mar- 
riage with a daughter of the above Mr, Stoughton, whoſe only 


ſon, 


| 
| 
| 
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manor of Claybrook, in com. Leic. called Lady Clin- 
ton's manor; which were held of William Lord Zouch; 
and Walter Strickland, eſq. (ſen of Thomas Strickland, 
knight, brother of Walter, father of Richard) was 
his couſin and next heir *, 

36 H. VI. Edward de Grey, knight, Lord Ferrers cf 
(Groby, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of one fee in Claybroke, 
in com. Leic. which Nicholas de Haverſham held 4. 

6 E. IV. William Lucy, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of the 
manor of Cleybroke Mayna, with the appurtenances, 
in com. Leic. held of the Lord Zouch, as of his manor 
of Weſton; and William Lucy was his fon and heir}. 

8 E. IV. William la Zouch, knighr, Lord Zouch 
and Seymoure, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of the manor of 
Cleybrok, in com. Leic. held of the King 5. 

At an inquiſition taken at Leiceſter, 28 Oct. 3 Jac. TI. 


it appeared, that George Cope, deceaſed, was ſeiſed 


of the reverſion of the fite of the manor or capital 
meſſuage of the manor of Over-Cleybroke, in com, 
Leic.; alſo of ſeven virgats of land (containing eighty 
acres of land) twenty acres of meadows, and one hun- 
dred acres of paſture, in Over-Cleybroke; alſo of 
three meſſuages and three virgats cf land in Over-Cley- 
brook; and that they were held of the King, by the 
ſervice of a fortieth part of one knight's fee, as of the 
honor of Winton; ard tnat ke died 16 Dec. 39 Eliz. 
and that John Cope, gent, was his ſon and heir, then 
aged eleven months ||. | 

Anthony Faunt, Gentleman, it appears by a MS note 
in Burton's own copy of his book, was in 1638 * the 
late Lord of Little Claibroke.“ 


® Fſc. 36 H. VI. 1457. 

+ Eſc. 36 H. VI. 1457. 

t Eſc 6 E. IV. 1466. N' zo, Leic. 
& Eſc, 8 E. IV. 1468, N? 51, Leic, 
Eic. 3 Jac, I. OR, 28, 1605. 
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Burton traces the inheritance of the manor of the 
two Claybrooks to Ernaldus de Boſco, or de Bois “, by 
whom they were given to John his ſecond ſon, whoſe 
ſon Ernald + de Bois in the reign of Henry III. gave 
them in frank marriage to Nicholas de Haverſham with 
Emma his ſiſter. Nicholas de Haverſham left only two 
daughters and heireſſes; Maud, married to Sir James 
de la Planch, kuight; and Joan to William de la Planch. 
This was in the reign of Edward II. From the above 
perions the genealogy of the Lords of the Manor is 
brought down. to the reign of Elizabeth, when it cane 
by deſcent to Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, in War- 
wickſhire, who, 17 Hen. VIII. gave it to his fon Tho- 
mas, by whom, Burton ſays, it was fold to Sir George 
Turpin, who diiperſed it among the tenants; in whole 
right (ſays a writer in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
1789, p. 2c.) it now perhaps remains, as the parilhio- 
ners have not conſtuuted any perſon to hold it in truſt 
for them. | 

Whoever may be at preſent entitled to take upon 
them the manerial rights, it is certain that Claybrook 
ſtill pays ſuit and ſervice to the court at Weſton iu 
Arden , a hamlet beloning to the pariſh of Bulking- 

ton, 


*The pedigree of De Bois is minutely given both by Burton 
and Dugdale; whence it appears that they were once a powerful 
family, and poſſeſſed very confiderable property, both in War- 
wickſhire and Leiceſte-ſhire, in the reign of Henry III. 

+ There were four Ernalds of this family in lineal deſcent ; 
and Thorpe Ernald, a village in this county, derives its name from 
them, 

t The manor of Weſton in Arden paſſed from the family of 
Bois to that of Zouch, and thence, through Davenport, Buck- 
nam, and Yelverton, to the Stoughtons: and by one of theſe, 
perhaps Sir Chriſtopher Yelverton, the manerial rights of Clay- 
brook were unalienably veſted in the lordſhip of Weſton, which 
had formerly enjoyed the privilege only of holding the court-leer, 
A moiety of the lordſhip of Weſton was purchated by Anthony 
Stoughton, eſq. about 100 years ſince; from whom it came to 
Colonel fames Money, of Pisford, Northamptonſhire, by mar- 
riage with a daughter of the above Mr, Stoughton, whoſe only 

ſon, 
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ton, in Warwickſhire, in which there are five hamlets 
beſides. Dugdale takes notice, that, in the records he 
had conſulted, Weſton had not only the priority in 
rank over the other hamlets, but that even Bulkington 
nfelf was accounted a member of it; “ the reaſon 
% whereof,” adds he, “ can be no other than that the 
lord of them all had his manor-houſe here, where the 
Jeet being kept, not only the inhabitants of the other 
villages met, but from other places both in this county 
and Leiceſterſhire, which were the Lord Zouche's lands; 
viz. Clifton, Brownſover, Bulkington, Ryton, and Wib- 
toft, in the county of Warwick, with Ulleſthorp, Clay- 
brook, and Elmelthorpe, in Leiceſterſhire, as by court 
rolls in Henry the Sixth's time I have ſeen.” 

The compulſory proceſs to which the above mentioned 
writer alludes was not carried on againſt any of the Clay- 
brook people, but againſt two farmers in the hamlet of 
Wibtoft, who were made to pay dear for their diſobedi- 
ence. I believe, indeed, that the inhabitants of Claybrook 


for, James Money, efq. of Fanley near Roſs, in Herefordſhire, is 
the preſent poſſeſſur. The other moiety was purchaſed of Anne 
Yelverton, only daughter of Sir Chriſtopher Yelverton, Knight, 
by Sir Richard Samuel, who, in the year 1696, fold it to John 
Hayward, eſq. whoſe grandſon, Richard Hayward, eſq. is the 
preſent owner thereof, with the manſon houſe, where the court 
has been conſtantly kept ſince the reign of Queen Elizabeth, as 
appears by court and ſuit rolls now in their poſſeſſion, 

One difficulty, however, ſtill remains. Burton traces the inhe- 
ritance of the nianor, as above, to Sir George Turpin, by whom 
it was diſperſed among the tenants.” It appears alſo by Dug- 


date, vol. I. p. 525, that “Sir Thomas Lucy poſſeſſed it 17 


Hen. VIII. and then bequeathed it to his fon Thomas, with re- 
mainder to his ſon Edmund.” Thus far appears under Charle- 
cote; but it is further ſtated by Dugdale, p. 61, that Claybrooke, 
Uileſthorpe, and Wibtoft, were all members of the manor of 
Weſton in Arden; which aroſe originally from their having one 
common owner, Ernald de Bois, whoſe reſidence was at Welton 
where the leet being formerly and till kept, the inhabitants of 
the other villages have been accuſtomed for time immemorial to 
aſſemble. 

wiſh 


— 
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wiſh to ſhake off the ſhackles of Weſton Court; but 
the fine which they pay is too trifling to render it worth 
their while to conteſt the matter, while the iſſue remains 
doubtful. Mr. Dicey, the owner of Claybrook-hall, 
and of a conſiderable eſtate in the pariſh, has never ac- 
knowledged any lord of the manor of Clay brook; and, 
whether from prudence or politeneſs, the Lords of 
Weſton-Court have hitherto waved the demand of any 
acknowledgement either from Mr. Dicey or from the 
Vicar. | 


Little Claybrooke * is a ſmall neat village upon the 
turnpike road, containing only ten houſes, among which 
are the parſonage-houſe, and the manſion-houſe of 
Thomas. Dicey, eſq.; which goes by the name of 
Claybrook-Hall. The lordſhip of Little Claybrook 
contains about 430 acres; it was incloſed by articles of 
private agreement in 1681, and the names of the pro- 
prietors of the open fields at the time of the incloſure 
were as follows; William Byrd, eſquire, the Rev. Samuel 
Byrd Vicar of Claybrook, William Wright, George 
Page, and Thomas Page, yeomen, of Claybrook Parva, 
Frances Bradgate of Ulleſthorpe, widow, guardian to 
her ſon Samuel Bradgate, Alice Bradgate of London, 
widow, Thomas Morris of Ulleſthorpe, yeoman, Tho- 


* Claybroke Parva eſt de feodo de Winton, et Johannes 
© Lovell tenet dictam villam de Johanne de Bois, & Johannes de 
© comite de Bouhan, & comes de rege per tertiam partem 1 
* feodi militis,” See Burton, p. 71 ; from an Extract of an old 
Roll temp. Edward I. 

© There were a great many manors in Leiceſterſhire which held 
« of the honour of Wincheſter, in conſequence of an Earl of 
% Wincheſter having married one of the coheireſſes of an earl 
* of Leiceſter. Roger Earl of Wincheſter, who died in the 
„ 48th of Henry III. had a daughter named Elizabeth, who 
« was married to Comin Earl of Bucquan in Scotland (called 
Comes de Bouhan in the above-mentioned roll); by which 
* marriage the Bucquan or Bouhan family obtained large poſſeſſi - 
© ons in Leiceſterſhire,” Ibid, 


mas 
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mas Goddard of Claybrook Magna, yeoman, Henry 
Morris of Newnham Paddox, in Warwickſhire, Thomas 
and Mary Stretton of Wibtoft, and Richard Paſſett. 

The following perſons had, at the ſame time, one 
cow-common apiece in this lordſhip, in right of their 
re ſpective cottages, William Earl of Denbigh, John 
Sawbridge, Rice Palmer, Richard Wells, and jonathan 
Rlockley ; all the common and waſte ground was 
claimed by William Byrd, eſquire: and a piece of land, 
containing one acre, one rood, and fix perches, was 
then held in truſt, for the benefit of the pariſh, by the 
following perſons; Ralph Winterton the younger, of 
Wibtoft, William Wakefield, gentleman, af Wibtoft, 
John Clarke of Wigſton Parva, yeoman, Thomas God- 
dard of Claybrook Magna, William Webſter the 
vounger, and Thomas Short, both of Claybrook 
Magna, yeomen, William Wrighr, Thomas Page, 
John Poole, Francis Perkins, Richard Garret, and 
George Cowdell. The yearly rent of the above piece 
of land at that time was eight ſhillings; the preſent 
rent is one pound nine ſhillings a year, which has been 
appropriated for upwards of 70 years towards repairing 
the pariſh church, as appears by the church-wardens 
books; but by what means it came originally to be ap- 
plied to that purpoſe, I am not able to diſcover, 

When the original articles of incloſure were con- 
firmed by act of parliament in 1733, we find the rum- 
ber of proprietors in this lordſhip conſiderably reduced, 
Their names were as follow; William Earl of Denbigh 

grandſon of the Earl who was a proprietor at the time 
of the incloſure, and father of the preſent Lord Den- 
bizh), the reverend William Byrd Vicar of the pariſh, 
Thomas Byrd, eſquire, Thomas Stretton, John Saw— 
bridge, Thomas Sawbfidge, Thomas Goddard, Richard 
Wells, ard Richard Groocock, junior. The preſent 
proprietors, 1790, are I. ord Denbigh, the honourible 
Mrs. Leigh, Thomas Dicey, eſquire, the Reverend 
Donald Mack innon vicar of Claybrook, 'Thomas Groo- 
cock, 
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cock, yeoman, William Gilbert, yeoman, Mrs. Porter, 
and —— Boſs, John Andrews, and the Widow Blockley. 

The annual rent of the lands and houſes in the lord- 
ſhip of Claybrook Parva, including the glebe and 
tythes, is rated by the overſeers of the poor, in their 
aſſeſſments, at the ſum of five hundred and forty pounds, 
ten ſhillings; and the poor- rates amount to a ſhilling in 
the pound, communibus aunis. 


The lordſhip of Great Claybrook * was incloſed by 
articles of private agreement in 1694, at which time 
the following perſons were proprietors in the open 
fields; Baſil Earl of Denbigh, the Reverend Lionel 
Legat, vicar, William Byrd, Eſquire, Joſeph Proctor, 
of Coton in Northamptonſhire, Gent. Richard Turvile, 
of Lilbourn in Northamptonſhire, Gent. William Stareſ- 
more, of Froleſworth, Gent. Simon Neal, of Dunton 
Baſſett, miller, John Goddard, of Claybrook Magna, 
William Webſter, William Thornton, John Smart, 
John Thorpe, Thomas Short, Jervas Heywood, Wil- 
liam Frone, John Wright, Richard Baſſett, Samuel 
Abbot, William Stretton, William Pratt, James Parker, 
all yeomen of Claybrook Magna, Jane Smart, of 
Claybrook Magna, Gabriel Sleerh, of Gilmorton, and 
Daviel Wright, of Much Aſhby. 

When the incloſure was ratified by act of parliament, 
in 1733, the names of the proprietors were as follows ; 
William Earl of Denbigh, the Reverend William Byrd, 
vicar of Claybrook, Thomas Byrd, Eſquire, John 
Wright, the daughter and coheirs of Thomas Murral, 
Thomas Goddard, William Webſter, John Baſſett, the 
truſtees of John Smart, deceaſed, Robert Prinſepp, 
John Hackett, William Thornton, Jane Short, and 
Thomas Short, William Hands, Clerk, the coheirs of 


* « Claybroke Magna eſt de feodo Winton ; & heredes Ni. 
e cholai de Haverſham et Johannes Lovell tenent dictam villam 
de Johanne de Boſco, et Johannes de heredibus de Winton, et 
«* heredes de rege per duas partes 1 feodi militis.“ Rot. temp, 
Edw. I. 

| Samuel 
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Samuel Abbot, John Andrews, William Frone, and 0 
Elizabeth Burford. h 
The preſent proprietors (1790) are, Baſil Earl of 
Denbigh, the Honourable Mrs. Leigh, the Reverend MW f 
Donald Mackinhon, vicar, Thomas Dicey, Eſquire, th 
Thomas Maſon, Eſquire, of Stratford upon Avon, the a1 
Reverend John Warden, the Reverend Richard. Wil- £6 
fon, —— Prinſepp, Eſquire, of Croxall, Staffordſhire, p 
Miſs Wright, John Haynes, gent, William Gilbert, 
gent. Mr. Thomas Groocock, Mr. William Martin, at 
Mr. John Martin, Nethercote, Beamiſh, of 
Mr. Thomas Pridmore, Mr. John Andrews, Mr. John 1 0 
| Fawkes, Mr. William Harrold, —— Hanſon, Mr. tt 
i 1 Sawbridge, Mr. Thomas Nixon, Mr. Daniel 
1 ull, 


| Penford, William Oram, Bryan IIſon, Ir 
if Thomas Campion. | : tr 
There are ten acres of land in this lordſhip, known E 
. by the name of The Poors Plott, which by the act of di 
} incloſure were aſſigned to be held in truſt for the bene- in 
i fir of the poor of Claybrook Magna, and the profits th 
f to be diſpoſed of among them as the freeholders ſhould tt 
| think fit. There are likewiſe about ſixteen acres and a by 
1 half in this lordſhip, held in truſt for the benefit of the of 
1 whole pariſh, of which the annual rent is nine pounds, L 
| twelve ſhillings *, which ſum is appropriated to the ni 
# repairs of the pariſh church, as is alſo the rent of a {x 


ten ſhillings a year. Theſe two ſums, added to the is 


| 

{| 

9 little piece of land in the ſame lordſhip, amounting to to 
| rent of a ſmall cloſe in Claybrook Parva (of which WW th 


i mention has already been made), make the annual I. 
if amount of the profits, ariſing from the church-lands, g 
4 .eleven pounds, eleven ſhillings. This ſum is regularly rc 
| - accounted for, by the church-wardens, to the veſtry, in cl 


Eaſter-week; and it has enabled them frequently to paſs MW V 
their accounts without being obliged to alk for a levy, ne 


* The Truſtees of the church lands have lately determined 
to raiſe the rent of this ground: the laſt advance was made in 

1761, amounting to two pounds twelve ſhillings, ni 
or 
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or at leaſt with fo ſmall a baſance in their favour as to 
have been liquidated by a very moderate aſſeſſment. 

The annual rent of the lands and houſes in the lord- 
ſhip of Great Claybrook is rated, in the levy-book of 
the overſeers of the poor, at near a thouſand pounds; 
and the poors rate is from 18. 6d. to 28. in the pound, 
communibus annis; the county rates, and conſtables ex- 
pences, being included in that aſſeſſment. 

Though the two Clay brooks have ſeparate poor - rates 
and overſeers, they are both ſubject to the juriſdiction 
of one conſtable; and the land-tax in both lordfhips is 


collected by the ſame aſſeſſors: the annual ſum paid by 


them, at 45 in the pound, amounts to 1921. 1cs.* 

I have already obſerved, that the hiſtory of the 
manor or manors of the two Claybrooks cannot be 
traced with certainty lower than the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. There was formerly in Claybrook a conſi- 
derable family of the name of Byrd, who, I have been 
informed, about ſixty or ſeventy years ago, poſſeſſed 
the greateſt part of both the lordſhips; but whether 
they were lords of the manor at any time, I have not 
been able to diſcover; it appears indeed, from the act 
of incloſure, that the common and waſte ground in 
Little Claybrook, which the lords of Weſton Court 
now claim as their own, was claimed by the Byrd 
family a hundred years ago; but how that claim came 
to be relinquiſhed by their ſucceffors, or at what period, 
is uncertain, There is a lofty grove of elms cloſe to 


the Church of Claybrook, which marks the village of 


Little Claybrook at the diſtance of many miles. This 
grove, Which has long been the favourite reſidence of 
rooks, and which adds a very ſuitable ſolemnity to the 
church»yard ſcenery, is claimed by the Lords of 
Weſton Court as their property; and it is hoped that 
neither the preſent lords, nor their ſucceſſors, will ever 
be cruel enough to diſpoſſeſs their cawing tenants, nor 


There reſides at Great Claybrook a very ingenious mecha- 
nick, whoſe name is William Hacket, 
I ſhew 
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. thew themſelves ſo devoid of taſte as to ſtrip this grove: 


of its honours, 

But to return to the Byrds: I can trace this family no 
farther back than 1681, at which period the repreſenta- 
tive of it was William Byrd“, eſquire, who had been 
bred to the bar, and was a counſellor. His ſon Thomas 
Byrd, eſquire, who ſucceeded to the eſtate about the 
beginning of the preſent century, was a very active 
man, both in the public affairs of the county, and as 
a magiſtrate; and it is ſuppoſed, that a good deal of 
his property in this pzriſh had been acquired by means 
not the molt direct and honourable +. His name is ſtill 

kept 


* It would ſeem, from the following note in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for March, 1989, p. 253, that he was the firſt of the 
family who reſided at Claybrook ; “ The manſion-houſe, not 
* the manor of Claybrook, was purchaſed by William Byrd, 
„ efquire, about 1670. and enjoyed by that familv till, on the 
« death of George Byrd, eſquire, in 1365, it was pur- 
* chaſed by Mr. Dicey.” - In 1698 William Byrd, eſq. was fined 
58. for non-appearance at Weſton-Courrt. 

+ If we may credit a pamphlet printed in February, 1714-15, 
neither the father nor ſon were then in much odour of ſanctity. 
Tn ** A Letter from a Freebolder in Leiceſterſhire to a Friend in 
« London, occaſioned by Mr. Byrd's appearing as a Candidate 
« for that County at the next Election of Members of Parlia- 
© ment, and by a Declaration of the ſaid Mr, Byrd's,” it is 
{1id, „his father was the firſt of the family of any note, who, 
from a mean pedigree and eſtate, was brought up to the law, 
as a bartiſter;” and from ſome application, little reading, and 
no modeſty, became thoroughly acquainted with that part of the 
Summum Jus which is deſervedly called Suma T-juria. By dry 
and artful infinuations he became the re/zt of the country where 
he lived, and was made guardian and truſtee for many orphans 
and widows, How he diſcharged his duty, I need not tell you, 
In we eſt omnis populi, The character left behind him, the 
eſtate he got, the ill thrving of that eſtate, the living evidences, 
I mean, the widows, orphans, and deluded unſkilful perſons, 
he wronged, ſhall ſuffice to give you an idea of that; and ſince 
he is gone to his laſt account, I have choſe_to ſpare him here as 
much as fat would let me. It is ſufficient to let you know, he 
2 left 
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kept alive in the pariſh, under the title of * Old Juſ- 
tice Byrd;” and he will long be remembered in Leiceſ- 
terſhire, 


left this Candidate of ours, his firſt-born, whom in his life- time 
(knowing his ſmall capacity) he put to a linen-draper in your 
good city, that he might at leaſt learn ſomething, and know how 
to furniſh the family with Holland, Cambrick, and Hempen, at 
the beſt hand. But Tom, a deſigning boy, thought better of 'a 
country life, and, on promiſe of good behaviour, is ſent for 
down, and married to the heireſs apparent of a rich Preſbyte- 
rian, whom (being deformed, ugly, and ill-bred,) he and his 
father ſoon diſpatched by their natural moroſity and ill-nature, 
denying her, according to contract, to uſe the Religion ſhe had 
been bred in, and ſuch like practices, though all with an intereſted 
deſign. And here I cannot forget, that part of his wife's join- 
ture was made of certain lands our Candidate's father was in 
poſſeſſion of, by aſſignment from a tenant for life, only to receive 
the rents, and pay his debts with. By this time, ſee the man 
his own maſter, his father being dead. And now let us behold 
him on the ſtage of life, acting his part by himſelf, and left to 
preſerve an ill-got eſtate, and, what 1s worſe, with a ſmall ſtock 
of management, to repair a ſhattered fortune, He ſoon married 
another wife, whom, by his noſtrum, he as ſoon diſpatched, and 
ſent her to a place of reſt, where we leave her to make room for 
his preſent conſort, the worthy daughter of an uncertain father; 
though, I own, ſhe is likely to prove a very uſeful wife, and has 
made it appear that by her proper allurements ſhe can gain him 
many votes this next election: but I am very ſorry ſhe is no 
etter ſkilled in her other killing qualities, than to threaten her 
wſband's opponents with making uſe of her fiſts on occaſion. 

ou have already heard, that Mr. Byrd, on his match with this 
eroine of his, pretended to have 15001, per annum; and that 
er father, knowing the deceit, ſwallowed the bait, on purpoſe 
o get off his daughter, and promiſed a fortune he never paid, 
ill he was forced, by terror of Mr, Byrd's ſword and piſtol, to 
iake ſome ſecurity for it, on his before-engaged eſtate, As to 
his gentleman's own eſtate, if he has one ſufficient to qualify 
im for the auguſt Aſſembly of the Houſe of Commons, under 
he late act of Parliament, it muſt be in wbibys, for nobody here 
an find it out, His whole rent-roll, as I am credibly informed, 
mounts at the utmoſt but to 7ool, per annum; and if the money 
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terſhire, as having been the chief inſtrument in bringing 


to trial a neighbouring Clergyman of the name of Paul, 
| who 


ſecured upon it for his brothers and fiſters fortunes, with. 20col, 
he has borrowcd upon real ſecurity, will be proved to amount to 
7e00l, and upwards; then the world may judge, if, when he has 
taken the oath preſcribed by the late qualification act, he will 
not be fitter for the pillory, than to make a ſenator of, But this 
is the very man in his own principles, aude aliguid, &, And 
was he, like Æſop's crow, to be ſtript of other birds feathers, 
he would not have enough left to cover his nakedneſs, but appear 
as he is, like a cuckow in the winter, Nay, I can aſſure yon 
that his fate is at a criſis; and if he loſes his election now, be- 
fore the Whigs can uſe him again for that purpoſe, in all viſible 
probability he muſt become a gaol bird. As to his wit and 
learning, all the world knows he never had any, but what, like 
the moon by her light, he has borrowed or ſtole from others, 
When the laſt Whiggiſh miniſtry made him a juſtice of the peace, 
he let us ſee he could expound acts of parliament to a hair's 
breadth, and turn them dexterouſly to his own ends; for his 
opinion (that is, his noiſe and impudence) was always to ſerve 
his votaries and friends, as he calls them. And I myſelf, at an 
aſſembly of Juſtices, heard a woman, who had a controverſy 
depending, challenge him with a promile of that nature made 
to her huſband, in conſideration of a vote the poor man had 
been perſuaded by him to give for his intereſt, Even all that his 
own friends can ſay is, ** That he is the moſt improved man 
e they ever knew, and that he has overcome a natural incapacity 
« to wit and learning very much: The true Engliſh of which is, 
he has commenced wiſe on purpoſe to ſerve them; and, if you 
will believe them, has for this purpoſe received the gift of 
their own inſpiration, O mirum ſane! But it will ſoon appear 
that this is but one continued act of his folly, and more an argu- 
ment of his ignorance than prudence ; for, if he fails of this 


project, his fortune, character, nay, and his perſon too, will, 


upon caſting up his accounts, be found much the worſe for it: 
and if by perjury he muſt qualify himſelf, his ſoul will be fougd 
a partner in the ſufferings, If I ſhould call him a buffoon, a too, 
a pack-horle to the faction, I ſhould not miſcall him; and that 
would be ſufficient to give the diſcerning part of the world ay 
idea of what ſenſe and judgement he can be maiter of, But I will 
give you, in puris naturalibus, a declaration he has made on thi 
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who was executed for high-treaſon in the reign of 
George the Firſt; and a ſhort ſketch of that unfor- 
tunate 


occaſion, in which, no doubt, he has exerted his utmoſt oratory 
and rhetorick ; yet, for all that, he till appears in his own co- 
lours, (viz.) a purus Natura'is, It follows in theſe words: 
« Whereas there has been ſeveral falſe reports ſpread abroad, 
with deſign to injure my reputation, and affrighten my friends 
from giving me a ſingle vote at the next election; I hereby affirm, 
that they are all forged by my enemies, That relating to my 
not being qualified, I defy any one to prove. That my Lord 
Duke of Rutland's friends and tenants will not generally give me 
a ſingle vote, is alſo forged. That his Grace the Duke of Rutland 
is not Lord- Lieutenant, and Cuſtos Rotulorum, is alſo raiſed to 
terrify my friends, as if I ſhould not be in a capacity to ſerve my 
country as a Juſtice of the peace; but that I am, and ſeveral 
other gentlemen, who will be found ready to ſerve theircountry in 
that ſtation, will very quickly appear, by their being ſworn into 
that poſt in this hundred of Guthlaxton, wherein I live. There 
will be three gentlemen that will a& to ſerve their country, that 
have not of late had the honour to do it, befides myſelf. 1 
affirm all above-written to be true. Tromas Byzp." 


Very elegant truly! But here I muſt aſk Dr. Garth's pardon, 
whilſt I uſe his words to his brother Whig: 


* Aſſes and owls unſeen themſelves betray, 
« .When one pretends to hoot, the others bray.“ 


Wonld any man but this be deluded to betray his ſenſes at this 
rate? would any man but himſelf be complimented, flattered, 
and drawn into a deſire of conſpicuity, only to make himſelf the 
more notorious fool? In compaſſion to the man I ſpeak; and 
if he has not eyes to fee, let him have ears to hear; though I 
am afraid he will want ſenſe to underſtand; that he, as a perſon 
tied down by no principles of honour, honeſty, religion, law, or 
government, as a man no oaths can bind; a perſon reſolute to 
execute, too blind to foreſee, or, if he could, too weak to judge 
of theiraims and ends ; is thought the fitteſt perſon the party could 
chooſe, to do the work they have in hand. But let him know, 
that if, after all the money he has had of them for this purpoſe, 
he ſhould fail of being their tool this way, his very friends wil 
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tunate man's life, with a view of his conduct and be- 


haviour at the cloſe of it, may not be unacceptable. 
The 


forſake and ſcorn him, his enemies will the more deride him, he 
vill become the property of fawning ſycophants, and the laugh- 
ing-ſtock of deriding parafites, This I ſpeak the more wal mly 
of him, becauſe I know, that neither his character, parts, nor 
eſtate, can carry him through the world without the help of other 
people. But to deſcend to the Declaration, Had I, when a 
ſchool-boy, ſaid, ** there has been ſeveral falſe reports,” inſtead 
of being ſworn into the poſt of a Juſtice, I had been tyed to the 
whipping-poſt, for abuſing the grammar. Again, there will 
be three gentlemen that will act,“ is ſuch a tautology, nobody but , 
Mr. Byrd would be guilty of, and afterwards dare to aſk a man 4 
of ſenſe to aſſiſt him in being a Senator of England, And, if he Pt 
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is choſen, we may with ſhame ſay with Virgil, ſi 
„O Cives, Cives, quæ vos dementia cepit !” w. 
I purpoſely paſs over the other faults; and aſſure you, I have 7 
mended ſeveral falſe ſpellings of the originals, that I may the hi 
ſooner come to the ſcope and deſign of this notable Declaration; for 
by which you may ſee, if he has any meaning at all, it is by Pa 
inuendos, to terrify the country, and let them know that they ** 
who do not vote for him ſhall not ſhare any part of his juſtice, os 
when he is ſworn into the new poſt he talks of; and they that de 
know this very uſeful perſon ſo well as I, may eaſily diſcern his 
lying aſſertion. That he is in a capacity to ſerve his country, is but 4 
ying aue _ / 4 ha! 
foreſtalling that little ſtock of juſtice his laſt commiſſion left him. In 
Poor man! I pity him and his country; for it is ſelf evident that 11 


it is out of his power to ſerve any body honourably, candidly, and Th 
ingenuouſly. But what is more wondered at, is, that he ſhould 
ſo freely uſe the name of that honourable perſon the Duke of wil 
Rutland, and make him a Rep to his ambition, by proſlituting, in 
his own fawning language, that noble gentleman's name and com - 
"miſſion to his vile ends and deſigns. Sure, a man of quality and 
diſtinction, who, by himſelf and his anceſtors, has had a great 
intereſt in the affairs of this nation, and been honourably con- 
cerned in all its fortunes, changes, and revolutions, ever ſince 
the Normans firſt conquered it, could not, if rightly informed, 
and at the ſame time looked with honour upon his line of an- 
ceſiry, become ſo familiar with this upſtart candidate, and tamely 


let 
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The reverend William Paul was born at Little 
h Aſhby, a village within two miles of Claybrook, in 1678. 

* His father, Mr. John Paul, had a freehold eſtate in 
he the pariſh of Aſhby, of about ſeventy pounds a year, 
n- and was a man of very reputable character. His mo- 
nly ther was daughter to Mr. Barfoot, of Street Fields, in 
nor Warwickſhire, They had five children, of whom 
her William was the eldeſt. He was indebred for the firſt 
a rudiments of his learning to the reverend Mr. Thomas 


_ Seagrave, rector of a neighbouring village, called Leir. 
of 
— let his name, and the honourable employment he is thought wor- 


thy to be entruſted with, be made ſubſervient to ſo mean an uſure 

r. I ſhall only obſerve to you farther, that our Candidate is 
well ſkilled in terms of art, as appears by his calling a commiſ- 
ſion of the peace a poſt:” and I cannot but pity our country, 
whilſt it is like to have ſ@ meer a poſt as this for its diſpenſer of 
juſtice ; though, as the phraſe is, of two evils chooſe the leaſt : 


ave and, on ſecond thoughts, we had as good compound, by leaving 
the him any poſt here, to keep him out of the Houſe of Commons; 
ion; 


for ſhould he be there, | conſider, when he is taught, like a 
Parrot, to ſay Yea and No, he may do the nation more miſchief 
by theſe two manoſyllables than all his elaborate noiſe and non- 
ſenſe is capable of doing in this country.. According to your 
deſire of news, I have ſent you the account above, and ſhewn 


| his you our new preſumptive Candidate, as well as my inſufficient 

but hand could draw him; but I am always eaſy when I write to you, 

— becauſe I know you good enough to forgive all my inabilities. 
a 


1 ſhall conclude in aſſuring you, that Sir Jeoffery Palmer, and Sir 
Thomas Cave, our other Candidates, are men of unblemiſhed re- 
putation, both well deſcended, of ample fortunes, and ſuch as 
will never ſee the landed intereſt go to wreck, if their voices can 
prevent it. They are gentlemen of thought, reaſon, and under- 
ſtanding; both their integrities have already been tried in Parlia- 
ment; and the honour and reſolution of each of them is con- 


great ſpicuous to all the world. How blind then we ſhould te, and 
con- what an odium we ſhould caſt on ourſelves, to leave either ot theſe 
—_ worthy gentlemen, and chooſe to be repreſented by an owl, I 
med, 


leave you and all the world to judge. 
1 am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, SW” 
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About the year 1687 he was removed to Rugby ſchool 
in Warwickſhire, where he remained for near two years, 
under the care of Mr. Holyoak, the maſter. From 
thence he went to Cambridge, and was admitted a ſizar 
of St. John's College in 1698. He was afterwards 
made a ſcholar of that ſociety, and took his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1701. Soon after which he went into 
orders, and in 1705 became M. A. His firſt appoint- 
ment was the curacy of Carlton-Curlew, near Market 
Harborough, in Leiceſterſhire ; and he was at the ſame 
time chaplain to Sir Geoſſry Palmer. From thence he 
went to Tamworth in Staffordſhire, where he was cu- 
rate, and uſher of the free- ſchool. After having ſpent 
ſome time there, he removed to Nun Eaton in War- 
wickſhire, where he continued, as curate to Mr. Fox- 
craft, till 1709, when the biſhop of Oxford preſented 
him to the vicarage of Orton on the Hill, in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, where he was inſtituted May 5. 

He went, with a Mr. Gaſcoigne and others, to meet 
the Rebels when they were at Preſton, in Lancafthire ; 
and I have been informed, that, on the Sunday before 
he went off, he preached a ſermon in his own church 
from the following text: Thus faith the Lord God, 
c remove the diadem, and take off the crown; exalt 
c him that is low, and abaſe him that is high: I will 
« gyerturn, ovetturn, overturn, and it ſhall be no 
© more, until he come whoſe right it is, and I will give 
6 ithim *,” 

On his way to Preſton, he was ſeized by Major 
Bradſhaw, and one Matthews, a Clergyman ; but was 
ſer at liberty again by Colonel Noel, a juſtice of the 
Peace in that county. After this he went to Preſton, 
where it is ſaid that he read prayers to the Rebels 
three days together in the pariſh church, and prayed for 
the Pretender by the name of King James the Third.” 
Juſt before King George's troops inveſted that town, 


* Ezekiel xxi, 26, 27, 
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he made his eſcape ; and only calling in Leiceſterſhire 
by the way, he came to London, and diſguiſed himſelf 
in coloured cloaths, a laced hat, a long wig, and a 
ſword by his fide. In this diſguiſe he was accidentally 
met, and recognized by the above-mentioned Thomas 
Byrd, Eſquire, who took him priſoner, and carried him 
before Lord Townſhend, by whom, after a ſhort ex- 
amination, in which he would confeſs nothing, he was 
committed to the cuſtody of a meſſenger, and about a 
fortnight after was ſent to Newgate. On the 15th of 
June, 1716, he was brought to trial before the Judges 
in Weſtminſter-Hall, having been arraigned on the 31ſt 
of May, and pleaded Not guilty; but when he ap- 
peared at the bar to take his trial, before.the jury were 
ſworn, he retracted his former plea, and pleaded Guilty. 
In mitigation of his crime, he alledged, that he had 
never taken the oaths to King George, and that, when 
he was among the Rebels, he diſapproved of many of 
their proceedings, and had taken the firſt opportunity 
to get away, which he actually did before the action at 
Preſton, However, he would not inſiſt on that; but 
threw himſelf on the King's mercy, ſincerely repenting 
of his fault, and begged the interceſſion of the Court 
in his favour. After this, his plea being recorded, he 
received ſentence of death as in caſes of high treaſon ; 
in purſuance of which ſentence, he was on the 13th of 
July following drawn on a fledge from Newgate to Ty- 
burn. He went to the place of execution in the canoni- 
cal habit of the Church of England ; a circumſtance 
which greatly affected the ſpectators, and excited their 
ſympathetic feelings exceedingly in his favour. When 
he was removed into the cart, he began to read a ſpeech, 
vindicating the principles for which he was about to 
ſuffer, and containing ſevere reſlections upon the Revo- 
lution ; but he had not proceeded far, before he was 
interrupted by ſome of the by-{tanders, who told him, 
that was not a place to preach up rebellion and ſedi- 
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tion; upon which he ſtopped, and delivered his ſpeech 
to the Sheriffs, which was afterwards publiſhed, and 
which is here extracted from an authentic Diary of the 
Times“. 


© Good People ! 


] am juſt going to make my appearance in the other 
world, where | muſt give an account of all the actions of 
my paſt life. And though | have endeavoured to make 
my peace with God, by ſincerely repenting of all my 
ſins; yet, foraſmuch as ſeveral of them are of a public 
nature, I take it to be my duty to declare here, in the 
face of the world, my hearty abhorrence and deteſta- 
tion of them. And firit I aſk pardon of God and the 
King, for having violated my Loyalty, by taking moſt 
abominable oaths in defence of Uſurpation, againſt my 
lawful Sovereign King James the Third. 

% And as I aſk pardon of all perſons whom I have 
injured or offended, fo I do eſpecially deſire for- 
giveneſs of all thoſe whom | have ſcandalized by plead- 
ing guilty. I am ſenſible that it is a baſe and diſhonour- 
able action; that it is inconſtſtent with my duty to the 
King, and an entire ſurrender of my loyalty : human 
frailty, and too great a defire of life, rogether with the 
perſuaſions of ſeveral who pretended to be my friends, 
were the occaſion of it. 

I truſt God, of his infinite mercy, upon my fincere 
repentance, has forgiven me; and 1 hope all good 
Chriſtians will. You ſee, my countrymen, by my habit, 
that 1 die a fon, though a very unworthy one, of the 
Church of England. But I would not have you think 
that I am a member of the Schiſmatical Church, whoſe 
Bimops ſet themſelves up in oppoſition to thoſe Ortho- 
dox Fathers who were unlawfully and invalidly deprived 
by the Prince of Orange. I declare that I renounce 


*The H ſtorical Regiſter for the year 1717. 
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that communion, and that I die a dutiful and faithful 
member of the Nonjuring Church, which has kept itſelf 
free from Rebellion and Schiſm, and has preſerved 
and maintained true orthodox principles both as to 
Church and State. And I deſire the Clergy, and all 
members of the Revolution Church, to conſider what 
bottom they fland upon, when their ſucceſhon is 
grounded upon an unlawful and invalid deprivation of 
Catholic Biſhops ; the only foundation of which depri- 
vation is a pretended Act of Parliament. 

Having aſked forgiveneſs for myſelf, I come now 
to forgive others. I pardon thoſe who, under the no- 
tion of friendſhip, perſuaded me to plead guilty. I 
heartily forgive all my moſt invererate enemies, eſpe- 
cially the Elector of Hanover, my Lord Townſhend, 
and all others who have been inſtrumental in promoting 
my death! Father, forgive them! Lord Jeſus, have 


mercy upon them ! and lay not this fin to their charge. 


© The next thing I have to do, Chriltian friends, is 
to exhort you all to return to your duty, Remember 
that King James the Third is your only rightful Sove- 
reign by the laws of the land and the conſtitution of rhe 
kingdom ; and therefore, if you would perform the 
duty of juſt ice to him which is due to all mankind, you 
are obliged in conſcience to do all you can to reſtore 
him to his Crown; for it is his right, and no man in 
the world beſides himſelf can lawtully claim a title to 
it; and as It is your duty to ſerve him, ſo it is your in- 
tereſt, for till he is reſtored the nation can never be 
happy. Tou ſee what miſeries and calamities have be- 
fallen theſe kingdoms by the Revolution ; and I believe 
you are now convinced by woeful experience, that 
ſwerving from God's laws, and thereby putting yours. 
ſelves out of his protection, is not the way to ſecure 
you from thoſe evils and misfortunes which you are 
afraid of in this world. Before the Revolution, you 
thought your religion, liberties, and properties, in dan- 
ger; and | pray you to conſider how you have pre- 
| f ſerved 
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ſerved them by rebelling. Are they not ten times more 
2 than ever? Who can ſay he is certain of his 
ife or eſtate, when he conſiders the proceedings of the 
preſent Adminiſtration? And as for yaur Religion, is it 
not evident, that the Revolution, inſtead of keeping-out 
Popery, has Jet-in Atheiſm? Do not Herefies abound 
eveay day? and are not the teachers of falſe doctrines 
patronized by the great men in the Government? This 
ſhews the kindneſs and affection they have for the 
Church; and, to give you atothet inſtance of their re- 
ſpect and reverence for it, you are now going to ſee a 
Prieſt of the Church of England murdered for doing 
his duty; for it is not me they ſtrike at fo particularly, 
but it is through me that they would wound the Prieſt- 
hood, bring a diſgrace upon the Gown, and a ſcandal 
upon my ſacred function; but they would do well 
to remember, that he who deſpiſes Chriſt's Prieſts, de- 
ſpiſes Chriſt ; and who deſpiſes him, deſpiſes him that 
ſent him. 

« And now, beloved, if you have any regard to your 
country, which lies bleeding under theſe dreadful ex- 
tremities, bring the King to his juſt and undoubted 
right; that is the only way to be freed from theſe miſ- 
fortunes, and to ſecure all thoſe rights and privileges 
which are in danger at preſent, King James has pro- 
miſed to protect and defend the Church of England; he 
has given his royal word to conſent to ſuch laws which 
you yourſelves ſhall think neceſſary to be made for its 
preſervation ; and his Majeſty is a Prince of that juſ- 
tice, virtue, and honour, that you have no manner of 
reaſon to doubt the performance of his royal promiſe, 
He ſtudies nothing ſo much as how to make you all eaſy 
and happy; and whenever he comes to this kingdom, I 
doubt not but you will be fo. 

*« ] ſhall be heartily glad, good people, if what I 
have ſaid has any effect upon you, ſo as to be inſtru— 
mental in making you pertorm your duty. It is out of 
my power now to do any thing more to ſerve the King, 

than 
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than by employing ſome of the few minutes I have to 
live in this world, in praying to Almighty God, to ſhower 
down his bleſſings ſpiritual and temporal upon his head, 
to protect him and reſtore him, to be favourable to his 
undertaking, to proſper him here, and to reward him 
hereafter. I beſcech the ſame Infinite Goodneſs to pre- 
ſerve and defend the Church of England, and to reſtore 
it to all its juſt rights and privileges. And, laſtly, I pray 
God, have mercy upon me, pardon my fins, and te- 
ceive my ſoul into his everlaſting kingdom, that with 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs, I may 
praiſe and magnify him for ever and ever. Amen. 

« As to my body, brethren, I have taken no man- 
ner of care of it; for I value not the barbarons part of 
the ſentence of being cut down and quartered. When 
I am once gone, I ſhall be out of the reach of my ene- 
mies; and 1 wiſh I had quarters enough ro ſend to every 
pariſh of the kingdom, to teſtify that a Clergyman of 
the Church of England was martyred for being loyal to 
his King“. WILLIAM PAuL; July 13, 1716.“ 


I have heard that“ Parſon Paul,” as he is commonly 
called, was betrayed by Mr. Byrd into the hands of his 


enemies under the maſk of friendſhip; but of this I have 


nv evidence farther than vague report. Whether the 
report be founded in truth or not; the active part 
which that gentleman took in bringing Mr. Paul to trial 
hath powertully contributed to affix a laſting ſtigma to 
the name of “ Old Juſtice Byrd,” in this neighbour- 
hood. To bring a traytor to juſtice, however, was cer- 
tainly his duty, both as a magiſtrate and a good citizen 
but Mr. Byrd appears to have rendered himſelf fo un- 
popular in other reſpects, that his neighbours in Lei- 
ceſterſtire were far from being difpoſed to put a favour- 


* On the 23d of July, 1716, was publiſhed a pampdalet, iati- 
tuled, ** The Thanks of an honeſt Clergyman for Mr, Paul's 
„Speech at Tybourn, July the 13th, 1710.“ 
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able conſtruction upon any part of his conduct. There 
is a great propenſity in the bulk of mankind, to“ ſnatch 
the balance and the rod” from the hands of divine 
juſtice; and accordingly it is a common ſaying in this 
neighbourhood, © that the Byrd family“ have never 
«« proſpered ſince Parſon Paul was hanged.” 

In the beginning of the preſent century, the above 
mentioned Thomas Byrd, eſq. who was then the chief pro- 
prietor of land in this pariſh, erected a new houſe for his 
reſidence, and made gardens and other plantations here; 
which, on the death of his fon George Byrd, eſq. were ſold 
in 1765 to Cluer Dicey, eſq. of Northampton, whoſe ſon 
is the preſent proprietor. The reſt of their property 
was purchaſed by Lord Leigh, and others. There is 
no branch of the family now remaining in Leiceſterſhire, 
nor elſewhere, as far as I have been able to learu. 


The following extracts from Cleybrook regiſter relate to 
this family; 

Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Byrd, gent. was buried the 
6th of May, 1706. 

© December 8, 1710. Baptized an infant of Thomas Byrd, 
Efq. and Catherine his wife; the name William. 

„April 22, 1710, Buried Frances, reli of William Byrd, 
Eſq. 

% January 10, 1711. Baptized an infant of Thomas Byrd, 
gent, and Catherine his wife; the name Catherine, 

% January 17, 1711. Buried Catharine, a child of Thomas 
Byrd, gent. 

„Feb. 17, 1712. Baptized an infant of Thomas Byrd, gent. 
and Catherine his wife; the name John. 

« Jan. 5, 1713. Baptized an infant of Thomas Byrd and 
Catherine his wife; the name Mary, 
* Auguſt r, 1515, Baptized an infant of Thomas Byrd, Eiq, 
and Catherine his wife ; the name George. 

© Dec. 2, 1735, Buried the wife of Thomas Byrd, Eſq. 

« April rt, 1743. Buried the Rev. Mr, John Byrd, 

„% May 30. Buried the Rev. William Byrd, vicar. 

„% March 8, 1755. Buried Thomas Byrd, Eiq. 

Sept. 9, 1701. Buried William Byrd, Eſq. 
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ULLESTHORP E=. 


THIS village, which was formerly called Olęſhorp, 
or Llleſthor pe, ſtands upon a riſing ground to the eaſt 
of Claybrook, at almoſt half -a mile diſtance, and ir 
contains conſiderably more than a third part of the po- 
pulation of the whole pariſh. In the general ſurvey 
we find it thus recorded: 


_— 4: HHP . 2 
Wuer ten de. G. vIII. car træ in VESToRP. Ibi fuer. vi. 
7 — C * . * — — 
car. In dñio st. 11.7 1111. ſerui. 7 1x .uitti 71111. bord cũ. it. cat. 
. — 7 M * * . o 
Ibi molin de. xvi. den .7 xv1.ac pᷣti. Valuit. x. fot.m. xxx. ſol. 


Hence it appears to have been in the Confeſſor's time 
worth 10s; at the time of the ſurvey 308. Walter then 
held under Goisfrid de Wirce eight ploughlands, two 
of which were held in demeſne, four bondmen, nine 
villans, and four borders, who had two plonghs. 
There was a mill of ſixteen pence value, and ſixteen 
acres of meadow. 

The next poſſeſſors of property here will beſt ap- 
pear from the lnquiſitiones poſt mortem. 

6 E. I. Thomas de Clinton, deceaſed, held one meſ- 
ſuage and eight virgates of land, with the appurtenances, 
in Oleſthorp, in com. Leic. of Roger de Moubray, by 
the ſervice of half a knight's fee. He held alſo in the 
ſame town, of the honor of Winton, the rents of the . 
free tenants, who paid yearly 4 l.; and 3 virgates of 
land in villenage, of the heirs of the Earl of Winton, 
by the ſervice of the twelfth part of one knight's fee. 
He alſo held the aforeſaid land in Oleſthorpe accord- 
ing to the law [or courteſy] of England; [that is, in 
right of his wife. ] And John, ſon of Thomas de Clin- 
con, his next heir, was aged 20 . 


There are more than 30 villages and hamlets in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, which begin or end with ** Thorpe,” 
+ 6 E. I. 1277, Eſch. 6 E. I. N? 1. Leic, 


24 E. I. 
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24 E. I. the town of Ulles-Thorp, in com. Leic. was 


held in fee of the honor of Mowbray. And John de 


Clinton held lands there, of the Lord Mowbray ; and 
the Lord Mowbray, of the King ; by the ſervice of one 
knight's fee *. | 

29 E. I. John de Chaton (nephew of John de Clyn- 
ton) held half a knight's fee in Butumſwell [ Bitſwell ] 
and Oleſthorp in com. Leic. of John de Clyntcn ; which 
John held the ſame of Roger de Moubray deceaſed +. 

20 E. III. Nicholas de Burneby and John de Langton 
(on the aid then granted for knighting Edward of 
Woodſtoc, the King's eldeſt ſon) were aſſeſſed 1 3s. 4d. 
for a third part of one knight's fee in Oleſthorpe in 
com. Leic. parcel of the honor of Moubray }. 

35 E. III. John de Moubray, of the iſle of Axholme, 
deceaſed, held the moiety of one knight's fee in Olſ- 
thorp and Beccleſwell, in com. Leic. ; which John de 
Clinton holds 5. Me: 

43 E. III. on the death of Geffry de Skeffington, Sir 
Thomas de Wetenhale, knut. ſeized into his hands one 
meſſuage and one virgate of land, with the appurtenances, 
in Olſthorp, in com. Leic. by reaſon of the ideocy of 
Robert Launder ||. 

49 E. III. Agnes (wife of John de Eſtbury junior,) 
deceaſed, held the manor of Oleſthorp, with the ap- 
Purtenances, in com. Leic. of John de Clynton, by the 
ſervice of half a knight's fee; and Thomas de Burneby, 


her uncle, was her next heir J. 


19 R. II. William la Zouch, of Harringworth, knt. 
deceaſed, was ſeiſed of half a knight's fee in Oleſt horp, 
in com. Leic. which Lord John de Clinton holds *“. 


* Inq. 24 E. I. 1296, in Scacc. ä 

+ 29 E. I 1301, Eſc, 29 E. I. Ne 4, Leic. 
1 Rot. Aux. 20 E. III. 1346. 

& Eſc. 35 E. III. 1362, Part 2, N' 20. 

| Eſc. 43 E. III. 1369. Part 2, Ne g. 

J Eic, 49 E. III. 1375. Part 1, N' 45. 

* Eich. 19 R. II. 1395, N' 52. Leic, 
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1 Hen. IV. Thomas Moubray, late Duke of Norfolk, 
was ſeiſed of the moiety of one knight's fee, with the 
appurtenances, in Bytteneſwell and Oleſthorp, in com. 
Leic. ® 

7 H. VI. George Burneby, eſq. deceaſed, was 
ſeiſed, jointly with Mary his wife, of one hundred acres 
of arable, and twenty-four acres of paſture, and twelve 
acres of meadow, with its appurtenances, in Ouleſthorp f, 
in com. Leic. held of John, Duke of Norfolk. Euttace 
Burnaby, his ſon and heir, was aged 30 years . 

1 E. IV. John Moubray, Duke of Norfolk, de- 
ceaſed, was ſeiſed of half a knigit's fee in Oleſthorp, in 
com. Leic. ; which Thomas de Clynton holds; alſo of 
a quarter of one Enight's fee in Oleſthorp, in com. Leic. 
which the Prioreſs of Nun-Etoa holds 9. 

2 E. IV. William Waſhale, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of 
one penny halfpenny rent in Ulleſthorp, in com. Leic. |j 

4 E. IV. Richard Stafford, John Withmale, eſquires, 
John Molyn and John Dunſter, were lately ſeiſed of a 
moiety of the. manor of Ouleſthorp, in com. Leic. and 
gave the ſame to Euſtace de Eurnaby, now deceaſed, 
and Philippa his wife. George de Burnaby was his 
ſon and heir J. 

8 E. IV. Philip Purfey, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of four 
virgates of land, with the appurtenances, in Ulſthorp, in 
com Leic, ** 

This manor did ſometime belong to the family of Bois, 
lords of Claybrook, in which pariſh it lies; from whom 
it came by the heir general ro Zouch and Clynton, who 
held it of the fee of Mowbray, In the reign of Ed- 


* Eſc. 1 H. IV. 1399. Ne 41, Leic. 

+ Euleſthorp, alio exemp, 

1 Eſc. 7 H. VI. 1428. Ne 29, Leic. 

$ Eſe, 1 E. IV. 1401. Ne 46, Leic. 

| Eſc. 2 E. IV. 1462. Ng, Leic. 
 C Eſc. 4 E. IV. 1464. N 6, Leic. 

% Eſc. 8 E. IV. 1468, N' 29, Leic. 
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ward I. William de la Zouch, William de Bereford, 
and Simon Purefey, held lands here. 

In 1428, George Burneby was lord of it; from whom 
a moiety came to Nicholas Metley, a lawyer, who died 
in 1464; and by his will, dated June 28 that year, or- 


dered, that this place, together with the manor of 


Baddeſley, and halt the manor of Wapenburg, co. 
Warw. ſhould be fold by truſtees, and the money be 


applied to pious uſes. 


Philip Purfey, who died in 1468, had ſome landed 
property in this village. | 

Mr. York poſſeſſed the manor in 1642, but great part 
of the lands here belonged to Sir John Curzon of Kedle- 
ſton, co. Derby, who atterwards fold them to Thomas 
Bradgate, eſq. whoſe heir enjoyed them in 165 5. 

It appears from a Terrier of the glebe-lands belong- 
ing to the Vicarage of Claybrook, dated 1638, that 
there was a conſiderable proprietor then in the pariſh, 
of the name of Faunt, v. o poſſeſſed the manor of 
Little Claybrook (ſee p. 8); and probably alſo that of 
Ulleſthorpe ; and I ſuſpect that it was by marriage with 
a branch of that family, that the Bradgates came into 
poſſeſſion of part at leaſt of their eſtate in this village. 
The ground I have for this conjecture is the following 
inſcription, upon a grave-ſtone in the chancel of Clay- 
brook church : 


« Here lyeth the body of 
Mary the wife of Thomas 
Bradgate, Eſquire, daughter of 
George Faunt, Eſquire. Obiit Jan. 
7th, 1705, ætat. ſuæ 62.” 


There was an old and reſpectable family of the name 
of Faunt at Foſton in Leiceſterſhire; but I have not 
been able to learn whether they bore any affinity to the 
Faunts of Ulleſthorpe. 

The above-mentioned Thomas Bradgate, Eſquire, 
had two daughters, Anne and Frances, Anne _ 
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ried the Rev. Henry Wigley, Rector of Eccleſton in 
Cheſhire, and formerly fellow of St. John's College, 
Cambridge; ſhe died in September 1731, and was 
buried in the chancel of Claybrook church, where this 
epitaph is inſcribed upon a flat ſtone: 
Hic jacet Anna, 
Uxor Henrici Wigley, B. D. 
ReQoris de Eccleſia Eccleſton, in com. Ceſtriæ, 
Coll. Si Johannis Cantab. olim Socii; 
Filia Thome Bradgate, de Ulleſthorp, Arm'ri. 
Obiit Sept. 27, A. D. 1731. 
Hic jacere ſtatuit.” 


By this union with the family of Bradgate, a con- 
fiderable property in Ulleſthorpe, and with it the ma- 
nerial rights, came, in 1731, into the poſſeſſion of 
Mr, Wigley. He was ſucceeded in the eſtate by his 
ſon Edward, who was a Phyfician, and praftiſed many 
years at Leiceſter : he had retired from buſineſs ſome 
years before his death, and lived at the manſion-houſe 
in Ulleſthorpe, which is now occupied by a farmer, 
and is faſt haſtening to decay *. Dr. 


* In this houſe there ſtill remaia the following old portraits, 
many of them very good: 

1. King Edward VI. 

2. A Nobleman, on board, half length, with cap and feather; 
a chain round his neck, with an agnus at the end of it; a laced 
jacket with long ſleeves; his hands folded, 

3. A man with a band on; a book in his hand, on which is 
written © Jerſey;“ and this motto, Impavidus vita fata ſequor,”” 

4. A lady, on board; the hair hanging dowa looſe, ornamented 
at top with a row of drops, reſembling pearls; large ear-rings; 
a necklace; her neck expoſed, and looſe flowing robes. 

5. A lady on canvas, half length. 

6. A lady, half length; her hair flowing down in large buſhy 
curls; her lips thick, noſe rather flat; a large bunch of ear-rings 
on each ſide, tied with ribbands; a necklace; a ſcarlet robe 
flowing over her ſhonlders; her left arm raiſed up to her breaſt, 
and adorned with a bracelet and two rings. 

7. A middle-aged corpulent woman, having a necklace, 

8. A pair of portraits; one, of a little girl, full length, in a 
Atting poſture, with ear-rings and necklace ; a firing of beads 
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Dr. Wigley died in 1951; and was buried in St. 
Margaret's Church at Leiceſter, where his firſt wife had 
been buried, in memory of whom there is a monument 


with the following inſcription : 
Hic jacet Anna, 
Uxor Edwardi Wigley, M. D. 
de cum indole eximia, 
Et fide erga Deum inſigni, 
Virtutum omnium feraci, 
Innuptam exornäſſet vitam: 
Ne quid tam charæ ſuperis animæ deeſſet, 
Omnem conjugii vicem, 
Pjetate & ſtudio in ſuos, 
Paucis, heu ! annis, 
(Pro forte humana) 
. Explevit 
Obiit juno Maii, A. D. 1731. 
Devenit Maritus, A. D. 1751.” 


fuſpended from her neck; the drapery very rich. A ſpaniel is 
repreſented with his fore foot on her knee. The other is the 
portrait of a boy, with a neckcloth hanging down at full length, 
and long ruffles on his hand; the drapery exactly like the laſt, 

9. Portraits of a biſhop and two clergymen. 

10. A lady, very like ſome pictures I have ſeen of Anne Bul- 
leyne. | 

5 1. A ſhepherdeſs, with a beaver in one hand, and a crook in 
the other, 

12, A lady, with a feather on her head; her robes trimmed 
with ermine; and the head of a man, with his eyes cloſed, re- 
cumbent on her lap. 

13. A lady, with her head in an averted poſture ; very black 
Hair; the fleepy eye which ſpeaks the melting ſoul ;" and 
two patches, one under the left eye, another between the noſe 
and lip. 

14. A lady, with five patches. 

15. An old lady, with grey hair. 

16, A gentleman, with a long black wig; a large neckcloth, 
hanging down at full length ; aud a Roman noſe, 

17. A venerable-looking old gentleman ; dated thus, Ann, 


&« Dom. 1663, ætat. 67. 
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The following epitaph is tranſcribed from a flat ſtone 
in the chancel of Thurcaſton church: 


« P. M. 8. 
Here lies interred the Body of Heſter 
Wigley, wife of Edward Wigley, of Ulleſthorpe, 
in this county, gent. daughter of 
Richard Hill, B. D. Rector of 
this Church. She died Nov. 10, 
in the 2oth year of her age, 1722. 
She had a lively ſenſe of the beauties of a practical 
Chriſtianity; and was endued with all the virtues of a 
good diſpoſition cultivated by a pious education.” 


If the above lady was the wife of Dr. Wigley, he 
muſt have been married three times; but I cannot make 
out that Dr. Wigley had more than two wives, the laſt 
of whom ſurvived him. The Doctor's memory is (till 
revered in the pariſh ; for, during his reſidence in it, he 
went about continually doing good, and exerting his me- 
dical ſkill gratis among the poor. His ſon, the Rev. 
Mr. Wigley of Worceſter, is the preſent proprictor; 
and is father to the Recorder of Leiceſter. 

It would ſeem, however, that the court-leet of Kilby, 
in Leiceſterſhire, and that of Weſton in Arden, in 
Warwickſhire, have ſome claims upon the manor of Ul- 
leſthorpe, as the tenants are annually ſummoned to pay 
ſuit and ſervice to them, the lordſhip being divided into 
two diſtricts, one of which is required to do homage to 
Kilby, and the other to Weſton : but Mr. Wigley is 
called the Lord of the Manor ; and he claims and ex- 
erciſes the right of letting the herbage of the lanes, and 
of giving a deputation to kill game. 

I obſerved that Mr. Bradgate had another daughter 
named Frances: ſhe became the wife of Roger Smith, 
Eſquire, of Froleſworth (a village within two miles of 
Claybrook), eldeſt brother of John Smith, Eſq. Lord 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer in Scotland, and grand- 
ſon of Sir Roger Smith, Knight. This Lady died in the 
year 1729, aged 74; and there is a monument erected 
to her memory in the pariſh church of Froleſworth, 
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which informs us that ſhe and her huſband lived toge- 
ther 57 years; and that ſhe had many children, of 
whom Roger, Mary, Olivia, Grace, and Frances, ſur- 
vived her. Her character is given in theſe words: 

She was very excellent in all her relative duties. 
Tf ſhe be conſidered as a miſtreſs, friend, wife, mother, 
and a Chriſtian ; her hopes were full of immortality.” 

The houſes in which Roger Smith her huſband, and 
his brother the Lord Chief Baron, reſided at Froleſ- 
worth, till remain m their original ſtate, and are now 
occupied by farmers. The houſe in which Roger 
Smith lived, which | take to have been the family man- 
fion, bears marks of great antiquity. The Lord Chief 
Baron's houſe has nothing remarkable about it, except 
its plain and humble appearance, which would, beſpeak 
it to have been always the reſidence of a farmer. 

Lord Chief Baron Smith, who was ſome time alſo a 
Baron of the Exchequer in England, was much attached 
to his native village Froleſworth, where he has raiſed a 
monument to his fame, more durable than braſs, and 
which will tranſmit his name to the remoteſt poſterity, 
with the godlike character of having ** cauſed the 
* widow's — to ſing for joy.“ 

Amongſt many other acts of charity and benficence, 
he founded and endowed an hoſpital in Froleſworth, for 
the ſupport and maintenance of 14 poor widows of the 
communion of the Church of England *. The objects of 

this 


* The Lord Chief Baron, by a codicil annexed to his will, 
bequeathed the refidue of his perſonal property for the endowment 
of the above Hoſpital; and I am informed the value of that pro- 
perty is now ſo conſiderably improved, that it is expected the 
Truſtees will ſoon be enabled to add a few more houſes, - The 
Lord Chief Baron was the zd ſon of Roger Smith, Eſquire, of 
Froleſworth, by Anna, daughter of Thomas Cotton, of Laughton, 
in Leiceſterſhire, He was born the 6th of January 1656, and 
departed this life on the 24th of June, 1726, aged 50, 

The Lord Chief Baron's eldeſt brother Roger, the huſband of 
Frances Bradgate, had a fon named Roger, who was Rector of 
Huſband's Boſworth, in Leiceſterſhire, The Smiths of Froleſ- 
worth were deſcended from Eraſmus Smith, E1q, of Huſband's 
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this excellent charity have, each of them, 12 pounds a 
year, paid quarterly; they live in ſeparate houſes, form- 
ing a ſmall neat ſquare. Four of the houſes were built 
by the above-mentioned Dr. Edward Wigley, and Tho- 
mas  Boothby, Eſquire, who were the Lord Chief Ba- 
ron's executors; and the remaining ten were bu'l: in 
1761 by Mr. Boothby, The paſſenger's eye is attræcted 
by the following coupler, which is inſcribed upon the 
wall of one of the houſes: 

„Who built this Alms-houſe neat, but void of inte, 

„Where Age and Want fit ſmiling at the gate?“ 


Boſworth, in Leiceſterſhire, who died in 1618, His fon Sir Roger 
Smith, etherwiſe Hetiz, of Edmundthorpe, was the Lord Chief 
Baron's grandfather, and great grandfather to the rector of 
Boſworth, who died in 1736. Of another branch of the family 
we have this hiſtory from Mr, Granger: 

+ Eraſmus Smith, Eſq. a ſon of Sir Roger by a ſecond wiſe, 
was largely portioned for a younger ton, his mother having 
brought a very conſiderable fortune into the family. He, in the 
former part of his life, engaged deeply in the Turkey trade, and 
became an alderman of London. Afterwards, upon the ſettle- 
ment with Ireland, in the reign of King William, he, by pur- 
chaſe, acquired a great and improveable property in that king» 
dom. When the beneficeut and judicious inſtitutions of charity 
and public utility were ſet on foot there, he gave, for theſe pur- 
poſes, lands of great value, This donation alone would render 
him memorable as a benefactor, Having bought the a, nor of 
Weald, in Eſſex, with a good old ſeat upon it, he, wken advanced 
in years, macried Mary, daughter of Hugh Hare, Lord Colrane, 
by whom, belides daughters, he had three ſons; of whom the 
two elder dying without iſſue, his cftate devolved to Hugh hw 
third ſon, who left two daughters his coheirs; namely Dorothy, 
who married John Barry, fourth fon of James Earl of Barrymore; 
and Lucy, who eſpouſed James Lord Strange, cldeit ion of Ed- 
ward karl of Derby. Theſe ladies, in purtaance of their tather's 
will, have borue the name and arms of Smith and Heriz, in con- 


junction with their own, Hugh, fon of Eritz:us Smith, Eſq, 


married a paternal aunt of the late Lord Dacre” See Gran- 
ger, vol. III. p. 404 (where a mezzotinto print of Mr. Smith is 
mentioned); and Morant, vol. I. p. 119. In the chancel of 
Southweald, Eſſex, is a handſome monument, with a long in- 
icription, to the memory of Hugh Smith, t:1q. ond on that manor, 
deicended from ii e ancient family ct Heriz, now Smith, of 


Edmun lorpe. IIe died May 18, 745, in his 534 year, 
D 3 And 
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And then follows the name of the benevolent Founder, 
to which is annexed a ſhort ſketch of the nature and 
deſign of the endowment, I underſtand that the va- 
caneies in the alms-houſes are filled up by Mrs. Horſman, 
a Lady who reſides at Bath, and who is at preſent in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the. eſtate which formerly belonged to the 
Smith family in Froleſworth. This eſtate, if 1 am 
rightly informed, ſhe derived from her filter, who was 
married to a deſcendant of the above-mentioned Roger 
Smith, Eſq. 

The following are the names of the preſent proprie- 
tors of lands and houſes in the lordſhip of Ulleſthorpe, 
tranſcribed from the liſt of the land - tax aſſeſſors; Lord 
Scarſdale, the Rev. Edward Wilſon, Henry Wigley, 
Eſquire, Thomas Dicey, Eſquire, John Goodacre, 
Eſquire, Richard Warner, Gentleman, Mr. William 
Perkins, the truſtees of land held for rhe benefit of 
Froleſworth hoſpital, William Biſhop, Mrs. Smith, 
Mrs. Binley, —— Hodſkinſon, Joſeph Simons, John 
Ould, William Sawbridge, Beamiſh, William 
Moor, John Hurſt, Joſeph Williamſon, William Mur+ 
bey, William Martin, John Blockley, Mary Flavell, 
Richard Lord, Bloar, Hames, Richard 
Proctor, John Scotten, John Smith, William Prieſt, 

ohn Simons, Joſhua Foxon, John Barker, —— Ball, 
homas Wells, Crofts, —— Sprigs, Thomas 
Sawbridge, Joſeph Hurſt, Mrs. Murray, Caleb Smith, 
William Simons, Robert Jeliffe, John Sharp, John 
Atkins, John Fawks, —— Garner, Henry Dowell, 
William Burrows. 


The annual amount of the land-tax paid by Ulleſ- 
thorpe, at 4s. in the pound, is 831. 48. 9d. from which 
it appears that they are conſiderably under-rated, The 
annual rent of the lands and houſes, as rated in the 
levy-book of the overſcers of the poor, amounts to 
near nine hundred and ſixty pounds, The average ſums 
raiſed for the relief of the poor, in three years, ending 
in May 1781, was 58l. 10s. 9d. The average of the 
three laſt years ending May 1790, excluſive of every 
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expence relative to the erection of the workhouſe, 
amounted to 1371. 18. 9 id.; by which it appears that 
the poor rates have advanced very conſiderably more 
than double during the laſt twelve years. 

The county rates and conſtables expences are defrayed 
by a ſeparate levy aſſeſſed by the conſtable; and an 
annual 4d. or gd. levy is generally found adequate to 
thoſe purpoſes. The highway expences, added to thoſe, 
make the amount of the parochial rates about 4s. in the 
pound, with the addition of a church-leyy occaſionally, 

The rapid increaſe of the poor rates in Ulleſthorpe 
(and the ſame obſervation is doubtleſs applicable to other 
manufacturing towns and villages) has been forwarded 
in ſome degree by the Maſter Weavers, who do nor 
furniſh their workmen and ſpinners with ſufficient em- 
ployment whenever a partial flatn-ſs happens to take 
place in the trade; in conſequence of which, many who 
could eafily maintain their families, if in regular and 
conſtant employ, are obliged to apply for relief for 
want of that work which they are both able and willing 
to do.—To remedy this inconvenience, as well as others 
which ariſe from the indolence and profligacy of the poor 
themſelves, the inhabitants of Ulleſthorpe have juſt 
erected a large and commodious workhouſe in which the 
paupers are to be maintained, and in which regular and 
conſtant employment is to be found for others who 
would not otherwiſe be able to keep their families from 
the pariſh. It is purpoſed that the woolen manufacture 
of Ulleſthorpe, in its ſeveral branche of weaving laſt- 
ings, ſtockings, &c. and making worlted yarn for thoſe 
and other purpoſes, ſhall be carried on under the direc- 
tion of a proper maſter. The whole of the manufac- 
tory, and the government of the houſe, will be under 
the inſpection and controul of the acting otticers, aſſiſted 
by a managing commutee. The reguiaiions for the in- 
ternal management of the houſe are to be formed, as 
much as poſſible, upon the excellent plan of the 
Shreu ſbury-houſe of induſtry. 
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It is remarkable that, previous to the date of the 
firſt of the above average calculations, the poor rates of 
Ulleſthorpe had been for thirty or forty years nearly 
upon a level. It appears that in 1740 two of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, taking into conſideration the 
grievious burden of the poor upon the inhabitants and 
occupiers of Ulleſthorpe, ordered, that the neighbour- 
ing villages of Little Claybrook, Froleſworth, and 
Aſhby Parva, having few or no poor of their own, 
ſhould pay the ſum of 20s. each towards the main- 
tenance of the poor of Ulleſthorpe. In 1762 a ſimilar 
order was obtained, requiring the townſhip of Bitteſby 
to pay for the above uſes the ſum of 41. yearly. Thoſe 
orders were ſeverally repealed whenever the Overieers 
could prove that they had poor of their own to provide for. 

The brook which divides the lordſhips of Ulleſthorpe 
and Little Clay brook croſſes the turnpike road to Hinck- 
ley about midway between thoſe two villages; a bridge 
has lately been erected on that ſpot, for which, with 
other conveniences, the neighbourhood is indebted to 
the mail-coach, 

On the South ſide of this bridge, there lies a meadow, 
containing about fourteen acres, aud which goes by the 
name of Baldwin's Green “. Ten acres of it belong 

to 


* The only authentic record that I have met with reſpecting 
the Hiſtory of Baldwin's Green, is the following extract from 
the Articles of the Incloſure of Ulleſthorpe, dated Feb. 7, 1725. 

© And whereas in and by theſe preſents (amongſt the aforeſaid 
lands and premiſſes) is conveyed unto the ſaid John Smart, Wil- 
liam Binley, and Thomas Morley, their heirs and aſſigns, all 
that plot, or part of late incloſed ground, with the appurtenan- 
ces, lying in the ſaid field called Mill-field, in or upon the ſaid 
plots or furlongs, called Farm - piece and Slade-gutter, containing 
in the whole and admeaſured to be 4 acres and 3 perches, ad- 
joining to that part of the ſaid lands allotted and laid out to and 
for the ſaid Thomas Byrd, John Perkins, and Thomas Garrat, on 
or towards the Eaſt, to a certain piece or parcel of ground called 
Baldwin's Green on or towards the South, to the road leading 
from Ulleſthorpe to Claybrook on or towards the North, and to 

the 
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to the lordſhip of Ulleſthorpe, and the remainder to 
Little Claybrook. There is a tradition in the pariſh, 
that eight acres of this piece of ground were originally 
the property of two old ladies, of the name of Baldwin, 
and given by them to the uſe of the freeholders and 
landholders of Ulleſthorpe and Claybrook for ever, to 
turn their cattle upon the paſture on May-day; and 
ſuch, I have been informed, was the cuſtom many 
years ago: but as every freeholder and occupier had an 


the lordſhip of Claybrook Parva on or towards the Weſt: Now, 
it is hereby further mutually covenanted, declared, concluded, 
and agreed, by and between all and every the ſaid parties to 
theſe preſents, tor themſelves, their heirs and aſſigns, and every 
of them, that the ſaid laſt-mentioned plot or parcel of ground, 
containing 4 acres aud 3 perches, with the appurtenances, is 
and are ſo conveyed unto the ſaid John Smart, William Binley, 
and Thomas Morley, their heirs and affigns ; upon this ſpccial 
truſ and confidence nevertheleſs in them repoſed, and to the 
end, intent, and purpoſe, that they and the ſurvivors and ſutvi- 
vor of them, and the heirs and aſſigns of ſuch ſurvivor, ſhall and 
will, from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, 

ermit and ſuffer the major pt of the freeholders and landhol- 
ders (now and for the time being) inhabiting or occupying lands 
and hereditaments in Ulleſthorpe aforeſaid, and they ſhall have 
full power, /ib:1ty, au, auth it, tr recerve and take the rents, 
i/ſues, and profiti, not only ot the ſaid plot and premiſſes laſt men- 
tioneg, but alſo of the ſaid piece or parce! of ground called Bald- 
win's Green, ſo far as doth or of right ought to belong to the 
freeholders, langholders, and inhabitants of Ulleſthorpe afore- 
ſaid, or any of them; and the fame, from time to time, to pay, 
apply, and diſpoſe, for and towards the uſe, benefit, and mainte- 
nance, relief, or education, of all or any of the poor of the 
town of Ullefthorpe aforeſaid, their or any of their children, 
now, and for the time being, in ſuch ſort, manner, and propor- 
tions, as ſhall be from time to time by the me ajor part of ſuch 
freeholders and landholders as aforeſaid thought fit and conveni- 
ent; or otherwiſe to permit and ſuffer ſuch poor, or any of them, 
to hold, occupy, and enjoy the ſaid premites, or any part or par- 
cel thereof, when and as often as the the major part of the faid 


' freeholders and landholders ſhall, in their diſcretion, think fit 


and appoint,” 
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unlimited right of common on the Green, they genes 
rally drove the greateſt part of their ſtock of horſes 
and neat cattle upon it on the day of opening, in con- 
ſequence of which, it was of very little uſe ro any 
perſon, and if it happened to be a wet ſpring, the 
meadow was ſoon trampled into a mire, and was good 
for nothing during the remainder of the year. The 
land owners and occupiers of Ulleſthorpe, having been 
convinced by experience of the ſmall benefit that ac- 
crued to the yillage from ſtocking the Green according 
to the original intent of the donors, came to a reſolution, 
that only a certain limited number of cow-commons 
ſhould be kept upon it. They are now annually diſ- 
poſed of on Candlemas-day, at a public meeting, in 
the following manner: In the firſt place, every day- 
Jabourer, or other perſon in the village, who can pur- 
chaſe a cow, is allowed to turn the ſaid cow upon the 
green from old May-day to Martinmas, paying to the 
overſcers of the poor eleven ſhillings; and of this claſs 
there are ſeldom more than three or four: after the 
Poor people have declared their intentions, the remain- 
ing commons are put up to the beſt bidder, amongſt 
the other inhabitants of the village, Theſe commons 
generally let from 25s. to 308. each, and the money is 
paid down immediately to the overſeers. The annual 
rent ariſing from 9 commons, the limited number, ge- 
nerally amounts to about 1ol. a third of which is uſually 
given in caſh among ſuch of the poor people as do not 
receive parochial aſſiſtance; and the remainder is given 
in cloaths, linen, or in any other way that is molt ad- 
viſeable, according to preſent circumſtances, among 
ſuch of the poor as are burthenſome to the pariſh ; the 
winter graſs, that is, from Martininas to Candlemas, is 
likewiſe diſpoſed of to the belt bidder; the ſum given 
is generally about 20s. or 25s. and 1s laid-out in repair- 
ing the fences, or in other improvements of the land, 
under the direction of the conſtable for the time being. 
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The proprietors of Little Cłay brok have, for a long 
time, let that part of the Green which belongs to them 
to a ſingle tenant, and appropriate the rent (which 
generally amounts to about gl.) to the poor- rates; and 
the overſeers account for it in their levy-books. 

This meadow, and the adjoining fields on the North and 
South of the road, extend along the bottom of a rifing 
ground, upon which the village of Ulleſthorpe ſtands; 
and from ſome parts of which, the view of the church 
and village of Claybrook, with its lofty grove, exhibits a 
beautiful rural landſcape, Towards the Northern part 
of the eminence, a wide proſpect opens to the view, 
extending to Hinckley and the Foreſt-hills; and towards 
the Southern extremity of the village (where Mr, Wig- 
ley's houle ſtands), the diſpoſition” of the grounds, 
though perhaps it might be improper to call it romantic, 
yet may be ſaid to approach nearer to that ſtyle of 
landſcape, than what is uſually met with in Leiceſter- 
ſhire. The writer of this has often retired to this ſe- 
queſtered ſpor, in former days, repeating theſe lines of 
the Mantuan Bard: 

„Hic gelidi fontes, hic mollia prata, Lycori, 

“Hic nemus, hie ipſo tecum conſumerer evo.” 

But the vernal ſeaſon of life is paſt with him, and the 
following repreſentation of the ſcene better accords 
with his preſent feelings: 

At frigida Tempe 

„ Mugituſque boum, molleſque ſub arbore ſomni, 

* Non abſunt.“ 

Were the whole ridge which ſkirts the Weſt fide of 
Ulleſthorpe, and the inter. jacent meadows which are 
watered by a ſerpentine brook, together with the back 
ground of the proſpe& towards Claybrook, all in the 
hands of one perſon of taſte and judgement, it might 
be made a delightful place. Nature hath rendered 
the diſpoſition of hill and dale extremely pleaſing to 
the ſight; hanging woods and meandering ſtreams might 
ealily be called forth by the aſliitance of Art; nor would 

| there 
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there be wanting in ſome points of view the proſpect of 
towers, ſpires, and chearful villages *. 


BI T- 


* I cannot cloſe my account of Ulleſthorpe without mention - 
ing the name of a very ingenious mechanic, who reſides there, 
Mr, John Blockley; who, by the force of natural genius, with- 
out any inſtruction from others, has acquired the art of making 
Muſical wind Inſtruments with great elegance and taſte, and of 
conſtructing proper apparatus for illuſtrating the various branches 
of experimental philoſophy. 

Here alſo reſides Mr. John Atkins, the laſt ſurvivor of Lord 
Fielding's (now Earl of Denbigh) company in the volunteer re- 
giment, which, under the command of the Duke of Bedford, 
made ſo conſpicuous a figure in the rebellion in 1745, as to 
deſerve and receive the particular approbation of his late Ma- 
jeſty. A copy of Mr. Atkins's diſcharge, which he preſerves as 
a ſacred treaſure, is here given, 


To his Grace the Duke of Bzprorp, 
« My Lord, War-oftice, July 19, 1746. 

4 His Majeſty has thought fit to order the regiment of foot 
under your Grace's command to be diſbanded upon their arrival 
at Bedford, But as the king conſiders the zeal and affection 
expreſſed for his perſon and government in your Grace's offer to 
raiſe this regiment in the late important time of national danger, 
and the chearfulneſs and alacrity with which it was raiſed, he 
cannot part with it without expreſſing his particular ſatis faction 
therein. I am therefore, by his Majeſty's command, and in his 
name, to thank your Grace and your officers for the ſeaſonable 
and diſtinguiſhed marks you have given of your fidelity and at- 
tachment to his Majeſty on this occaſion, 

«© Iam likewiſe commanded by his Majeſty to deſire your 
Grace and the reſt of your officers to thank the private men, in 
his name, for their ſervices, before they are diſmiſſed ; in order 
that there'may be no perſon in your regiment unacquainted with 
the ſenſe his Majeſty has of their loyal behaviour in his ſervice, 
And as it would at this time be of the greateſt public utility, to 
have the remaining part of the army as compleat as poſſible; 

I am further commanded to defire your Grace and the other 
officers belonging to your regiment to uſe your beſt endeavours to 
engage as many as may be of your men who ſhall be willing and 
fit to enliſt themſelves in the ald regiments, and thereby fhew 

that 
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UNDER Edward the Confeſſor, this Lordſhip was 
held by Lewin, and was worth zo ſhillings ; and at the 


that the ſame zeal continues for their King and country which 
they have hitherto ſo laudably exerted in defence of both. 

«I am, with the greateſt reſpect, my Lord Duke, your 
Grace's moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, H. Fox.” 


The later period of Mr. Atkins's life has been employed in a 
very different, though not leſs uſeful, occupation, But he ſhall 
deſcribe himſelf, and the nature of his preſent profeſſion, 

© By the deſire of ſeveral of my cuſtomers, I have kept 
Rugby, Daventry, Coventry, Atherſtone, Eaton, Hinckley, 
Rowell, Boſworth, Leiceſter, Harborough, and Lutterworth 
fairs and markets, for theſe twelve years paſt, with my moſt 
excellent mixture, for deſtroying rats and mice, with great ſue- 
ceſs, It is well known, and has been proved by ſeveral thou- 
ſands of people; it deſtroys both rats and mice in any pantry, 
dairy, cheele-chamber, cellar, or any out-buildings, barn, or 
corn-ſtack, It is of ſuch a tempting nature to theſe vermin, 
that I have had them take it out of my hand, It muſt be uſed 
with care, as it is a poiſonous mixture. You may be aſſured. of 
the fatal effects of this mixture to theſe vermin, as it never fails 
killing, Spread the mixture upon new penny-bread the bigneſs 
of a ſhilling, and lay it near the holes they moſt uſe; put a 
little bit of bread, not bigger than a hazel-nut, at each hole, 
the night before you lay the bait, but do not diſturb any thing 
in the runs; and thoſe holes where it is taken from, there lay 
your bait the next night; lay two or three baits at a hole, and 
continue to lay them ſo long as you find them taken away, This 
mixture will effectually deſtroy mice, if laid in the ſame manner, 
Be careful to keep it from children; alſo from dogs, cats, hogs, 
poultry, &c. as it is a certain poiſon, As the publick have been 
greatly impoſed upon by preparations of this kind; in order to 
prevent counterfeits, be careful to obſerve that the printed di- 
rection given with each box has the figure of a rat in it, and 
over it J. ATkins; alſo that each direction is figned with his 
own hand. Prepared and fold by John Atkins, of Ulleſthorpe, 
near Lutterworth, iu tin boxes, at 28. 6d, each.“ 


time 
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time of the general ſurvey, it was in the king's poſſeſ- 

ſion, and worth 40 ſhillings : 
Rex te ten B1cHesB1E . Leuuinteneb T. R. E. Ib dt. v. car tre 
Tra. 1111 * In dnio.e una cat̃᷑. / x. uiffi cũ. iii i. bord hñt. 11. cat 
Ibi. xx. ae bti. Valuit. xxx. ſot . Modo. xr . ſolid. 
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At that time, it appears, there were five plough- lands; 
and the land was equal to the employment of four 
ploughs. One plough- land was in demeſne; ten villans, 
with five bordars, had two ploughs; and there were 
twenty acres of meadow. 


mo Q. == 


ad. 


From the king's hands it came to the family of Verdon; 
till Nicholas de Verdon, in 1216, taking part with the 
rebellious barons, all his lands in this county were 
ſeized by King John, and granted ro William Cauti— 
lupe, to hold during pleaſure; but the king dying 

that year, he (Nicholas de Verdon) ſubmitted himſelf 
to his ſon Henry III. and had his property reſtored “. 
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In 1257, John Lord Verdon obtained the king's 
charter of free-warren + for all his demeſne lands in New - 
bold, Lutterworth, Buttleſby, Coteſbach, and Keſting- 


ton, in this county j. 


5s H. III. Roger de Quinci, earl of Winton, ot 
ceaſed, was ſeiſed of one knight's fee in Buckliſby, i 
com. Leic. value 1 5l. per annum; and John de von 
held the ſame. 


* Clauſ. 18 John, m. 2, 1216, MS, Chetwynd. 


+ The privilege of Free-warren was this; that within that 
liberty no perſon ſhould hunt or deſtroy the game of hare, 
partridge, or pheaſant, or fiſh, without the leave of him to 
whom the ſaid privilege was granted, on forfeiture of ten pounds, 
Paroch. Antiq. p. 247. 


2 Cart. 42 H. III. m. 1, 1257. 
§ 55 A. I 1270. Ne 36, Leic, 
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2 E. I. John Lord of Verdun, deceaſed, held the 
manor of Buckleſby, in com. Leic. of the manor of 
Winton, by the ſervice of one appearance at the Earl's 
Court at Minſterton or Bulkyngton, in com. Leic. upon 
eight days notice before- hand; and Theobald de Verdun, 
next heir of the ſaid John, was aged 22 and upwards “. 

24 E. I. the town of Binckleſby, in com. Leic. was 
held in fee of the honor of Winton, And Theobald 
de Verdun held lands there of the heirs of the Earl; 
and the heirs, of the king; by the ſervice of one 
knight's fee . 

2 E. III. Robert de Holland, deceaſed, held, as of 
the right and inheritance of Maud his wife, to the 
value of 10l. parcel of one knight's fee, with the ap- 
purtenances, in Bitleſby, in com. Leic. which Theo- 
bald de Verdun ſome time held }. . 

6 R. II. William de Furnyvall, knight, deceaſed, 
held the town of Bacclefby, in com. Leic. (where there 
were two views of Franc-pledge) of the honor of Win-. 
ton, by knight's ſervice. Joan (wife of Thomas de 
Neville) was his daughter and heir, and aged 13 years $. 

20 E. III. Thomas de Furnivall (on the aid then 
granted for knighting Edward of Woodſtoc, the king's 
eldeſt ſon) was aſſeſſed 208. for half a knight's fee in 
Bitteſby, in com. Leic. parcel of the honor of Winton ||. 

10 H, IV. Thomaſia, who was the wife of Thomas 
Furnyvall, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of the manor or demeſne 
of Buttleſby, in com. Leic. which was held of the 
duke of Lancaſter, as of the honor of Leiceſter, by 
the ſervice of making two appearances at his view of 
the Franc-pledge of Leiceſter. Maud was the next 
heir of the aforeſaid Thomaſia, viz. daughter of Joan, 


* Eſc, 2 E. I. 1273. Ne 34, Leic. 

+ Inq. 24 E. I. 1296, in Scacc, 

t 2 E. III 1328, Eſc. 2 E. III. Ne 54, Leic, 
$ Eſc. 6 R. II. 1382. Ne 41, Leic. 

|| Rot, Aux. 20 E. III. 1346. 
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daughter of the aforeſaid ——— and Thomaſia, and 
aged 17“. 

1 H. VI. Maud, who was the wife of John Lovel, 
knight, deceaſed, was ſeiſed of one Knight's fee, in 
Bitteſby, in com. Leic. which John Merbury holds . 

32 H. VI. John Talbot, earl of Shrewſbury, de- 
ceaſed, was ſeiſed of the manor of Bytulluſby, in com. 
Leic. by the courteſy of England, for term of life. 
It was held of the king as of his dutchy of Lancaſter, 
by the ſervice of making two appearances yearly, at 
the two views of the Franc-pledge of Leiceſter. And 
the earl of Salop was his ſon and heir }. | 

3 H. VI. William Lovel, knight, deceaſed, was 
ſeiſed of one knight's fee in Birleſby, in com. Leic. 
which John Merbury lately held, as of the right of 
Agnes his wife §. 

38 H. VI. John Earl of Salop, deceaſed, was ſeiſed 
of the manor of Bittleſby, alias Bitteſby, in com. Leic. 
and held it of Joan Beauchamp, late lady of Ber- 
gaveny ||. a 
33 Eliz. George earl of Shrewſbury died ſeiſed of 
the manor of Bitteſby, 18 Nov. NJ 

This lordſhip, which Burton tells us was anciently 
called Bitteluſby, and which in the endowment of the 
vicarage in 1260 is ſpelt Budeſby, contains only one 
bouſe. The whole lordſhip is now almoſt entirely occu- 
pied by one perſon; and the greateſt part of the land has 
long ſince been converted into paſtures for cattle and 
ſheep; and, to uſe Burton's words, © it is a molt fertile 
and fruitful foil.” Bitteſby is remarkable for having 
been the manor of John Talbot, the firſt and famous 
earl of Shrewſbury, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo much 


* Eſc, 10 H. IV. 1408. Ne 25, Leic, 
+ Eſc. 1 H. VI. 1422. Ne 51, Leic. 
+ Eſc. 32 H. VI. 1453. 
$ Eſc. 33 H. VI. 1454. N' 28, Leic. 
Eſc. 38 H. VI. 1459. 

I Cole's Inquiſitions, vol. V. p. 294. 
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d in France in the reign of Henry VI. It came to him 

by marriage with an heireſs of Thomas Nevil Lord 
J, Furvival; and continued in the poſleſſion of that noble 
n family, till, by the marriage of Alathea, daughter and 


coheireſs of Gilbert ſeventh Earl, it came to Thomas 
2. Howard, Earl of Arundel, Surrey, and Norfolk; whoſe 
Ns nephew Henry Earl of Norwich fold it to Charles Earl 


e. of Shrewſbury ſoon after the year 1676. 

, It now belongs to a Roman Catholic gentleman, of 
ar the name of Towuly. 

d 

1 W488 W X51 


c. Is a ſmall village upon the Warwickſhire fide of 
of the Watling Street Road, in the hundred of Knight- 
lowe, and is at the diſtance of a mile to the Weſt of 


d Claybrook church. It contains about twelve houſes; 
0. and has a chapel dedicated to the Aſſumption of Our 
r- Lady, where ſervice is performed once a fortnight, 
of On the outſide of the chancel wall is this date : 

| 1634 | 
ly To F. 
_— The chapel has a ſingle bell, and the roof is leaded. 
_ Sixty years or more before the Conqueſt, this village 


4 was bequeathed by Ulfric Spot (a potent man in thoſe 
le days, and founder of Burton Abbey in Staffordſhire), 


ig io one Athelric for life, and afterwards to the monaſtery 
— of Burton. 
ch At the time of the Conqueror's Survey, None, 


Wibetot, and Welei, belonged to Fulco and Robert, 
who held them under the Earl of Mellent: 


3 f 3 
pſe com ten in NR Ste NE. II. hid. 7 Fulco de eo. U ra. C. vii. 
ar. In dñio. E una. 7 VI. uilli vi. bord cũ. 111. car , Ibi. vill. 


c Pti , Valuit 7 ua. XL. ſolid. 
in . | Ipſe 
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22 . * 
Ipſe com ten in NET / in RLE dimid hid. 7 Fulco 
de eo. Tra. . III. Car̃. In dnio ſunt, 11 7 111. uiffi 71111. bord 
cũ. 11. car. Ibi. xL. ac pti. Valuit 7 uat. xxx. ſolid. 
o 

Ipſe com ten in ead villa . 11. bid 7 dimid .7 Robr de eo. 

13 Fa aro * Abe ny 1 
Tra. . v. cat̃. In dnio ſunt. II. v.uitti 7 111, bord cũ. 11. francig 
hüt. 111. car. Ibi. xxx. ac ti. Valuit 7 uat.L . ſolid. 
Has. 111 . tras tenuit Sexi libere. T. R. E. 


In Weſton, this record tells us, the earl had two hides, 
which were held by Fulco. There were ſeven plough- 
lands, one of which was kept in demelne, with fix 
villans, ſeven bordars, and three ploughs. 1 here were 
then alſo eight acres of meadow; and it was worth 40s. 

In Mibtoft and Willey, the earl had half a hide, 
which Fulco held under him. There were four ploug h- 
lands; of which two were in demeſne, with three vil- 
lans, four bordars, and two ploughs. There were forty 
acres of meadow ; and it was worth 30s. 

x The earl had two hides and a half alſo in the ſame 
„ village, which were held under him by Robert; and 
- contained five plough-lands, of which two were in 
i: demeſne, with two villans, three bordars, and two 
f francigene ®, having three ploughs. There were thirty 


we we. * EF 7 "oo YE Topo cg 


v acres of meadow; and it was worth 50s. 
| All thele three parcels of land had been the freehold 
* of Sexi in the time of Edward the Confeſſor; and were 
then of the ſame value as at the period of the ſurvey. 
The property of Wibtoft paſſed ſoon after to the fa- 
milies ſucceſſively of De Bois and Zouch. Lands here 
were granted by Ralph Arraby to the Abbey of Lei- 
ceſter; and a meſſuage with 120 acres of land were 


purchaſed of Gilbert de Houby by the Prioreſs of ol 


* Francigena, when it occurs in Domeſday, denotes an alien fit 
born, in contradiſtinction to an Engliſhman; and was a general 
name for all perſons who could not prove themſelves to be 


Engliſhmen, ab 
: Nun- 


* — 7 


© * * 
6? .—T % . a. 


* 
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Nuneaton. But the manor is ſuppoſed by Dugdale to 
have continued with the Zouches, “till Edward Lord 
Zouch, in our fathers' memory *, paſſed it away, as he 
did the ſubſtance of his ancient inheritance.“ 
It has been already ſaid, that the abovementioned 
family of De Bois once poſſeſſed the manor of Clay- 
brook, and that there were four Ernalds of this family 
in lineal deſcent. The firſt Ernald de Boſco lived in 
the reign of King Stephen, and was Seneſchal to 
Robert Earl of Leiceſter; he founded the abbey of 
Bittleſden in Buckinghamſhire, The third of that 
name was living in 1241, 26 Henry III. The fourth 
Ernald had two ſons, John and William, who died 
without iſſue; and a daughter named Iſabell, who was 
married to John Lovell, whoſe daughter Matilda was 
married to William de la Zouch, of Harriugworth in 
Northamptonſhire, by which marriage the manor of 
Wibtoft, as well as other manors in Warwickſhire and 
Leiceſterſhire, belonging to the family of De Bois, 
came into the poſſeſſion of the Zouches, of whom I 
now proceed to give ſome account. Alan de la Zouch, 
from whom Aſhby de la Zouch in Leiceſterſhire derives 
its name, lived in the reign of Henry III. and obtained 
large poſſeſſions in this county by marrying one of the 
heireſſes of Roger de Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter, 
From Eudo, a younger fon of this Alan, deſcended the 
Zouches of Harringworth; the inheritance of which, 
Eudo obtained in right of his wife Melicent de Cante- 
lupe. Their ſon, William de la Zouch, married Ma- 
tilda, daughter and heireſs of the abovementioned John 
Lovell and of Iſabell his wife, the filter and heirels of 
William de Boſco. | 

The manor of Wibtofr continued in the poſſeſſion 
of the Zouches till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, I 
am not acquainted with the hiſtory of the manor 
ſince that time; but the manerial rights are claimed 


* Theſe are Dugdale's words; and will carry us back to 
about the beginning of the ſeventeenth century. 
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by the lords of Weſton in Arden, to whom Wibtoft 
pays ſuit and ſervice. 


The lordſhip of Wibtoft is incloſed; bat I am not 
able to diſcover at what period of time the incloſure 
took place; nor am I in poſſeſſion of any documents 
that can enable me to throw much light upon the 
hiſtory of the property of the village. 


There was an old family, of the name of Winterton, 
in this place; of whom the following account is trans» 
ſcribed verbatim from a grave-ſtone that lies in the 
middle aile of Claybrook church: | 


« Under this ſtone lyeth interred 
Ralph Winterton, of Wibtoft, 
gentleman; july 20, 158 ö. 
And Mary his wife; Sept. 9, 1617. 


-— - ——— = * - — - 
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And Ralph Winterton, gent. 6 
Auguſt the 26, 1630. 
And Ann his wife; November 17, 1618. | 


- — 
— ñ —— 


And William Winterton, gentleman; 
July 25, 1663. 


And Mary his wife; Sept. 11, 1658, i 

And Ralph Winterton, gentleman; 0 

October 7, 1706. 2 

| Ard Ann his wife; t 
| | February 26, 1710.“ 4 
: John (the fon of Ralph Winterton, who died in f. 


1706, died in 1754; and he had a brother named 
Ralph, who was vicar of Enderby in Leiceſterſhire, 
who died ia November, 1750, aged 63, and was bu- 


ried in Claybrook, cloſe by the reading-defſk, William, 1 
} the ſon of John Winterton, died in 1767; and his el- ri 
| deſt ſon William has within theſe few years ſold the cl 
4 property in Wibtoft, upon which his forefathers had w. 
| lived with great credit for many generations. There 


7 was 


r 
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was a Ralph Winterton at Cambridge in the laſt century, 
who was Regius Profeflor of Medicine in that Univer- 
ſity, and publiſhed an edition of the minor Greek Poets, 
with learned notes upon Heſiod. It is not impoſſible 
that he might have been of the ſame family with the 
Wintertons of Wibtoft. 

A great part of the lordſhip of Wibtoft, about four- 
ſcore years ago, was the property of reſpectable yeo- 
men, who occupied their own farms. At this time not 
one proprietor reſides in the place; but the whole 
lordſhip is occupied by tenants. 

The following are the names of the preſent proprie- 
tors: Lord Denbigh, the Hon, Mrs. Leigh, Thomas 
Dicey, Eſq. Miſs Fielding, Mrs. Platts of Nottingham, 
Alderſon, gent. — Woodland, gent. Mr, 


William Gilbert, Richard Perks, John Webb, William 


Crott, Parker. 

The land-tax which is paid by Wibtoft, at 4s. in the 

ound, amounts to the yearly ſum of 76l. 4s. 6d. 

he annual rent of the lands and houſes which are 
charged with the payment of poor-rates is 5331.; and 1 
am informed that the poors' rate is from 8d. to a ſhilling 
in the pound, communibus annis. The repairs of the 
chapel, the county rates, and the conſtable's expences, 
are defrayed by a levy, which the conſtable aſſeſſes, and 
the amount of this rate is sd. or 6d. in the pound, 
communibus annis, Wibtoft has a wake of its own, 
diſtint from Claybrook, which is celebrated on the 
feſtival of St. Matthew. 


LITTLE VIGST. ON 


Lies about half a mile beyond High Croſs, on the 
right-hand ſide of the road to Hinckley; and has a 
chapel, dedicated to the Aſſumption of Our Lady, 
where divine ſervice is performed every other Sunday. 


E 3 This 
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This town did very anciently belong to William le 


Almoner. Before the time of the Conqueror, Ulfrie c 
Spot gave a hide of land (lying in Sharnford, but c 
belonging to this town) to Burton Abbey #, 1 
At the time of the Survey, Aluric the preſbyter held 0 
two plough-lands of the king in elemoſyna at Little 
Wigſton, which were then ſaid to belong to Harnford. 
He held one of them himſelf, and five bordars held the 6 
pd other. There were four acres of meadow land; the 
* whole was then worth 208. the ſame ſum as it had been tl 
0 valued at in the time of Edward the Confeſſor. I 
15 
| ELEMOSINZ REGIS. ! 
Aluric pbr tende rege in Mionsrav. rr car tre. ptin adSCENE 
| FORD .Ibi hf, 1. caf. J v. bord ej hit alia. Ibi. 1111. 4c pri, ſ 
k Valuit 7 ual. xx. ſolid. | 
ö The village belonged afterwards to the abbot and 
5 convent of Reading in Berkſhire; and it appears by an 
| extract from the Harleian MSS. that it was given to 
that abbey by Peter de Belgrave, and the grant con- 
firmed by Robert de Arraby, for the annual conſide- 
ration of 30s. The grant was confirmed alſo by king ol 
Heory II. + le 
4 24 E. I. the village of Wigſton, co. Leic. was held L 
g in fee of the Abbat of Reading. © Wigſton eſt * 
ö * de feodo de Reading; & abbas de Reading tenet hh 
ÞB &« totam villam de rege in capite, & habet regalia, & f 
* «© non dat ſcutagium.” The Abbat held ſixteen vir- 4 
$ gates of land and a windmill there, of the king, 
t in villenage. He had alſo the royalty, and paid no in 
{ ſcutage 7. 
: * Cart, Antiq. lib, x, n. 12, MS, Chetw. Reg. Abh. vil 


+ MS, Chetwynd, ex Cart. Antiq. lib. x. n. 12. 


| 

J Burton. ; er 
] 
| } Inq, 24 E. I. 1296, in Scacc, 


20 E. III. 
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20 E. III. the Abbat of Redinges (on the aid then 
granted for knighting Edward of Wooditoc, the king's 
eldeſt ſon) was aſſeſſed 138. 4d. for a third part of one 
knight's fee in Wigſton, in com. Leic. which he held 
of the king “. 


The arms of the abbey of Reading, Azure, three 
eſcallops Or, were in the chapel in Burton's time. 


The preſent proprietors of Little Wigſton are Jona- 
than Grundy, Eſq. the Rev. Bartholomew Muſſon, 
Mr. Binley, Mr. Dickinſon, Meſſrs. Clarke, Wildman, 
Walker, Martin, Spires, and- Bilſon; not one of whom 
reſides in the place. 


Upon a flat ſtone in the church is the following in- 
ſcription : 


“William Muſſon, gent. died Sept. 15, 1749, 
aged 73. 
Thomas Muſſon, gent. brother of the ſaid William, 
died April 22, 1738.“ 


The valuation of the lordſhip, as ſettled in the ſpring 
of 1786, amounts to 3621. 148. 10d. a year; a ſix penny 
levy raiſes the ſum of gl. 1s. 31d. The payments upon 
an average of the four laſt years amount to 571. 78. 2d. 
at 28. 4d. in the pound, including poor, conſtables, 
hi-hways, and chapel rates; which ſeveral offices are 
annually ſerved by the ſame perſon. The land-tax, at 
48. in the pound, amounts to the yearly ſum of 321. 


Little Wigſton is a copyhold of the manor of Row- 
ington Þ in Warwickſhire, It pays an annual quit-rent 


Rot. aux, 20 E. III. 1346, 

+ The father of this gentleman was long a refident in this 
village, ' He ſerved the office of high - ſheriff for the county ; 
and was a very able and active magiſtrate, He died Nov. 8, 
1798; and was buried, with his father, at Burbach. 

} Rowington formerly belonged to the abbey of Reading. 


E 4 of 


- a * - * rr 2 5 88 
— 211 ii. 4 N 2. "EY 
- . , - *, 4 r 


56 HISTORY A ANTIQUITIES 


of 71. 38. 4d. and each tenant pays a common fine of 
IS. a year. There are a few cottages belonging to this 
lordſhip in Smockington hollow, on the right-hand fide 

of the road to Hinckley, The village of Little Wig- 
ſton, in which the chapel ſtands, is about a quarter of 
a mile to the Eaſt of Smockington, and lies ſo very 
low, as to be ſcarcely diſcernible till one is clole at it; 
it contains four ſubſtantial farm-houſes, and about the 
ſame number of labourers' cottages, and exhibits the 
appearance of a neat rural ſquare. 

The Southern part of this lordſhip is conſi derably 
elevated, and opens ſome good proſpects into Warwick- 
ſhire, and over a confiderable part of the county of 
Leiceſter; in ſome points of view to the diſtance of 


twenty-five miles. Being in general rather a flat coun- 


try, it cannot be ſaid to abound in pictureſque beauty ; 
and yet, upon the whole, the proſpect is pleafing, not 
only from the rich and cultivated appearance of the 


country, but from the variety of objects; ſuch as gen- 


tlemen's ſeats, towers, and ſpires, which ſtrike the eye 
in almoſt every direction. From the elevated parts of 
this lordſhip may be ſeen the ſeat of Sir Roger Newdi- 
gate at Arbury, Mr. Oakover's at Oldbury, Mr. Cra- 
dock-Hartopp's at Mereval, and Leiceſter Grange, in 
Warwickſhirez and in Laiceftcrihire, Lord Went- 
worth's ſeat at Kirby, Sir Woolſtan Dixie's at Market 
Boſworth, Mr. Dodd's at Tooley, Mr. Smith's at Nor- 


manton, Mr, Hartopp's at Scraptoft, and Mr. Aſhby's 


at Quenby ; together with near. thirty pariſh churches, 


Which on a clear day are eaſily diſtinguiſhed. 


Two of the chief ingredients of pictureſque beauty, 
I mean water, and the interchange of hill and dale, 
are ſeldom to be met with in Leiceſterſhire; it is cer- 
tainly a flat and heavy country, but the proſpects which 
it exhibits impreſs the mind witli thoſe f of induſtry, 
comfort, and plenty, which naturally connect themſelves 
with the view of rich paſtures, abounding with flocks 

an 
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and herds, and of well-cultivated land, interſperſed 
with populous villages and ſubſtantial farm-houſes. 

About mid-way between Wibtoft and Little Wigſton 
is the ſpot which has been mentioned as the ſtatioa of 
the Bennones, or Vennones, Dr. Stukeley, who travelled 
along Watling-ſtreet with a deſign to make obſervations 
on it, affirms, that“ Veanone ſtands in the interfetion of 
the two great Roman roads which traverſe the Kingdom 
obliquely, and ſeem to be the centre, as well as the 
higheſt ground in England; for ſrom hence rivers 
run every way, The Fols road went acroſs the backſide 
of an inn ſtanding here, and ſo towards Bath. The 
ground hereahout is very rich, and much Ebulus (an 
herb much ſought after for the cure of dropſies) grows 
here. Claybroke lane has a piece of an old quickſet 
hedge left acroſs it, betokening one fide of the Foſs ; 
which road in this place bears exactly N. E. and S. W. 
as it does upon the moor on this fide of Lincoln. In the 
garden before the inn abovementioned, a tumulus was 
removed about the year 1720, under which the body of a 
man was found upon the plain ſurface; as likewiſe hath 
been under ſeveral others hereabouts; and foundations of 
buildings have been frequently dug up along the ſtreet 
here, all the way to Cleyceſtre, through which went 
the great ſtreet-way called Watling-ſtreet; for on both 
ſides of the way have been ploughed and dig up many 
antient coins, great ſquare ſtones and bricks, and other 
rubbiſh of that antient Roman building; not far from 
a beacon, ſtanding upon the way, now called High- 
Crols, of a Croſs which ſtood there ſame time, upon 
the meeting of another great way &.“ 

From this elevated ſpot 57 churches may be ſeen by 
the help of a glaſs. | | 

Mr. Lee, of Leiceſter, had a Roman urn found 
in digging a vault for the late Lord Denbigh, with 
eleven more covered with Roman bricks +. - 


* Stukeley's Itin, ed, 1724, fol. 104. 
+ Gough's Camden, II. 199. 
| In 
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In the ſame place where the Old Croſs which Dr. 
Stukeley mentions) ſtood, is a new Croſs erected, of 
a handſome defign, but of mouldering ſtone, built at 


the joint expence of Baſil late Earl of Denbigh, and 


the gentlemen of the neighbourhood ; on which, at 
the time of its erection, were depicted the arms of 
the Earl of Denbigh, Lord Brook, Lord Willoughby, 
Lord Leigh, the Earl of Coventry, Lord Compton, 
and Lord Conway. It conſiſts of four Doric columns, 
regarding the four roads, ſurmounted by a globe 
and ſun- dial, erected by ſubſcription in 1712; on two 
ſides, between the four Tuſcan pillars that compoſe a 
ſort of pedeſtal, are theſe inſcriptions, compoled by 
Mr. George Greenway, ſchoolmaſter at Coventry: 


On the South ſide, 


« Vicinarum provinciarum VERVICENSIS 
ſcilicet & IL.EIeEsTRENSIS ornamenta, 
Proceres Patriciique, 

Auſpiciis illuſtriſſimi Bas1L11 
Comitis de DexB1Gn, 

Hanc Columnam ſtatuendam 
curaverunt, in gratam pariter 
et perpetuam memoriam Jani tandem 
a Sereniſhma ANNA clauſi. 

A. D. mpccx11,” 


On the Weſt ſide, 


&« $i veterum Romanorum veſtigia 
. Quezras, hic cernas, Viator. Hic enim 
 Celeberrimz illorum vie militares, 
Sele mutuo ſecantes, ad extremos uſque 
BRTITANNIx limites procurrunt. Hic 
Stativa ſua habuerunt VEXNON ES“, & ad 
Primum abhinc Lapidem Caſtra ſua; 
Ad STRATAM & ad Fossam Tumulum 
CLavpivs quidem Cohortis Præfectus 
Habuiſſe videtur.“ 
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On this ſubject, John Drayton, the celebrated Au- 
thor of “ Polyolbion,” himſelf a native of Leiceſter» 
ſhire, thus ſpiricedly apoſtrophizes ; 


Hence, Muſe, divert thy courſe to Dunſmore, by that croſſe 
Where thoſe two mightie waies, the Watling and the Foſſe, 
Our center ſeeme to cut. (The firſt doth hold her way, 

From Dover, to the farth'ſt of fruitful Angleſey: 

The ſecond South and North, from Michaels utmoſt mount. 
To Cathneſſe, which the furth'ſt of Scotland wee account.) 
And then proceed to ſhowe, how Avon from her Spring, 


By Newnham's fount is bleſt ; and how ſhe, blandiſhing, 
By Duntmore drives along. 


A little to the Weſt of High Croſs ſtands a tumulus, 
which bears the name of Cloudſley Buſh ; concerning 
which Dugdale ſays it is hard to gueſs, whether it had 
its name at firſt from one Claudius, a Roman ſoldier, 
whoſe place of ſepulture it was; or from the Britiſh 


word Claude, ſignifying a ditch, becauſe it is ſo near 
the Foſſe. 


CLATBROOK CHURCEH 


The pariſh church of Claybrook is in the dioceſe of 
Lincoln, and in the deanry of Guthlaxton. Ir is dedi- 
cated to St. Peter; on the Sunday following which feſ- 
tival, the wake is annually celebrated. It is a hand- 
ſome ſtone edifice, containing three ailes ; the breadth 
of which, or the diſtance between the North and South 
doors, is fitty-eight feet ſeven inches; and the length, 
including the chancel, eighty- ſix feet ſeven inches. The 
body, or middle aile, riſes about ten feet higher than 
the two ſide ailes, and is thirty-four feet high, and 
twenty-four feet broad; this aile has pillars on each 
ſide, very handſomely fluted, terminating in pointed 
arches, of which there are four on each ſide, in parallel 
directions, ſurmounted by an equal number of Gothic- 
ſhaped windows, The middle aile is alſo terminated to 


the 
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the Eaſtward by a loſty pointed arch, which leads into 
the chancel, The two fide ailes have each four win- 
dows ; two in front, and one at each end. There are 
two porches at the North and South entrances into the 
church ; the North porch is built of brick, and was 
erected about the year 1717; the South porch is 
chiefly built of ſtone, and appears to be as ancient as 
the church itfelf, The body of the church, and the 
two fide ailes, are covered with lead. The church is 
chieſly conſtructed of ſuch ſort ot ſtones as are found at 
Stanton and Sapcote in this county. The chance} and 
tower are built of free-ſtnne. I have not been able to 
diſcover at what period of time either the church or the 
chancel was builr; but ſuppoſe rhe rower to have been 
built in 1614, from its having thar date inſcribed upon 
the wall in two different places. The roof of the mid- 
dte aile bears marks of conſiderable antiquity ; it is of 
rafter, and there is a great varicty of groteſque figures 
Carved out in the wood, befides ornaments of a fimilar 
kind in ſtone upon the walls of this aile. 

The church was covered afreſh with lead, and 
otherwiſe underwent a thorough repair, in 1767; for 
which purpoſe 135 l. was levied upon the pariſhioners, 
and 10651. collected by a brief. 

A gallery was built at the Weſt end of the church 
in the year 1786; in which is placed a ſmall organ 
containing eight ſtops, which was purchaſed by a ſub- 
ierip:ton among rhe pariſhioners. The organiſt (a poor 
bund man, a native of the pariſh) died about three years 
129, and his place has not yet been fupplied by another. 
he erection of this gallery, and the introduction of an 
drgan into the church, were violently oppoſed by the 
pariſh churchwarden, who (miravile ditlu “) was encou- 
raged by a proctor in one of the courts to ſly in the face 
of his own confiituents, aud to inſtitute a proceſs, with 
the view of making a whole pariſh bend to the humour 
of ane unreaſonable man. The indignant feelings of 
the pariſhioners were rouled when they were made ac- 

| quainted 
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quainted with the churchwarden's intention, and a pub- 
lic veſtry was immediate y called for the purpoſe of tak- 
ing his conduct into conſideration. The meeting was 
uncommonly full; and the two following reſolutions 
were unanimouſly agreed to, and ſigned by upwards of 
torty heads of families: 
« Claybrook, Oct. 12, 1785. 

1. © We whoſe names are written underneath, being 
aſſembled at a veſtry held this day in the pariſh church, 
agreeable to public notice giren laſt haps tor the 
purpoſe of taking into conſideration the offer which 
was made at the laſt meeting of veſtry, by two gentle- 
men of this pariſh, to build a galiery at their own ex- 
pence, and to place an organ in the ſaid gallery, do now 
concur in the refolution which was then unamimouſly 
paſſed, approving of the ſaid offer ; and we likewiſe de- 
clare, that the propoſal which has been made by the 
ſad gentlemen, of applying for a faculty to build a new 
gallery, meets with our hearty conſent and approbation; 
and conſidering it both as a matter of ornament and 
utility to the church, we are deſirous that this our re- 
ſolution be tranſmitted by the ſaid gentlemen. to their 
proctor in the archdeaconry court of Leiceſter as ſoon 
as poſlible.” 


* Claybrook, October 12, 1785. 

2. We whoſe names are written underneath, inha— 
bitants of the pariſh of Claybrook, aſſembled in 
veſtry, agreeable to public notice given laſt Sunday 
in the pariſh church, for taking into conſideration 
certain matters which have ariſen in conſequence of the 
reſolution of the laſt veſtry, held May 25, 1785, have 
ing underſtood that one of the churchwardens of this 
pariſh has retained a-proftor in the archdeaconry court 
of Leiceiter, to oppoſe the erection of a new gallery, 
which two gentlemen of this pariſh have oſtered to erett 
at their own expence, and to which offer we have al- 
ready conſented by two reſolutions in veſtry: 


« We 
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* We do now reſolve, that we will not ſupport the 
ſaid churchwarden, nor defray any expence which he 
may incur in oppoſing the erection of the ſaid gallery, 
which, we are convinced, will be both ornamental and 
uſeful to the church; and we are deſirous that this our 
reſolution be tranſmitted by the ſaid gentlemen to their 
proctor in the archdeaconry court of Leiceſter,” 


Notwithſtanding the above reſolutions, the church- 
warden ſtrenuouſly perſiſted in his oppoſition to the 
unanimous ſenſe of the pariſh declared in public veſtry, 
and his proctor no leſs itrenuouſly encouraged him to 
perſevere ; nay, the learned gentleman ſhewed his zeal 
in bebalf of his client by taking a journey from Lich- 
field to Claybrook, to furniſh himſelf with loci canonici, 
or, to ſpeak in plain Engliſh, with zopics for the diſplay 
of his eloquence in the archdeaconry court; for this 
purpoſe, he minutely ſurveyed the intended ſite of the 
new gallery; and I well remember that ſome of the molt 
formidable objections muſtered up by him were, that 
by the erection of a gallery the rays of light would 
be intercepted in their progreſs through a few panes 
of glaſs, and that the occupiers of the front ſeats in 
the new gallery would have it in their power to diſturb 
the devotions of thofe who ſat below, by ſpitting upon 
them, and by other acts of rudeneſs. Theſe, and many 


other objections of equal importance, were anſwered 


with ſuitable gravity by the learned proctor on the other 
ſide; and it is hard to ſay when the conteſt would 
have terminated; had not the churchwarden died, pen- 
dente lite, and left the defendants at liberty to erect the 
gallery. 

The ſeating of the church is very irregular, partly 
conſiſting of pews, and partly of plain benches in the 
old faſhion, running at right angles from either fide of 
the ailes. | 

The chancel is a very handſome edifice; it is forty- 
two feet ſeven inches long, eighteen feet ſeven inches 
broad, and twenty-ſeven feet and a half high. — 

three 
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three Gothic-ſhaped windows on each ſide, facing one 
another, whoſe dimenſions are fiftcen feet ſeven inches 
high, and ſeven feet ten inches wide. Art the Eaſt end 
of the chancel there was formerly a magnificent window, 
which was barbarouſly taken away by the avarice of a 
quondam vicat, who grudged the expence of keeping 
it in repair, and walled up the whole ſpace with brick 
work. The height of this window was twenty-three 
feet, and its breadth was thirteen feet eight inches. 
The inſcription over the communion-table is ſimple and 
ſuitable ; Do this in remembrance of me.” There 
are ſeveral niches in the abutments on the outſide of 
the chancel, which, doubtleſs, in the times of Popery 
were receptacles for images. They are five feet three 
inches high, and one foot and a half wide. They ex- 
hibit marks of cunſiderable antiquity, and they are ſur- 
rounded with various groteſque ornaments in itone. 


The following inſtance of longevity is recorded upon 


a grave-ſtone which lies in the chancel : 


Here lyeth the body of 
Sarah, firſt the wife of Richard Webſter, 
late of Burbage in this county, gent. 
afterwards the wife of Mr. Edward Phips. 
She died June 19, 1728, aged 100.“ 


Upon another ſtane in the chancel is the following 
inſcription, which is faid to have been written by the 
late Rev. Mr. Hitchcock, vicar of Bitteſwell : 


% Within the limits of this ſacred encloſure 
is depofited the mortal part of the 
Reverend Burton Crompton, M: A. 
who, having faithfully ſerved the cure of this pariſh 
twelve years, departed this lite 
January 11, 1767, aged 46. 


In the ſame ſpot are interred 
the remains of Mary Crompton, his widow, 
daughter 
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daughter of Simon Stokes, of Hinkley in this county, gent. 


he endured the painful ſeparation three months, the 

and then followed him whom ſhe had loved when living, roc 
and whom ſhe lamented when dead. en 

She died April 12, 1767, aged 37. aſc 

They noy reſt together in the ſame grave, | 

to be re- united in an eternal ſtate of happineſs 7 

| at the great day of reſurrection. foll 
Their afflicted friends Mc 


have inſcribed this monumental ſtone 
in teſtimony of their own loſs, 
and to preſerve the remembrance of two perſons 
whom they juſtly valued.” 


At the Weſt end of the church is a well-built tower, 
which is furniſhed with a clock, and contains four bells, 


The largeſt bell his no date marked upon it, - but 
there are ſome characters inſcribed upon it, which, I 
confeſs, I have not antiquarian ſagacity ſufficient to de- 
cypher. The other three are dated as follows, 1618, 
1626, 1672; the two former have the following in- 
ſeriptions: © Rex Judeorum, I. H. S. Nazarenus, Fili 
Dei, miſerere mei; and the latter, All glory be to 
God on high.“ 


The height of the tower, from the top of the parapet 
wall to the ground, is about ſixty-five feet eight 
inches, and there 1s a pinnacle on each angle of the O 
tower about ſix feet and a half high. 


1 On the outſide of the tower the date 1614 18 legible in tl 
4 in two places, and the names John Cope and Nicholas Jas hi 
Higginſon. 


On an atchievement in the church: 


Arms, Azure, a lion rampant Or, a chief of the 
ſame, impaling, Argent, a ſquirrel ſcjant proper. 
| Inſcrip- 


* 
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The pulpit was removed, ſome years ago, from one of 
the pillars on the North fide of the middle aile, to the 
rood-loft, which is cloſed up at the top; but the lower 
entrance remains open, from which there is a winding 
aſcent of 20 ſteps to the top. 

Inſcriptions upon the walls of Claybrook church : 

Upon a neat marble monument in the middle aile is the 
following epitaph, which was written by Miſs Hannah 


More: 
«© Sacred 
to the memory 
of | 
Cluer Dicey, 
who died the 3d of Oftober, 1775, 
aged 60, 


O thou, or friend, or ſtranger, who ſhalt tread 
Theſe folemn manſions of the filent dead ; 
Think, when this record to enquiring eyes, 
No more ſhall tell the ſpot were Dicey lies ; 
When this frail marble, faithleſs to its truſt, 
Mouldering itſelf, reſigns its moulder'd duſt ; 
When Time ſhall fail, and Nature feel decay, 
And earth, and ſun, and ſkies, diſſolve away; 
The foul this conſummation ſhall ſurvive, 
Defy the wreck, and but begin to live. 

Oh, paule ! refle&, repent, reſolve, amend! 
Life has no length; eternity no end.“ 


Over the South door is the following record : 

Michael Poole, gent, late of Ulleſthorpe, by his will, 
bequeathed the intereſt of 530 J. to be laid out in coals 
in the ſummer ſeaſon, and diſpoſed of in the winter, 
as his executors or the poſſeſſors of his eſtate ſhall think 
fit, to the poor of the town of Ulleſthorpe for ever.” 

The following liſt of benefactions is tranſcribed from 
he wall of the North aile : 

William Stretton, late of Lower Claybrook, hath 
given by his will to the poor of the ſaid rown 57. 
o be put out to intereſt by the miniſter and 
hurchwardens; and n to be applied, from 

time 
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time to time, for the uſe of the poor aforeſaid, in ſuch 
manner as the miniſter and churchwardens ſhall think 
| fit and expedient. : 
Richard Webſter, late of Burbage, hath given the \ 
ſum of 205. yearly to the poor of Claybrook. 8 
William Muſſon, of Little Wigſton, gent. gave by will Je 
to the churchwardens of this pariſh 10/. to be by them 0 
put out on intereſt ; the yearly produce to be by them tt. 
laid out in bread, and diſtributed amongſt the poor on | x 
Chriſtmas-day. w 
Anne Short, gentlewoman, who died Dec. 24, 1778, to 
bequeathed 100 J. to the pariſh churchwarden and the I gf 
overſeers of the poor of Great Claybrook upon truſt; | th 
and directed the intereſt thereof to be diſtributed by the pt 
ſaid churchwarden and overſeers for the time being, I w. 
yearly on St. Thomas's day, among the poor belonging wi 
to the ſaid hamlet of Great Claybrook, whether receiv- | me 
ing pariſh collection or not. it 
Marke Smith, born in this town, and late of Mile-end 
in the pariſh of Stepney in tae county of Middleſex, to 
gent. gave 121. per annum for ever, to be diſpoſed of Þ try 
after this manner to the poor: to ſix of the molt neceſ- on 
ſitous ancient men, or widows, in Upper Claybrook, bel 
40s. ; to ſix ſuch perſons at Lower Claybrook, 30s. ; to a n 
ſix ſuch perſons in Ulleſthorpe, 3os.; to the pariſh of fl adv 
Claybrook, 31. for the putting of three children to ſur 
ſchool, that they may learn to write, and read the word abo 
of God; and 41. for the putting forth one of the ſaid to t. 
children to apprentice, out of which gs. is to be laid abg 
out in a Bible for him, when he ſhall leave the ſchool 1 


14 
1 
þ 
* 
- 
. N 
* - 
: 
: 
8! 
* Tx) 
245 
: 
* 


and is ſet to apprentice, The miniſter, churchwardens, 
f and overſeers of the poor, are to diſtribute the ſaid took 
l money, and to ſee to the putting of the ſaid children tf 7 W 
| ſchool and apprentice, when they are for the ſame fitted 


and to buy them Bibles. 
I have not been able to collect any particulars of the 


life of Marke Smith, further than what is given above 
nor of the period in which he lived. His pious legac 
to the Pariſh of Claybrook ariſes from the rent of 

houſe in the city of Coventry; and from the preambl 
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of a leaſe, which was granted a few years ago, it ap- 
pears that the minifier and pariſh officers of Clay brook 
act under the authority of a decree in chancery, which 
was made in the 21ſt year of the reign of Charles the 
Second, The original rent of the houſe was 121. the 
exact ſum bequeathed by Marke Smith. In the time 
of Old Juſtice Byrd,” who was one of the truſtees of 
the charity, a fine of 100]. was paid by the occupier of 
the houſe for a renewal of his leaſe at the old rent; for 
which ſum his Worſhip never condeſcended to account: 
to his brother truſtees. I have been informed by one 
of the pariſhioners, who had the account from one of 
the truſtees, that while they were all aſſembled at a 
public houſe, debating about the diſpoſal of the money, 
which lay before them upon a table, and the truſtees 
widely differing in their opinions, Juſtice Byrd ſwept the 
money into his hat, and told them he would take care of 
it till they had made up their minds upon the ſubject. 

In 1752 the rent of the houſe was advanced from 1 21. 
to 20l. a year; and the reſidue was applied by the 
truſtees to the augmentation of the ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, 
on condition of his teaching a few more poor children, 
belonging to the pariſh, to read and write. In 1780 
a new leaſe was granted for twenty-four years at the 
advanced rent of gol. a year, which left an annual 
ſurplus of 181. in the hands of the truſtees, over and 
above the original legacy; and which is appropriated 
to the education of poor children, of whom there are 
about twenty-three generally kept at ſchool. 


The following regulations with reſpe& to the ſchool! 
took place in 1784, and are tranſcribed from the book 
in Which the churchwardens accompts are kept: 


* Claybrook, Dec. 21, 1784. 
At a veſtry of the miniſter, churchwardens, and 
overſeers of the poor of this pariſh, held this day in 
the pariſh church of Claybrook, for taking into conſi- 
dcration the preſent ſtate of the ſchool of this pariſh; 
public notice having been given of the ſame; it was 
then and there agreed, 


F 2 iſt, 
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iſt, That Mr. Cooper, the maſter of the ſaid ſchool, 
ſhall cauſe all the boys to attend church on holidays 
and prayer-days, and ſhall ſee that they behave during 
divine ſervice orderly and reverently. 

« 2dly, That the ſaid maſter ſhall order all the 
charity-boys to attend church every Sunday morning 
and evening ; that he ſhall order them to attend in the 
ſchool-room before ſervice begins; and from thence 
walk in proceſſion two and two; the maſter attending 
them, and taking notice of their behaviour during Di- 
vine ſervice. 

„ 3dly, That the ſaid charity-boys be examined by 
the truſtees quarterly; viz. in the month of March, 
June, September, and December, public notice being 
given of the day appointed for examination on the 
preceding Sunday; and the maſter is ordered to keep 
an exact account of the number of days that the boys 
abſent themſelves from ſchool, thar enquiry may be 
made into the cauſes of ſuch neglect; and that thoſe 
boys, who ſhall be found to have made a practice of 
keeping away from ſchool without a juſt and reaſonable 
excuſe, ſhall be excluded, and others appointed in their 
TOOM. 

« Athly, It is agreed that 20s. of the rent ariſing 
from the houſe at Coventry which ſupports the ſaid 


ſchool, be applied yearly towards the purchaſe of books, 


&c. for the uſe of the chacity-boys.” 


At a meeting of the truſtees on the 16th of April 
1790, the following reſolutions were adopted. 

iſt, The truſtees, confidering that the income of this 
<harity has of late years been conſiderably augmented, 
think themſelves called upon in conſequence thereof to 
introduce ſuch regulatious into the management of the 
ſchool as may render the inſtitution of more general ad- 
vantage to this pariſh than it is at preſent, 

2dly, The truſtees reſolve, that in order to render 
eſſectual any plan of improvement reſpecting the ſaid 
ſchool, it will be highly proper that a new maſter be 


appointed. 
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3dly, The truſtees reſolve, that no candidate ſhall be 
deemed qualified to ſuperintend the ſaid ſchool, unleſs 
he be found capable of teaching the Engliſh language 
grammatically, writing, and arithmetic, and a member 
of the Church of England as by law eſtabliſhed. 

4thly, The truſtees, being deſirous to promote to the 
utmoſt of their power the improvement of the riſing 
generation in religion and virtue, as well as in know- 
ledge ; reſolve, That they will pay very particular at- 
tention to the moral characters of thoſe who ſhall be 


candidates for the important office of governing the 
ſchool. 


Epitaphs and inſcriptions upon grave-ſtones in Clay- 
brook church- yard: 


4“ Here lieth the body of John Brown; he departed 
this life Auguſt 31, 1716, in the 77th year of his age. 


As I am now, ſo you muſt be; 
Therefore prepare to follow me,” 


« To the memory 
| of 
William Andrews “, 
who died the 1oth of October, 1784, aged 73. 


Here lies a man who lived content, 
With humble means by toil acquir'd ; 
Whoſe eve of lite in peace was ſpent, 
Far from the buſy world retir'd. 
Tho' ſickneſs, pain, and quick decline, 
Oppreſs'd, yet oft the ſmile ſerene 
Would gild his face with ray divine, 
And ſpeak the peace he felt within, 


bie epitaph was inſerted in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
January 1789, with the following mention of the perſon who is 
the jubject of it: that although he paſſed through life to for- 
tune and to fame unknown,” he was what the poet calls the 
nobleſt work of God; —“ an honeſt man.“ 


5 Sup- 


i 4 
'7 
iy 
£ 
* 
1 
* 


WIGS. » En 2 tr = Da es _ 2 4 > 7 - 
. ks - Ta. 45 , 4 > 
— Pe 22 R — F 


* W323 VS 2 
** ESE. CS DIE SES 
— * 79 * Ah ns 


—_ — —ͤ——⅜ 


—  - 2” —— 6 * => — 
* a. , — w = ry * 
of 7, 8 F< > oe ad. Rs — — - 


— — 


= 


TOE 7 


2 —ͤ—é ——ͤ— — 
——— 


3 Atm 


a - 4 5 
— . IS aw — —— — — 


— 


— 


70 HISTORY AxD ANTIQUITIES 


Supported by the ſhield of faith, 

Death came at length a welcome gueſt, if 
Calmly he then refign'd his breath, 

In hope of everlaſting reſt.” 


& Here lieth the body of William Morris, who de- 
parted this life January the 8th, anno Dom. 17 32, aged 
68 years. n 

Reader! 
What faults you've ſeen in me p 
Take care to ſhun ; 
And look at home, 
There's ſomething to be done.” 


& To the memory of Sarah, wife of James Ancell, 8 
who died Auguſt 30, 1737, in the gift year of her I 
age.” | 

In memory of Thomas Plummer Ancell, who died 
Feb. 23, 1734, in the 2d year of his age.” 

Here lies interred the body of Elizabeth Ray, who 
departed this life the 13th day of April, 1763, aged 61 
years, A 

Aſfliftions ſore, long time I bore, A 
Phyſicians were in vain ; 

Till God was pleaſed, to give me eaſe, 
And free me from all pain.” 

« Here lieth interred the body of Thomas Nickels, 
who departed this life the 31ſt day of Auguſt, 1763, in 
the 39th year of his age. 

. | if 
The ſhorter was my time, F 


The longer is my reſt ; 
God took me in my prime, 
Becauſe he thought it beſt.” 


& Sacred to the memory of William Short, 
who changed time for eternity March the 19th, 1776, 


aged 49. 


Reader! 


Reader 
If thou deſireſt to emulate his ſocial and moral virtues, 
be, as he was, a ſincere Chriſtian. 


Hear what the voice of Heaven proclaims, 
For all the pious dead; | 

Sweet is the ſavour of their names, 
And ſoft their ſleeping bed. 

They die in Jeſus, and are bleſs'd; 
How kind their ſlumbers are, 

From ſufferings and from fins releas'd, 
And free'd from every ſnare!” 


tc Sacred to the memory of Ann, the wife of William 
Short, who departed this life the 24th of December, 
1778, aged 46. 


How loy'd, how honour'd once, avails thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot; 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thee, 

"Tis all thou art, and all the proud ſhall be.“ 


« Here lieth interred the body of Elizabeth, the wite 
of Joſeph Simons, who departed this life the 19th day 
of November, 1772, in the 49th year of her age. 


Entomb'd within this filent grave, 
Releas'd from earthly cares and pain; 
In hopes celeſtial joys to ſhare, 
Which will eternally remain.” 


« Here lies interred the body of Joſeph, ſon of Jo- 
ſeph and Mary Simons, who departed this life the 3 iſt 
day of July, 1786, in the 4th year of his age. 

Let parents dear forbear to weep, 
Whilſt ſweetly in the duſt I fleep; 
This toilſome world I left behind, 
A crown of glory for to. find.“ 


F 4 « Here 
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Here lyeth interred the body of Frances Morris, 
widow, Who was buried January the 4th, 1738, aged 


53 years, | 


Mourn not for me, my glaſs is run: 
It is the Lord, his will be done.” 


« Here lie interred the remains of Grace Stevenſon, 
the wife of Benjamin Stevenſon, She departed this 
life Feb. 25, 1750, aged 38, 


O cruel Death, that would not ſpare 
A tender mother and a friend ſincere 
Great is the loſs to thoſe ſhe left behind, 
But ſhe we hope eternal joys may find,” 


&« Here lie interred the remains of William Hurſt, 
who departed this life February the 12th, 1751, aged 23, 


All you that look upon my ſtone, 
Conſider how ſoon I was gone; 
Repent in time, no time delay, 
I in my prime was took away.“ 


« Here lieth interred the body of Ann, the wife of 
John Johnſon, who departed this life the 19th day of 
April, 1757, aged 36 years. 

Affliction ſore, long time I bore, 
Phyſicians were in vain; 

Till Death gave eaſe, and God did pleaſe, 
To deliver me from pain.“ 


& Here lies interred the body of John Wright, who 
departed this life the 4th of January, 1786, in the 46th 
year of his age. 


When Death is ſent from God above, 
To part our unity and love; 

No friend, nor yet phyficians art, 
Can then prevent that fatal dart.“ 


« Tn 
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& In memory of Ann Wakefield, daughter of Jo- 
ſeph and Ann Wakefield, of Wibtoft, who departed 
this life June 14, 1780, in the 24th year of her age. 


All you that look upon my ſtone, 
Think how ſoon that I was gone; 
Repent in time, make no delay, 
I in my prime was took away.” 


&« Here lies interred the body of John Walker, who 
departed this life Sept. 16, 1787, aged 66 years, 


An honeſt and a generous friend, 
Who on the Almighty did depend; 
He did this life in peace reſign, 

To meet the Lord, as he is kind.” 


© Thomas Walker departed this life the 15th of 
July, 1774, in the 85th year of his age. 


My fleſh ſhall ſlumber in the ground, 
Till the laſt trumpet's joyful found; 
Then burſt the chains with ſweer ſurprize, 
And in our Saviqur's image riſe.” 


« Here lieth the body of Thomas, the ſon of Tho- 
mas Walker, who died the 15th of April, 1727, aged 
8 years, 


He like a tender branch did grow, 

But ſoon cut down by Death's ſharp blow; 
Let all that do this read and ſee, 

Think well upon eternity ; 

Becauſe it is a certain thing, 

God will all people to judgement bring.” 


Elizabeth Fox, daughter of Samuel and Catherine 
Fox, late of High Crols, died January 17, 1785, in 
the gth year of her age, 


All 
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All you that come my grave to ſee, 
As I am naw, fo mult you be; 

Prepare for death, make no delay, 
I in my youth was ſnatch'd away.” 


“Sarah Andrews, the wife of William Andrews, 
died Dec. 3, 1786, aged 64. | 


Tarry ye the Lord's leiſure, and he ſhall comfort thine 
heart; afflietons may endure for the night, 
but joy cometh in the morning.” 


& Richard Prieſt died the ad of Sept. 1783, aged 51. 
He was a loving huſband, and a tender father. 


He liv'd in love, and died in peace: 
I hope his joys may never ccalſe.” 


& To the memory of Ann Prinſep, the wife of Wil- 
liam Prinſep, who died Jan. 24, 1786, aged 78. 


In Virtue's and Religion's path ſhe trod, 

She lov'd her neighbour, truly ſerv'd her God; 
Yet he who reaſon gives can take away, 

And God was pleas'd to darken reaſon's ray. 

O, Reader, think, by this example taught, 

A moment's lapſe may ſpoil the power of thought; 
Then wiſely, whilſt thy intellects are clear, 
Forſake thy ſins, and Heaven's commands revere.” 


« William Binley died April 20, 1728, aged 76. 
Margaret his wife died Dec. 16, 1720, aged 66.” 


ce William Binley died July 26, 1729, aged 44. 
Elizabeth, the widow of William Binley, died Oct. 
27, 1763, aged 76. 


« Here lieth the body of Mr. William Binley, late 
of Little Wigſton in this pariſh, in whom every quality 
that could render dear the characters of huſband, ta- 

ther, 
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ther, and friend, were united. He died Auguſt 31, 
1778, aged 66, leaving a widow and 4 children.“ 


Here lieth, in expectation of the Laſt Day, Mar- 
garet Binley : ſhe was a tender and obliging wife, a 
kind and indulgent miſtreſs, a generous. and ſincere 
friend, and a truly pious Chriſtian: ſhe departed this 
life 24th July, 1762, aged 45.” 


c Mary eldeſt daughter of William and Mary Bin- 


ley, died gth May, 1783, aged 18.” 


« Here lieth interred the body of John Poole, 
Gent. who departed this life February 11, 1739, in 


the 92d year of his age. And alto the body of Anne 


his wife, who died May 6, 1740, aged 87.“ 


& Here lies interred the body of John the ſon of 
Michael and Anne Poole, who died 28th April, 1725, 
in the 16th year of his age. And alſo the body of 
Michael his father, who died Auguſt 28, 1762, aged 


79 years.“ 


& Here fleepeth the mortal part of Rebecca the wife 
of Samuel Baker, who died-May 19, 1781, aged 35 


years. 
« Not loſt, but gone before.” 


There are grave-ſtones likewiſe in memory of the 
following perſons: 


Richard Baſſet, who died April 9, 1768, aged 77. 

Mary Baſſet died Mach 1, 1760, aged 66. 

Nathan Proctor dicd June 18, 1744, aged 33. 

Daniel Alliop died Dec. 20, 177i, aged 75. 

Rebekah the wife of William Neall, died Oct. 20, 

1743, aged 64. 

John Biockley died Feb. 18, 1784, aged 83. 

Martha 
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Martha Blockley died July 17, 1775, aged 73. 

Elizabeth Blockley died Jan. 19, 1771, aged 74. 

John Blockley died July 27, 1754, aged 91. 

Elizabeth Blockley died Jan. 13, 1748, aged 85, 

Richard ſon of Thomas and Elizabeth Holliocke, 
buried Dec. 3, 1731, aged 4 days. 

Thomas Holliocke buried Nov. 14, 1739, aged 6 
weeks. 

John Lord died May 26, 1784, aged 60. | 

Elizabeth Lord exchanged this mortal life for eternity 
May 7, 1782, aged 51. 

Thomas the fon of Thomas and Suſanna Taylor, 
died Nov. 16, 1759, aged 19. 

William Blockley died Feb. 20, 1786, aged 42. 

Elizabeth Blockley died Feb. 11, 1786, aged 17. 

Alice, the wife of Thomas Walker, died Dec. 19, 
1760, aged 73. ; 

John Power died Aug. 28, 1758, aged 10. 

Ann, the wife of Thomas Ball, died May 7, 1752, 
aged 52. | 

— Fox, of High Croſs, died March 6, 1784, 
aged 59. 

Charles Fox died March 13, 1783, aged 6 months. 

John Groocock died March 1770, aged 32. 

Richard Groocock died Jan. 14, 1770, aged 71. 

Elizabeth Andrews, wife of John Andrews, died 
Jan. 25, 1771, aged 46. 

Mary the wife of Thomas Groocock, died Aug. 8, 
1774, aged 41. 

John Wright, Gent. of Great Claybrook, died Feb, 
6, +780, in the 82d year of his age. 

William Prinſep died March 11, 1766, aged 61. 
William Cowdell, Gent. died Jan. 9, 1756, aged 80. 

Ann daughter of Robert and Sarah Dand, dicd 


Aug. 4, 1743, aged 4» 


I now 
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I now proceed to give as accurate an account of the 
hiſtory and preſent ſtate of the Vicarage of Claybrock 
as I have been able to collect. 

I be monaſtery of Nuneaton in Warwickſhire, which 

was founded by Robert Boſſu, earl of Leiceſter, about 
the year 1140, was very early in the poſſeſſion of the 
advowſon of Claybrook, together with a penſion of fix 
marks ariſing out of the rectory; which Pope Alexander 
III, who filled the papal chair from 1181 to 1185, very 
amply confirmed to them. And in the Matriculus of 
1221, 5 Henry Ill, we are informed that Peter had becu 
inſtituted in this church by Hugh, formerly Biſhop of 
Lincoln, on the preſentation of the ſaid prioreis and 
convent ; who received from the rector a penſion of fix 
marks, agreeably to a compoſition which had been 
ſettled by certain delegates. The monks of Kirkby 
Belers received at that time the tithes of the demeſne o 
James and his wife; and paid yearly out of them cleyen 
ſhillings to the mother church; and the chapeis or 
Wignideſton“ and Wibtoft were ſerved alternate], 
each three days in the week, by one chaplain, 

In this fituation the church continued till the year 
1260; when the right of preſentation was conteſted 
againſt the prioreſs by John de Buſhby and Nicholas de 
Haverſham, who appear on this occaſion to have 
claimed under Sir Ernald de Bois. The ſubject of the 
diſpute having becu inveſtigated by the judges at Weſt. 
miniſter, the preſentation of the prioreſs was confirmed; 
and, in order to prevent diſputes in future, it was 
agreed by both parties to abide by the regulations of 
Richard then Biſhop of Lincoln; who awarded that 
the prioreſs and convent ſhould in future receive, for 
their better ſupport, the tithes of ſheave-corn and hay 
ariſing in Wibtoft, Little Wigſton, Bitteſby, and Ul- 
leſthorpe, with ſuch of the demeſne lands and profits 
as the church of Clay brook was entitled to in thoſe 
villages, and alſo the penſion which the rector of 


Now called Little Wigſton. 
Clay- 
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Claybrook had been accuſtomed to receive from the 
monks of Kirkby, Lo Sir Ernald de Bois was decreed 
the future right of preſenting a vicar (which was to 
revert to the prioreſs if neglected for three months); 
and to the vicar for the time being, were given the 
great tythes of Great and Little Claybrook, with thoſe 
ariſing from Sharnford and Froleſworth, the mauſe 
and glebe belonging to the church, and all the demeſne 
lands and profits ariſing from the two Claybrooke, to- 
gether with the ſmall tithes & 7otum alteragium of the 
whole pariſh, 

This ſtatement is confirmed by the following very 
curious extract from the regiltry of Lincoln. 


In rotulo antiquo de inſtitutionibus & ordinationibus 
vicariorum tempore Richardi Graveſend, Lincolniæ 
epiſcopi, qui cepit przeſie eccleſiæ Liucolniæ anno 
Domini 1253, annoque ejuſdem tertio, continetur ſic. 


Inſtitutiones factæ per Magiſtrum J. de May- 
deneſtan, anno tertio. 


Claybrock—Willielmus de Bek, prefbyter, præſenta- 
tus per prioriſſam & conventum de Eton, quem Domi- 
nus Ernaldus de Boſco, miles, primo nominavit præ— 
ſentand”, prout in ordinatione domini epiſcopi contine- 
tur, ad vicariam de Clay brock, per mortem Magiſtri 
L. ultimi rectoris tocius eccleliz de Claybrock vacant', 
facta prius inquiſitione per S. archidiaconum Leiceſtren', 
per quam, &c. recepto brevi regis, quo ſignificavit do- 
minus rex ILincolniæ epiſcopo, quod prioriſſa de Eton 
in cur' ejuſdem domini regis, per conſideration' ipfius 
cur' coram juſtitiariis apud Weſtmonaſterium, recupe- 
raverat præſentation' ſuam ad ecclefiam de Claybrock 
verſus Johannem de Buſteby & Nicholaum de Haver- 
ſham; propter quod mandavit dominus rex Lincolniæ 
epiſcopo, quod, non obſtante reclamatione prædictorum 
B. & H. ad preſentation” prioriſſæ, &c. ad iplam vica- 
riam eſt admiſſus, & in ca perpetuus vicarius inſtitutus, 
ad onera & pœna vicar", juxta ordinationem per dominum 
epiſcopum Lincoln” ſupra dicta eccleſia factam, & 7 
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datum eſt archidiacono predifto ut ĩpſum, c. Ordinatio 
talis eſt: Omnibus Chriſti fᷣdelibus ad quos prefens 
ſcriptum pervenerit, Richardus miſeratione divina Lin- 
colniæ epiſcapus, ſalutem in Domino. Ad univerſitatis 
voſtræ notitiam volumus pervenire, quod cum prioriſſa 
& conventus de Eton, Coventriæ & Lichfieldien' dioceſ', 
aſſerentes eccleſiam de Clay brock, Lincolniq dioc', de 
ſuo eſſe patronatu, de quũ percipere conſuevit ſex mar- 
cas annuæ penſionis, ipſam a domino papa Alexand', 
cedente vel decedente ejuſdem rectore, obtinuiſſent ſub 
certa forma, propriis uſibus applicari, nobili vito domi- 
no Ernaldo de Boſco advocationem prædictæ eccleſiæ 
ad ſe pertinere in contrarium aſſerente: Cum inter præ- 
dictos prioriſſam & conventum ac nobilem virum exci- 
tata fuiſſet materia controverſiæ, idem, laborum & ex- 
penſarum diſpendia vitare volentes ſuper jure omnimodo 
quod habuerit & vel habere poterit in prædicta ecoleſia, 
noſtre diſpoſitioni & ordinationi ſe ſponte ſubmiſerunt 
in formis inferius annotatis; viz. prioriſſa & conventus 
ſub hac forma: Omnibus Chriſti fidelibus ad quos 
præſentes literæ pervenerint, prioriſſa & conventus de 
Eton ſalutem in Domino ſempiternam. Ad univerſitatis 
veſtræ notitiam volumus pervenire, quod cum dudum 
ſuper jure patronatus edeleſiæ de Clay brock, Lincolniæ 
dioc', quo verteretur, & contentioſa dubitatio exorta 
fuiſſet inter nos ex parte una, & nobilem virum domi- 
num Ernaldum de Boſco, militem, ex altera: Nos, 
prout decet, pacem cum omnibus habere volentes, & 
conſilio ſapientum adquieſcere cupientes, ſuper jure 
toto quod in dicta eccleſia vendicare poterimus & poſſu- 
mus, & ſuper poſſeſſione qualicunque & quantocunque 
Plane, plenc, voluntarie, non alicujus timore compuliz, 
in venerabilem patrem Dominum Richardum, Dei gratia 
Lincolnie epiſcopum, conſentimus & abſolute ordinati- 
oni & diſpoſitioni ſuæ nos ſubmittimus, volentes & & 
preſſe concedentes ut ipſe de prædicta eccleſia, & de 
cura eccleſiæ agend', & de præſentation' ad caram, & 
omnibus quæ proprietatem vel poſſeſſionem contingere 
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poſſunt quoquo modo, ordinet & diſponat prout viderit 
expedire, renunciando hac parte impetratis & etiam im- 
petrandis. In cujus rei teſtimonium, præſentibus literis 
ſigillum noſtrum duximus apponend'. Dat” in capella 
noſtra, menſe Januari!, anno gratiæ mcetx.*% Et Do- 
minus Ernaldus ſub hac forma: * Omnibus Chriſti fide- 
libus ad quos præſens ſcriptum pervenerit, Ernaldus de 
Boſco, miles, falutem in Domino. Noverit univerſitas 
veſtra quod cum dudum ſuper jure patronatus eccleſiz 
de Claybrock, Lincolniæ dioc', quo verteretur, & con- 
tentioſa dubitatio inter nos ex parte una, & prioriſſam 
& conventum de Eton ex altera fuiſſet exorta: Nos, 
amicorum noſtrorum conſiliis adhærentes, ſuper toto 
jure quod in dicta eccleſia ratione patronatus nos, aut 
ſucceſſores noſtri, potuimus & poſſumus, aut poterunt 
qualitercunque vendicare, plane, plene, & abſolute, 
venerabilis patris Richardi, Dei gratia, Lincolniæ epiſ- 
copi, ſubmittimus nos ordinationi, ut ipſe de prædicta 
eccleſia, & de præſentatione ad ipſam, prout expedire 
viderit, ordinet & diſponat; promittentes pro nobis 
atque hæredibus & ſucceſſoribus noſtris, & nos ac ipſos 
per præſens ſeriptum obligantes, quod contra ordinatio- 
nem ſuam ſupra dicta eccleſia faciendam nullo tempore 
veniemus. In cujus rei teſtimonium præſenti ſcripto 
ſigillum noſtrum fecimus apponi. Datum exeunte menſe 
Januarii, anno Domini MccLx, & anno regni regis 
Henrict quadrageſimo quinto.” Nos itaque, tam ani- 
marum quæ in dia parochia imminet facienda cura 
diligenter attenta, pentatis & eccleſiaz facultatibus, con- 
ſideratis demum omnibus negotiis circumſtantiis, de vi- 
rorum prudentum conſilio habito, & Magiſtri Laurentii, 
rectaris dictæ eccleſiæ, expreſſo conſenſu, in præſentia 
procuratorum ptædictarum prioriſſæ & conventus & no- 
bilis viri Domini Ernaldi ad recip' ordinationem noſtram 
ſpiritualem poteſtatem habentium, taliter ordinamus, 
viz. Quod dicta proriſſa ſuuſque conventus, ad uberio- 
rem {ſui ſuſtentationem, decimas garbarum & feni de 
Wibetofte, de Wygeſton, de Budeſby, & de Oleſtorp, 
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villulis prædictæ parochiæ, una cum terris dominicis & 
redditibus ad eccleſiam de Clay brock ſpectan' infra vil- 
lulas praediQtas vel-in campis earum, necnon & annuam 
præſentationem quam rector eceleſiæ de Claybrock, 
nomine eccleſiæ ſu, a priore de Kirk by percipere con- 
ſuevit, cedente vel decedente qui nunc eſt rectore, im- 
perpetuum habeant & recipiant nomine perſonatus, & ut 
dictarum portionum poſſeſſionem, nomine perſonatus, in 
proxima vacatione dictæ eccleſiæ, auctoritate noſtra, in- 
gredi & apprehendere valeant, tam per ſe quam per 
alios, liberam eis ex nunc tribuimus facultatem. Diſ- 
ponimus etiam & ordinamus quod perſona ad curam pa- 
rochiæ agendam pro tempore præſentanda decimas om- 
nimodas de Magna & Parva Claybrook, de Sharnford, 
& de Frolleſworth, una cum manſo & fundo eccleſiæ, 
necnon cum terris dominicis & redditibus, ad eceleſiam 
de Claybrock ſpectantibus, & in prædictis locis, viz. 
in Magna & Parra Claybrock conſiſtentibus, inſuper 
minores decimas, & totum altaragium totius parochiæ 
percipiat & habeat nomine vicariæ perpetuo duraturæ; 
quæ omnia onera ordinaria prædictæ eccleſiæ & capel- 
lis ipſius incumbentia, & etiam extraordinaria præter 
penſionem prœdictam, ſuſtineat & agnoſcat, libros & 
ornamenta, & cætera omnia prædictæ eccleſiæ & capel- 
lis ſuis, cum opus fuerit, ſimiliter miniſtrando honoriſicè. 
Volumus etiam & ordinamus, quod prædictus miles, & 
heredes ac ſucceſſores ſui, quotiens vacaverit dicta 
vicaria, dictæ prioriſſa & conventui idoneam perſonam, 
viz. ſacerdotem aut qui infra decem menſes velit & va— 
leat eſſe ſacerdos, & dictæ eccleſiæ in officio ſacerdotali 
perſonaliter deſervire, per ſuas literas præſentet & præ- 
ſentent nobis & ſucceſloribus neſtris, per prioriſſam & 
conventum pradittas præſentandum: hoc adhibito mo- 
deramine, quod fi dictus miles, aut hæredes vel ſueceſſo- 
res ſui, in præſentando per tres menſes fuerint negli- 
gentes, extune libere liceat dictis prioriſſæ & conveutui 
idoneam perſonam, viz. qualem ſuperpræſcripſimus, 
Lincoln* epiſcopo qui pro tempore fuerit præſemare; 
præſentatione dicti militis, aut hæredum vel * 
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ſuorum, nequaquam ulterius expectanda, ſalvo jure 
prædicto militi, & hæredibus ſuis, ac ſucceſſoribus ſuis, 
ad dictam vicariam cum vacaverit alias præſentandi in 
forma predifta, Si vero alium quam preſbyterum aut 
diaconum ad minus, vel alius minus idoneam perſonam, 
præſentaverit, licet dicto militi, ſuiſque hæredibus & 
ſucceſſoribus, ſecundum quod luicis eſt permiſſum, uſque 
ad tres menſes duntaxat variare aliam idoneam perſonam 
prdictis modo & forma pr ſentando; quod fi non 
fecerit, in eorum deſidiam ſeu defectum libere poſt tres 
menſes præſentent prioriſſa & conventus prout ſuperius 
cit expteſſum, ſalvo jure dicti militis, & hæredum ac 
ſucceſſorum ſuorum, in vacatione alia præſentandi. 
Volumus etiam & ordinando ſtatuimus, quod unuſquil- 
que vicarius in ſua inſtitutione præſtet ſacramentum, ſe 


nullo tempore contra hanc ordinationem noſtram directè 


vel indirectè ſcienter venturum; quodque prædicta prio- 


riſſa ſuuſque conventus ipſo facto cadant a jure & poſſeſ- 


ſione ac omni emolumento quod vel quam habent vel 
habiturz ſunt in dicta eceleſia de Claybrock, ſi hanc or- 
dinationem noſtram contenderint, aut etiam tentaverint 
violare, ad augmentum ſuæ portionis, vel ad diminutio- 
nem vicariæ utcunque agendo; ita tamen quod ſi ordi- 
nationem hujus ab aliis contra voluntatem ipſarum 
caſu aliquo contigerit infirmari, liceat eiſdem ad jura 
ſua priſtina omnino reverti, & ſalva ſint ſibi omnia quæ 
in ipſa vel ad ipſam eccleſiam ante hanc ordinationem 
aliqualiter competebant eiſdem; ſalvis etiam epiſcopali- 
bus conſuetudinibus & Lincoln' eccleſiæ dignitate. In 
cujus rei teſtimonium, & ad noſtræ ordinationis a parti- 
bus approbatæ judicium, ſigillum noſtrum & ſigna 
prædictarum partium præſentibus ſunt appenſa. Dat' 
apud Vetus Templum London', quinto calendas Martis, 
anno gratiæ MCCLx, & pontificatus noſtri tertio. 


This is a true copy, exa-JW1LL. GukxALL, N. P. 
mined with the rolls Dep. Reg. aſſumed. 
abovementioned by us. } T. Simysox. 
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In 1303 it ſhould ſeem as if freſh difficulties had 
ariſen; for we are told by Sir William Dugdale that 
Pope Boniface VIII. gave then to the monaſtery of 
Nuneaton the appropriation of the churches of Burtlei 
in Rutland, and Cleybroke in Leiceſterſhire, with a 
ſpecial indulgence from payment of tythes for any of 
their lands which they ſhould till, or ſtock with cattle 
at their own charges. 


The following is a copy of the endowment of the 
vicarage, from the books at the Firſt Fruits office, 


Com' Leic. Decanatus Goodlaxton. 
Copy. 


ibm ubi Thomas Moris Cticus 


Claybrooke i vicarius tam in Xi majo- 


Profic* provenien* de e 
I. d. 


manciou' cu al' profic* coibus 


annis, 
5 8. d. 
Inde in denar' folut' Archo Leic' pro ſynod? et 
procur? Xi 1 
L 2 d. 


Rem'. XXX x iii 
X=* inde I1xi ob. 


The next record that I can find reſpecting the vica- 
rage is a copy of a terrier of the glebe land, taken in 
1638, and ſigned by the then vicar Gervas Aldred, and 
by the churchwardens. It gives an account of the vi- 
carage land previous. to the incloſure, and is as follows: 


A Terrier of the glebe land, paſture, and meadow, 
belonging to the vicarage of Claybrooke in the 
county of Leiceſter, ſome part thereof lying in 
Clay brooke Parva, and ſome part of meadow in 
Claybrooke Magna, in the fame pariſh and county 
aforeſaid, taken the th day of July, in the year 
of our Lord God 1638, by us whoſe names are 

hereunder written. 
G 2 Im- 
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Imprimis, The ſite of the vicarage houſe, conſiſting 
of five bayes and a barn of five bayes, a ſtable and 
two other little bayes of building, a garden, an orchard, 
and homeſtead, containing by eſtimation two acres. 

Item, One little cottage belonging to it in the occu- 
pation of Martin Knight, containiag two bayes of 
building; the rent for it yearly is three ſhillings and 
four pence the year. 

Item, Another cottage in Wibtoft in the county 
Warwick belonging to the vicarage, in the occupation 
of Thomas Glover, containing three bayes of building, 
the rent yearly is four ſhillings per annum. 

Item, A piece of meadow lyeing in the fields of 
Claybrooke Magna, and two hades belonging to it, and 
a piece of meadow butting over the mill dame againſt 
William Thorneton lyes within the mill home. 

Item, Three yard land belonging to the glebe lyeing 
in the fields of Claybrooke Parva aforeſaid, in the oc- 
cupation of William Winterton, William Wakfield, 


George Beale, paying yearly for it twenty pounds. 


Hicn Cross FIELD. 


Item, On Upper Black Heath, five lands butting 
North and South, the land of William Wright Weſt, 
the Meere Eaſt. 

Item, On Nether Black Yearth five lands and hades 
butting North and South, Wilham Wright Weſt, the 
land of Pages Eaſt. 

Item, On the furlong next Hinckley Balke fix lands 
butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright's land South, the Balke 
n 

Item, On Upper Breer furlong fix lands butting 
North and South, Wright's land Weſt, the Meere Eaſt. 

Item, On Nether Breere furlong four lands butting 
North and South, William Wright's land Weſt, the 
Meere Eaſt. 

Item, On Stonny Meere furlong three leyes and 
hades butting North and South, the Meere Weſt, 
William Wright's land Eaſt, 


Item, 
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Item, On the ſame furlong five lands and hades butt- 
ing North and South, Mr. Fawnt's land Weſt, Wright's 
South. 

Item, On Stonny Hill farlong fix lands and hades 
ſuring into Cowdale Slade butting North and South, 
Mr. Fawnt Eaſt, Wright Welt. 

Item, In Wakefield's Cloſe three lands and a hedge 
next unto Streete Way butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright's 
land North, the Streete Way South, 

Item, A piece of meadow lyeing in High Croſs 
Cloſe called Bull Gore, Mr. Fawnt North, the land 
of Pages South, 

Irem, On Manſemore furlong fix lands butting Eaſt 
and Weſt, Mr. Fawut North, Wright South. 

Item, On the ſame furlong eight lands, Wright 
South, George Beale North, 2 

Item, On Swallow Gore Balk furlong ſeventeen lands 
butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright's land South, the 
Balk North. | 

Item, In the New Cloſe a hadley and footeleay butt- 
ing North and South, the Town Hill furlong Weſt, 
the Conſtable's Piece Eaſt. 

Item, On the ſame furlong three leyes, Wright Eaſt, 
the Conitable's Piece Welt. 

Item, On the ſame furlong three leyes, Mr. Fawnt's 
land on both fides. 

Item, On the Nether furlong two leyes butting Eaſt 
and Welt, Wright's land North, Mr. Fawat South. 


Tre MippLE FIELD. 


Item, Eight lands on the furlong at Woodway fide 
batting North and South, the land of Wright Weſt, 
the Coal Pit Way Eaſt, 

Item, Three lands and a pike ley on Baſil furlong 
butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright North, the Coal Pit 
Way South, 


WT 2 Item, 
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Item, In Little Manſemore three lands and hades 
3 Eaſt and Weſt, Mr. Fawnt South, Wright 

orth. 

Item, On Great Path Lands eight lands butting North 
and South, William Wright Eaſt, Mr. Fawnt North. 

Item, On Radmore furlone fix lands butting Eaſt and 
Weſt, Mr. Fa unt North, Wrigut South. 

hem, Seven lands and hades ſuting into Copwell 
Meadow, Wright North «Ld South, 

Item, One piece of meadow lycing in Copwell Slade 
called the Tyth Piece, Mr. Fawat Laſt, William Page 
Weſt. 

Item, In the ſame Slade a hadley and ſooteley butting 
North and South, Mr. — Fatt, Wright Welt. 

Item, Five leyes butting Noth and South, Totter 
on Eaſt, William Wright Weſt, 

Item, On Copwel! furlong hve lands butting Faſt and 
Weſt, William Page North, Wright South, 

em, On Pitts iurlong five lands buiting Eaſt and 
Weſt, Mr. Fawnt North, William Wright South. 

Item, On the ſame furlong three lands and « hadland 
butting Eaſt and Weſt, William Wright North and 
South. 

Item, On Barearſs furlong eight lands butting North 
and South, Page Eaſt, Wri: 2 lit Laſt. 

Item, On Upper Street Leyes eleven lands butting 

Eaſt and Weſt, Mr. Fawnt North, Wright South. 


Tag NERTUER FIII p. 


Item, On Nether Strect Leyes ſix leyes butting Eaſt 
and Weſt, Page North, Wright South. 

Item, 1 Street Leyes Clote fix lands butting Eaſt 
and Weit, Mr. Fawnt North, Wright South. 

Item, On the furlong four lands and a hadland butt- 
ing Eaſt and Weſt, Page North, Wright South. 

Item, On Peatling lix lands butting North and South, 
William Wright W eſt, Page Laſt. 


Item, 
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Item, On the fame furlong three lands butting Eaſt 
and Weſt, Henry Morris South, Page North. 

ltem, On Portway fix lands butting Eaſt and Weſt, 
Wale North, Wright South. 

Item, On the ſame furlong hard-by the town fide a 
cloſe called the Lammas Cloſe, hedged round about, 
containing ten leyes, Wright South, the Coal Pit 
Way North, 

Item, On Chidmore furlong fix lands butting Eaſt 
and Weſt, Mr. Fawat South, Wright North. 

Item, In the Butt Cloſe fix lands and a flat piece of 
ground butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright North and 
South. 

Item, In the ſame cloſe three little leyes lyzing hard- 
by the church brigg butting North and South, William 
Wright Welt, the Brooke Faſt. 

Item, In the Brook Cloſe fix lands lyeing upon Raven 
Willow Leyes butting Eaſt and Weſt, Wright South, 
Mr. Fawnt North. 

Irem, On the Brook Furlong fourteen lands butting 
Eaft and Weſt, Wale South, John Morris North. 

Item, Vive lands on the ſame furlong butting Faſt 
and Welt, Wright South, Wale North. 

Item, On the ſame furlong four lands butting Eaſt 
and Weſt, Wale North, Wright Sourh. 

Gtrvas ALDRED, Vic. Eccleſiz de Claybrooke. 
William WINTERTON, 
Joux BAuBERRV, Church-wardens. 
RicaBarRD LICHFIELD, 
Stv. NICHOLLS, |] «6: 
1 Sideſmen. 

Ext' um per Magiſtrum Roz1xs, Cur', 2 Julii, 1638. 


The following is a copy of a terrier of the glebe 
land, &c. taken May 13, 1708, by the then vicar Lio— 
nel Legat, and by the church-wardens William Short 
and Richard Groocock; to which is ſubjoined a copy 
of the cuſtoms of the pariſh as comprized in the Faſter 

G 4 Roll, 
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Roll, and which had been ſubſcribed by the principal 
inhabitants in 1623. 


A true Terrar of the glebe land, tythes, buildings, 
&c. belonging to the vicarage of Claybrooke. in 
the county of Leiceſter, taken by us whoſe names 
are hereunto ſubſcribed, this thirteenth day of 
May, anno Domini 1708, according to the direc- 
tions ſent by the Right Reverend Father in God 
the Lord Bilhop of this dioceſe, for the better 
preſerving the rights of the church“. 


The Vicarage Houſe was erected by the learned Mr. 
Herbert Thorndike +, containing eight bays. At the 
firſt entrance into it is a porch, and then a large ſpace; 
on the right hand an hall and a pantry, both floored 
with boards; on the left hand a parlour and cloſet, 
both boarded. In the next- bay is the ſtair- caſe on the 
left hand, and on the right a ſtill-houſe, through 
which is the paſſage into a large cellar under the hill 
and pantry. The ſpace leads into the kitchen, both 
which are paved with bricks. On the right hand of the 
kitchen goes a ſpace into the bakehonſe; on the right 
hand of which is the dairy; on the left is the brew- 
houſe, all floored with bricks. On the top'of the ſtair- 
caſe, which is boarded, is a ſpace, on the right hand 
of which is a chamber with a cloſet, both boarded; on 
the left hand another chamber with a cloſer, buth 
plaſter floors; and in the middle the vicar's ſtudy. 
From this ſtair-caſe gocs another; at the top of it a 
garret, boarded floor; and forwards two other garrets, 
one boarded, the other plaſter: ſtill up ſtairs a balcony 
covered with lead. From the ſtair-caſe aforenamed, on 
the right hand, is a chamber, boarded floor; forward 
is another chamber with two cloſets, chamber plaſter 


and one cloſer, the other boarded, From the ſtairs on 


FExtracted out of the Regiſtry of he Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
+ 8:0 an account of him in the liſt of the Vicars of thie parith, 
| the 
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the left hand of the kitchen is a chamber, boarded 
floor; on the right hand of which is another chamber, 
floored with plaſter; and ſtill on the right another 
chamber with a boarded floor. The houte is timber 
building; one half is rough-caſt, the other pained with 
brick: the roof is covered tyles, all in good order. 

The Barn contains three large bays, mud walls, and 
covered with thatch; the ſtables three bays, mud walls, 
and covered with thatch; two bays of building for 
coals, &c. mud walls, ad covered with thatch. The 
home-ſtall contains three acres, ſurrounded with lancs, 
and on the Eaſt with the green and church-yard; the 
earden walled round with mud walls; the court before 
the houſe with pales; the orchard next the green and 
church-yard with a mud wall and hedge, and the other 
parts, with quick; the back court with mud walls; the 
yard is walled next the church-yard and next the ſtreet 
with mud walls; the other parts with buildings and 
quick; the kitchen garden on the North with the town 
ſtreet, on the Weſt with a fiſh-pond, on the South 
with a ditch and clipt hedge, on the Eaſt with the 
houſe and orchard. 

The Glebe is three yard- land containing ſeventy-· one 
acres. The Lammas cloſe adjoining to the home · ſlall of 
the vicarage contains three acres; on the Weſt it is 
bounded with the Wood-way, on the South with a cloſe 
called the Port-way, (the Port- way contains about 
eighteen acres), on the North the Lammas cloſe, on 
the Weſt the Wood-way and the Vicar's Cow-cloſe, on 
the South the Prior's pieces, and on the Eaſt the 
Vicar's cloſe, called Chitman's mires, and Mr, Legat's 
cloſe, Chitman's Mires contains abcut nine acres, 
Ulleſtorpe Field, on the South the Prior's pieces, on the 
Weſt the Port-way, on the North Mr. Legat's land, 
and on the Eaſt Mr. Legat's land. The Cow-cloſe con- 
tains ſeven acres and an half; Thomas Byrd, Eſq. on 
the Weſt, Ulleſthorpe Field on the South, on the Eaſt 
the Vicar's Port-way, and on the North the Wood-way. 

Cop- 
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Copwell Meadow contains feven acres; Thomas Byrd, 
Eſq. on the Weſt, T homas Page on the North, and 
Thomas Byrd, Eſq. on the Eaſt, and the Vicar's great 
cloſe, on the South Thomas Stretton's. The Great 
Cloſe contains twenty-three acres; on the North Tho- 
mas Byrd, Eſq. on the Laſt the Vicar's Horſe-cloſe and 
Richard Wells, on the South Mr. Godard and Thomas 
Stretton, on the Welt the vicar's Copwell Meadow. 
The Horſe-clofe contains three acres and an half; on 
the Eaſt the Wood-way, on the South Richard Wells, 
on the Weſt the Vicar's great cloſe, on the North the 
Church-land. 

The vicar hath in Little Claybrooke, beſides his 
lebe, nineteen pence three {aithings an acre, payable 
at Chriſtmas and St. John the Baptiſt, at two equal 
payments, and no other dues, by their articles of inclo- 
fure. At Great Claybrooke the vicar hath twelve pence 
an acre, a mortuary, tythe pigs, and the cutting of 
three acres of grais in the middle of Small Meadow, 
and inſtrad of the aftermath he hath twenty fhillings 
per annum in the twelve pence per acre, He hath allo 
a fmal} piece of land, the Mill-way on the Laſt, John 
4 Smart on the North and Welt, John Thorpe on the 
1 South. He hath alſo for marriage eleven pence, for 
| burying four pence, and for churching five pence if 
H the child be living, but if dead but four pence. He 
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{1 hath the great and ima rythes of five yard-lands and an 
half at Sharnfurd, lying diſperſedly in the open fields, 
; The cuſtoms belonging to the pariſhioners of Ulleſ— 
q . thorpe, Bureſby, Wibtoft, and Wigfton Parva, 
| are comprized in the Eaſter Roll, of waich this is 
1 4 copy: | 

; Remembrance of the cuſtoms and manners of tything 
p uſed in the puriſh of Clas brooke in the county of 
1 I eiceſter, approved and allowed by Mr. John 
1 Higginfon, Clerk, vicar there now almoſt two 
| and fifty years together, and by the frecholders 
8 and 
| 
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and inhabitants whoſe names are ſubſcribed, Anno 
Domini 1623. | 


Offerings. Imprimis, every houſeholder ought to 
give at Eaſter to the vicar for their offerings five 
farthings, and every other communicant a penny. 
Item, due to the vicar at the churching of every wo- 
man after her childbearing, if the child be then living, 
five pence; if dead, two pence. Item, at every mar- 
riage, to the vciar eleven pence, and to the clerk three 
pence, Item, at every burial, to the 7 pence, 
and to the clerk two pence. If there be a mortuary due, 
then the four pence is not payable. 

Bealts. Item, if any perſon have in any one year, 
accounted from New-year's-day to New-yenr's-day, 
above fix calves falne within the village, he is ro pay 
to the ſaid vicar one calf at tliree weeks old for tythes, 
the vicar allowing back an halfpenny for every calf 
wanting of ten; if there be not above fix calves fo fal- 
Jen, then the vicar is to have at Eaſter next after ſuch 
year ended an halfpenny for every ſuch calf; and a 
penny for the cow whereof ſuch calves fall, and for 
every old milch cow an halfpenny ; for barridge beaſts 
nothing. 

Sheep. Item, due to the vicar, in full ſatisfaction 
of all tythe of ſheep kept within the village at New- 
year's-day, and dying, or bond fide fold away before 
Candlemas, a farthing; and for every ſheep kept there 
at Candlemas, and dying, or without fraud fold away 
before herding- time, an halfpenuy; but if they be kept 
on till theering, and there ſhorne, then the wool in kind 
aft-r this manner; viz. on Monday next after St. Peter's 
day the owner ought to lay his fleeces ready wound by 
teris, and then firſt ro chooſe one fleece out of every 
ſuch ten, and then the vicar is to chooſe one fleece out 
of the reſidue of every ſuch ten for his tythe. Item, 
at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, lambs arc 
tytheable; and if the odd fleeces and odd Jam'5s toge- 
ther amount together to the number of ſeven or more, 
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Copwell Meadow contains ſeven acres; Thomas Byrd, 
Eſq. on the Weſt, Thomas Page on the North, and 
Thomas Byrd, Eſq. on the Eaſt, and the Vicar's great 
cloſe, on the South Thomas Stretton's. The Great 
Clote contains twenty-three acres; on the North Thos 
mas Byrd, Eſq. on the Laſt the Vicar's Horſe-cloſe and 
Richard Wells, on the South Mr. Godard and Thomas 
Stretton, on the Welt the vicar's Copwell Meadow. 
The Horſe - cloſe contains three acres and an half; on 
the Eaſt the Wood-way, on the South Richard Wells, 
on the Weſt the Vicar's great cloſe, on the North the 
Church-land. | 
The vicar hath in Little Claybrooke, - beſides his 
lebe, nineteen pence three farthings an acre, payable 
at Chriſtmas and St. John the Baptiſt, at two equal 
payments, and no other dues, by their articles of inclo- 
fure. At Great Claybrooke the vicar hath twelve pence 
an acre, a mortuary, tythe pigs, and the cutting of 
three acres of grais in the middle of Small Meadow, 
and inſtrad of the aftermath he hath twenty fhillings 
per annum in the twelve pence per acre, He hath allo 
a fmal} piece of land, the Mill-way on the Laſt, John 
Smart on the North and Weſt, John Thorpe on the 
South. He hath allo for marriage eleven pence, for 
burying four pence, and for churehing five pence if 
the chiid be living, but if dead but four pence. He 
hath the great and ima rythes of five yard-Jands and an 
half at Sharnford, lying diſperſedly in the open fields, 


The cuſtoms belonging to the pariſhioners of Ulleſ- 
Qathorpe, Birteſby, Wibtottr, and Wigſton Parva, 
are comprized in the Eaſter Roll, of which this is 

a copy: | 
Remembrance of the cuſtoms and manners of tything 
uſed in the pariſh of Clas brooke in the county of 
I eiceſter, approved and allowed by Mr. John 
Higzinſon, Clerk, vicar there now almoſt two 
and fifty years together, and by the frecholders 
and 
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and inhabitants whoſe names are ſubſcribed, Anno 
Domini 1623. | 


Offerings. Imprimis, every houſeholder ought to 
give at Eaſter to the vicar for their offerings five 
farthings, and every other communicant a penny. 
Item, due to the vicar at the churching of every wo- 
man after her childbearing, if the child be then living, 
five pence; if dead, two pence, Item, at every mar- 
riage, to rhe vciar eleven pence, and to the clerk three 
pence, Item, art every burial, to the vicar four pence, 
and to the clerk two pence, If there be a mortuary due, 
then the tour pence is not payable. 

Bealts. Item, if any perſon have in any one year, 
accounted from New-year's-day to New-yerr's-day, 
above fix calves falne within the village, he is ro pay 
to the ſaid vicar one calf at three weeks old for tythes, 
the vicar allowing back an halfpenny for every calf 
wanting of ten; if there be not above fix calves ſo fal- 
Jen, then the vicar is to have at Eaſter next after ſuch 
year ended an halfpenny for every ſuch calf; and a 
penny for the cow whereof ſuch calves fall, and for 
every old milch cow an halfpenny ; for barcidge beaſts 
nothing. 

Sheep. Item, due to the vicar, in full ſatisfaction 
of all tythe of ſheep kept within the village at New- 
year's-day, and dying, or bond fide fold away before 
Candlemas, a farthing; and for every ſheep kept there 
at Candlemas, and dying, or without fraud fold away 
before herding-time, an halfpenuy; but if they be kept 
on till theering, and there ſhorne, then the wool in kind 
aftar this manner; viz. on Monday next after St. Peter's 
day the owner ought to lay his fleeces ready wound by 
ters, and then firit ro chooſe one fleece out of every 
ſuch ten, and then the vicar is to- chooſe one fleece out 
of the reſidue of every ſuch ten for his tythe. Item, 
at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner, lambs are 
tytheable; and if the odd fleeces and odd Jams toge- 
ther amount together to the number of ſeven or more, 
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the vicar is to have one out of the major odds, allow- 
ing ſo many halfpence as thoſe odds together do want 
of the number of ten; and if the add fleeces and odd 
lambs amount not together to the number of ſeven, the 
owner is to pay an halfpenuy for every ſuch odd fleece 
and odd lamb in licu of the tythe thereof. Item, 
where any perſon hach brought into the ſaid village 
any ſheep in the Spring-time, viz. between Candlemas 
and ſhecring-time, and there ſhorn them, he hath ordi- 
narily paid to the ſaid Mr. Higgiuſon, during his time, 
an halfpenny for every ſuch ſheep, in full ſatisfaction of 
the tythe thereof, Item, for fells or ſkins of ſheep 
killed or dying between ſheering-time and New-year's- 
day no tythe in kind or rate hath been hitherto given 
or paid; but for tells of ſheep killed or dying between 
New-ycar's-day and Candlemas a farthing apiece, and 
between Candlemas and fheering-time an halfpenny 
apicce is due in lieu of the tythe of ſuch felis. 

Pigs. Item, if any perſon have at one time of one 
ſow ſeven pigs or above, the vicar is to have one for 
his tythe, allowing to the ſow a farthing for every pig 
wanting of the number of ten; the owner is firſt to 
choole one, and then the vicar bis tythe pig at three 
weeks old; and if there be not ſeven pigs in all, then 
the owner is to pay a farthing apicce at Eaſter in lieu 
of their tythe. 

Gecle. Item, geeſe are tytheable at Lammas, at 
ſuch numbers, and according to the ſame rates of al- 
lowing or giving tor odds, as is before mentioned for 
pigs. a | 
Hens. Item, for every hen two eggs, and for every 
cock three eggs, payable on Good Friday to the vicar, 

Foals. Item, tor every foal fallen within the village 
a penny is due, to be paid to the vicar at Laſter fol- 
lowing, in licu of the tythe thereof. 

Fewell. ltem, in lieu of tythe fewell, an hearth 
penny is due, to be paid to the vicar at Halter; and 
then alſo a garden halfpenny for the garden. 


1 Fruit, 
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Fruit. Item, the tenth of all fruit is due in kind, 
and ought to be brought home to the vicarage houſe 
by the parithioner. 

Hemp. Item, the tenth of Hemp and flax is like- 
wiſe due, to be paid to the vicar in kind at the vicarage 
houſe after it is watered, 

There is alſo due to the vicar from Thomas Bradgate, 
Eſq. one pound ten ſhillings, payable at the feaſt of 
St. Michael, in the licu of tythe for ſeven yard lands 
and an half ſettled by an order of Chancery; and alſo 
from the millar of Claybrook, for the tythe of his 
mills, according to the immemorial cuſtom, thirteen 
groats at Chriſtmas “. 

Penſions out of the living. For the procurations 
to the archdeacon the vicar pays ſeven ſhillings and 
eleven pence, though this is an abuſe +, he having 
nothing to do with the impropriazions; for fynodals 
three ſhillings and ten pence; and to the Queen three 
pounds one ſhilling and four pence halfpenny. 

Cuſtoms. 1 here are no cuſtoms claimed by the pa- 
riſhioners, only a wake the Sunday next after St. Peter. 

The Furniture in the Chancel and Church. The 
furniture in the chancel is, firſt, a green cloth for the 
table, a white cloth and two napkins for the commu- 
nion, a filver cup without cover. or inſcription, weigh- 
ing fifteen ounces and an half, a pewter flagon, and two 


*The mill was purchaſed in 1675 of three perſons in Froleſ- 
worth, whoſe names were Andrew Hall, Thomas Townthend, 
and Chriſtian Iligginſon, by James Parker; who was ſucceeded 
„ Marmaduke Fawkes, father of the preſent miller of Clay» 
brook, Mr. John Fawkes. 

+ There appears to be a miſtake here in calling the payment 
of procurations an abuſe: for in the original endowment of the 
vicarage, upon the appropriation of the rectory to the ptioreſs and 
convent of Nuneaton in 1260, the vicar is charged with“ omnia 
onera ordinaria & extraordinaria.” Beſides the penſions abovemen- 
tioned, the biſhop has tor procurations, on account of his trien- 
nial viſitation, five ſhillings and eight pence as a vicarial due, 
and three ſhillings aud eight pence as a rectorial due. 
pews 
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pewter plates, two ſurplices, a cheſt, a book of Homi- 
lies, the Articles of the church of England, the pulpit 
cloth and cuthion of green cloth, and rails about the 
Communion-table. In the church are four large bells, 
a clock, a bier, and an herſe (cloth black). The vicar 
repairs the chancel, and the pariſhioners the church; 
the Weſt ſide of the church-yard is repaired by the 
vicar, being walls and pales; the Eaſt fide by Thomas 
Byrd, Eſq. being an hedge and pales; the South fide 
by the prriſhioners, being poſts and rails on a low ſtone 
wall; the North fide, half by the pariſhioners, and 
half by Thomas Byrd, Eſq. 

The Church Land. One acre; the Vicar's Horſe- 
cloſe South, Thomas Byrd, Eſq. North and Weſt, and 
on the Eaſt the Wood-way: a little piece of land in 
Lower Claybrooke, on the North fide of the pool: a 
cloſe, containing between fifteen and ſixteen acres, in 
the hands of Thomas Byrd, Eſq. William Webſter 
South, Thomas Byrd, Eſq. North, Mr. Goddard Welt, 
and the brook Eaſt, . 

The Clerk's Fees. The clerk is choſen by the 
vicar, Whoſe wages are as followeth, from anno 1611; 
of every huſbandman who keepeth a team yearly four- 
pence; of thoſe who have land and keep no tcam four- 
pence; and eight ſhillings yearly for ringing the cur- 
feu; of every man that hath an half yard land yearly 
a gallon of barley; for every wedding three pence; 
for a burial two pence; of every one that keepeth hens 
certain eggs on Good Friday; of every cottager yearly 
two pence; for ringing the paſling bell thrce pence; 
for digging a grave in the church half a crown, in 
the church-yard with a coffin one ſhilling, without a 
coffin ſixpence; and for a copy of the regiſter four- 
pence. The ſweeper of the church fix ſhillings and 
cight pence. The dog-whipper a crown. 


The curate hath for preaching at Wibtoft in the af- 
ternoon, and at Wigſton Parya in the atternoon,'every 
other 
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other Sunday, twenty pouhds per annum of the vicar, 

and his Sunday's dinner. LioxntL Ltcar, Vicar. 
W1LLI1AaM SHORT. 
RichaRD GRACOCK. 


The glebe, containing about ſeventy-one acres, and 
which is minurely deſcribed in the above terrier of 
1708, lies wholly in Claybrook Parva. At the time 
of the incloſure (1681), the Rev. Samuel Byrd was 
vicar; and by the articles of incloſure, the reſidue of 
the lordſhips was charged with the annual payment of 
ninetcen pence three farthings an acre, in lieu of all 
tythes, and all other oblations and duties whatſoever, 
amounting to the ſum of thirty pounds a year. 

At the time of the incloſure of Great Claybrook 
(1695), the Rev. Lionel Legat was vicar of the Pariſh, 
and rhe yearly payments charged by their articles of 
incloſure, in lieu of ſmall and great tythes, amounted 
to the ſum of fifty-one pounds, reſerving, however, 
to the vicar, the tythes of the mills, tythe pigs, and 
ſurplice feces, from the payment of which the townſhip 
of . Little Claybrook was exempted by their articles of 
incloſure, I ſuppoſe, on account of the great proportion 
which the glebe bears to the reſt of the lordſhip. 

When the above-memioned articles were coufirmed 
by act of parliament, a power was given to the Vicar 
to diſtrain tor arrcars of rythes (if not paid within 20 
days after the allotted times), either upon the premiſes 
of the perſons making default in payment, or upon any 
part reſpectively in the name of the whole. 


Upon the back of one of the printed acts of inclo- 
ſure in my poſſeſſion, the conſent of the Biſhop and 
Vicar is certified in their own hands, as follows: 


« I have peruſed this bill, and alſo the original ar- 
ticles for the incloſure of Little Claybrook, dated 
October the roth, in the year 1681 ; together with the 
original articles for the incloſure of Great Clay brook, 

dated 
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dated December 26, 1694. And being perſuaded that 
a reaſonable proviſion was and is made for the vicar of 
the pariſh and his ſucceſſors, and being willing that the 
ancient agreement ſhould be confirmed, and the poſſeſ- 
ſors of the ſeveral allotments quieted in their reſpective 
poſſeſſions, I do give my conſent that this bill may paſs 
into a law, provided Mr. William Byrd, the preſent 
vicar, be, as | am informed he is, fully ſatisfied with 
the terms of this incloſure, and doth accordingly in 
due form give his conſent thereto. R. LixcorLN. 


Witneſs WiLLlam WHIrwoRTH, Not. Pub. March 
11, 1733 
I have peruſcd this bill, and do conſent to have it 
paſs into a law, WILLIAM Brap, Vicar. 
March 13, 1733. 


The Terrier of 1708 mentions the great and ſmall 
tythes of five yard lands and an half in Sharnford * (a 
neighbouring pariſh), which the vicar of Claybrook 
had lying diſperſedly in. the open fields of that lordſhip. 
Sharnford has been incloſed fince that time; and in 
lieu of thoſe tythes the vicar has now an allotment 
of 18 acrcs, which was made at the incloſure. This 
piece of ground is very pleaſantly fituated, ſhooting up 
by a gentle aſcent to the pillar called High- -Croſs , 
and commanding one of the richeſt and moſt extenſive 
proſpects in the whole county, 


The view towards the Northern part of the county 
in this point is terminated by the Foreſt-hills, which 
preſent a long ridge extending from Ealt to Welt ; and 
the bare and bleak aſpect which they exhibit, forms a 
pleafing contraſt to the rich luxuriance of the flat coun- 
try between High Croſs and Leiceſter, whoſe ſpires are 
diſcernible by the naked eye, and many other objects 
beyond, to the diſtance of 25 miles. 


* This was a very old appurtenance to Claybrook ; ſee p. 54. 

+ Where the Roman Eagle hath been ſupplanted by a turn- 

pike-gate, and the prætorium of a prefect hath given way to the 
manſon of a Leiceiterthice grazier, 

The 
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The great tythes of Ulleſthorpe are the property of 
the Earl of Denbigh, and of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. The ſmall tythes of this lordſhip belong to 
the living of Claybrook, and the value of them has 
been conſiderably advanced by the preſent vicar. For- 
merly there was an annual compoſition of between eight 
and nine pounds paid out of this lordſhip to the vicar ; 
but within theſe few years it has been raiſed to the an- 
nual ſam of thirty-two pounds. 


Dr. Hutchinſon, one of the former incumbents, was 
in hot water with the people of Ulleſthorpe concerning 
the tythes for ſome years before his death. The far- 
mers pretended a modus, which the vicar was enabled 
entirely to ſet aſide, by the diſcovery of a leaſe granted 
by one of his predeceſiors. Dr. Hutchinſon died, 
however, without accompliſhing his purpoſe ; but he 
left behind him a teflimony of his zeal in the cauſe he 
had undertaken, and of his regard for the rights of the 
church, by bequeathing 100 l. with the intereſt ariſing 
from it, for the uſe of any of his ſucceſſors who might 
be obliged to have recourſe to legal remedies for the 
recovery ot the tythes. 


Mr. Jenner, the next incumbent, who died a few 
years after he came to the living, did not think proper 
to reſume the conteſt; but the preſent incumbent, who 
ſucceeded in 1774, ſignified his intention, ſoon after 
his inſtitution, of endeavouring to raiſe the value of the 
tythes ; and in 1775 he addreſſed the proprietors and 
occupiers of land in a printed circular letter, the inter- 
tion of which may not be deemed altogether unintere{t- 
ing in à topographical work of this kind. 


*« I hereby acquaint you, that I am come to a rcſo- 
lution to deſire a meeting of the proprictors and occu- 
piers of land in the lordſhip of Ulleſthorpe, in order 
io endeavour amicably ro ſettle ſome price for the 
ſmall rythes of the laid _— I hope you will not 

fail 
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fail to give your attendance at this meeting; and, that 
you may come to it the better prepared, I have thought 
proper to acquaint you before hand with a propoſal 
that I ſhall then make. I have thought proper to ac- 
quaint you for how much I am willing to lett my tythes 


of Ulleſthorpe annually by the pound-rent, or by the 


| 
yard-land, whichever ſhall be moſt approved of, for | 
the term of 21 years, provided I enjoy the living ſo | 
long. And here let me deſire you to obſerve, that I am | 
not going to make a demand at random, without having 
firſt conſulted the opinions of learned counſellors, and 
experienced landholders, on the ſubject. My coun- 
ſellors have told me, that every thing which does not 
pay tythe to ſomebody elſe is obliged to pay tythe to : 
me, and that I am accordingly entitled to tythe, not 
only of lambs and wool, calves and foals, milk, pigs, | 
and eggs, but allo of the agiſtment of all barren cattle 
of every fort; and upon acquainting them with the a 
preſent circumſtances and management of Ulleſthorpe ? 
lordſhip, they have-aflured me, that the ſmall tythes of 
it, at the loweſt and moſt moderate eſtimation, cannot 
be worth leſs than two ſhillings a year in every pound- 1 
rent. The graziers alſo and landholders, with whom 0 
I have adviſed, upon conlidering the preſent manage- ſr 
ment of the lordſhip, and how many acres a yard-land 
in it, upon an average, conſiſts of, tell me that my p. 
tythes are worth two guineas per yard-land, allowing C 
as few lambs and fleeces, as little milk, as few foals, 
&c. to come off every yard-land in lieu of tythes, as it of 


is poſlible for that quantity of land, with the manage- 

ment it is now in, to yield and produce. I am firmly 

/ * and ſolemnly convinced in my own mind, that the 
tythes due to me from Ulleſthorpe are, between man 

\ and man, equivalent to the higheſt of the above eſii— 
mates as the lordſhip is now cultivated and managed, 

But foraſinuch as 1 think it would be diſtreſling to 
ſeveral of the preſent proprietors and occvplers to pay 

lo large an outgoing, after having for many yeais 

paid 
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paid none; and as I know it is poſſible that the method 
of cultivating the lordſhip may be changed, and the 
value of my tythes in ſome degree reduced; and as I 
am extremely deſirous of procuring the good-will and 
friendſhip of my pariſhioners; for theſe reaſons 1 have 
determined, with my eyes open, to accept of one half 
of the real value of the tythes; that is to ſay, one 
net ſhilling for every pound-rent, or one net guinea for 
every yard-land in the lordſhip, for the term of 21 
years, provided I enjoy the living ſo long.“ 


In conſequence of the above addreſs, matters were 
amicably ſettled; and the vicar conſented to accept of 
15 ſhillings a yard land, for which he granted them a 
leaſe for 21 years. 


The great tythes of Bitteſby belong to Lord Denbigh ; 
and the vicar of Claybrook receives, by way of com- 
poſition for the ſmall tythes, twenty pounds a year. 


The great tythes of Wibtoft belong to the Earl of 


Denbigh; and the vicar of Claybrook receives an an- 


nual compoſition oi between 7 and 8 pounds for the 
ſmall tythes. 


The great tyrhes of Little Wigſton are likewiſe the 
property of the Karl of Denbigh; and the vicar of 
Claybrook receives 61. yearly for his tythes. 


Clay brooł is in the gift of the Crown, and the value 
of the living is rated in the King's books at 30l. 108. 5d. 


The chancel is kept in repair by the vicar, 
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A catalogue of tlic incumbents of Claybrook, as 
far as can be collected: 


Peter, who had becn inſtituted to the rectory by 
Hugh Bp. of Lincoln, on the preſentation of the prio— 
reſs and convent of Nuneaton, occurs in 1220. 

Lawrence of Warwick, who ſucceeded Peter, was 
the Jaſt rector of Claybrook. He was inſtituted 1223, 
as appears by the following extract from the eccleſiaſtical 
records of the dioceſe of Lincoln. 

Magiſter Laurentius de Warwick, clericus, ad eceleſiam 
de Cleibroc, ad collationem epiſcopi, de conſenſu prioriſſæ 
& moniaiium de Eton, ejuſdem eccleſiz patronarum. 

William of Bek was the firſt vicar, and he was inſti- 


zuted in 1260. 

D. the Preſbyter, 1303. 

Roger Rivers, 1328, 8 id. Mail. . 

John Heynot, 1350, 16 kal. Dec. 

John Lyme, 1355, kal. April. 

Thomas of Leire, 1357, 1 kal. April. 

Adam Darderus, 1357-8, 4 kal. Jan. 

Thomas of Leire, 1361, 16 kal. Oct. 

Andrew Attecroſs, of the Wold, 1361, Dec. 

John of Bereford, 1365, 5 Dec. 

William de Charwellon, 1378, Dec. 

John Muryell, 1435, ult. die Dec. 

William Spenſer, 1440, 18 Jan. 

William Rawling, 1443, 27 Aug. 

William att Heyth, 1450, 16 Sept. 

Thomas Morris, 1524, 9 June. 

John Higginſon, vicar in 1571, was living in 1623 *. 

Gervas Aldred occurs vicar in 1628 +. 

Andrew Lermant, inducted in July, 1642, was diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of his living by the parliamentary committee of 
Sequeſtration. 

Herbert Thorndike. The parſonage houſe, as de- 
ſcribed, p. 88, in the terrier of 1708, was built by him. 
Ile was Fellowof Trinity College, Cambridge; and after- 
wards Prebendary of Weſtminſter, in the poſſeſſion of 


* See P- 99. | See P- 83. 
2 | which 
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which dignity we find him in 1661, He died in July, 
1672*; and appears to have been a man of very 
conſiderable learning, He aſſiſted Walton, in the Poly- 
lott Bible, with“ Variantes in Syriaca Verſione V. 
Tet. Le&tiones;” and wrote the following books: I. 
« Of the Government of Churches, a Diſcourſe point- 
ing out the primitive Form, 16417, 8vo, II. “ Of 
Religious AGemblies and the Public Service of God: 
a Diſcourſe according to Apoſtolical Rule and Practice, 
1642, 8vo, III.“ Concerning Differences in Religion,” 
8vo. IV. A Ditcourſe of the Right of the Church in 
a Chriſtian State, 1649, 8vo. V. “An Epilogue to 
the Tragedy of the Church of England, being a neceſ- 
ſary Conſideration and brief Reſolution of the chief 
Controverſies in Relizion that divide the Weſtern 
Church, occaſioned by the preſent Covenants of the 
Church of England; in Three Books, viz. 1. Of the 
Principles of Chriſtian Truth. 2. The Covenant of 
Grace. 3. The Laws of the Church, 1659,” fol. 
VI. A Diſcourſe of the Forbearance of the Penalties 
which a due Reformation requires, 1670,” 8vo. VII. 
De ratione ac jure finiendi Controverſias Eccleſiæ, 
1670,” 8vo, VIII.“ Origines Eccleſiæ, 1673,” 8vo. 
IX. “ Juſt Weights and Meaſures, that is, the preſent 
State of Religion weighed in the Balance, and meaſured 
by the Standard of the Sanctuary, according to the opinion 
of Herbert Thorndike;“ the ſecond edition, 1680, 4to. 
John Maidwell . M. A. about 1658. Henry 


* See Wood's Athenæ, vol I. p. 461. 

+ Printed at Cambridge; and dedicated to James Duke of Le- 
nox, Earl of March, Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, &c, 
to whom Mr. Thorndike was then Chaplain, 

t Mr. Maidwell, who was born at Geddington in Northamp- 
tonſhire, was chamber-tellow with Biſhop Gunning at Cambridge; 
and firſt ſettled on a good living at Sympſon in Bucks. During 
the civil war he put in a friend, to ſupply the place, and take the 
profits, while he retired to London, to employ his labours, 
When the war was over, he was ſent down to Claybrook, where 
Mr. Thorndike had built the beſt parſonage-houſe in the country: 
but he did not continue long there, though he was not without 
good ſucceis in his work, betore the people of Sympſon invited 
him to return back, The matter being referred to Dr. Arrow- 
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Henry Pierce, who occurs in 1659, was among the 


number of thoſe Puritan Dwines who kept their livings 
by conforming to the church. 


ſmith and three more of the Aſſembly; upon hearing both ſides, 
two of them were for his ſtay at Claybrook, and two for his 
return to Sympſon, Finding they could not agree, he deter- 
mined for himſelf to return to Sympſon, becauſe they were his 
firſt people, and becauſe they were more ſerious and more nume- 
rous, though the living was worth leſs by 3ol. a year. He had 
ſome ſucceſs in his work there, though not without diſcourage- 
ments, and continued in his public miniſtry among them till the 
Uniformity act filenced him, The religious Sir Thomas Aliton 
and his lady had a very great eſteem for him, and he preached 
often at their houſe at Odell in Bedfordſhire, He was a good 
icholar, and an excellent preacher; of grea” modeſty and hu- 
mility, and eminent piety, No man was more abundant in 
labours than he, who was never weary of his work, and ſeldom 
wearied in it. He had the happy art of winning ſouls to Chriſt. 
His daily converſe was a continual preaching of the Goſpel, His 
ſweet and chearful temper made him amiable to all. None that 
knew him could lightly ſpeak evil of him, Many that were of 
a different judgement from him had yet an high veneration and 
reipect for him, He had learned that heavenly alchemy from 
his Lord and Maſter, to turn earth into heaven, and to make a 
ſpiritual improvement of all earthly buſineſs and occaſions he 
was concerned about, It was a queſtion whether he did more 
good, and converted more fouls, in the pulpit, or out of it by 
his familiar diſcourſe, After his ejeciment, he often preached 
in his own houſe, and in other houſes at Kettering, and lived 
there 3o years; in the latter part of which rime he opened a 
meeting-houſe till in being, and had a conſiderable congregation 
to the laſt ; who about bo years ago built a larger place, in which 
Mr. Benjamin Boyce was many years miniſter to a flouriſhing con- 
gregation. Mr, Maidwell was buried in the pariſh church of 
Kettering, where he had a grave-ſtone, which yet remains, with 
a Latin inſcription, now almoſt worn out; whence however it 
appears that he had been miniſter there, that he was a man of 
learning, and that he died Jan. 9, 1692, aged 83, He had 
been perſecuted by Sawyer, Eſq. and often eſcaped with 
difficulty, and ſometimes in diſguiſe, He was once in priſon, 
but it is uncertain where and for what cauſe, A letter of his, 
written in that impriſonment, to his friends, may be ſeen in the 
Nonconformiſts* memorial, whence this note is principally taken. 
When and how long he was at Kettering doth not appear from 
Dr. Calamy; but Mr. Palmer was intormed that he came there 
about 1650, and continued in the church 12 years, 
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Samuel Byrd, 1681. See p. 95. 
Lionel Legat, 1694—17c8. See pp. 88. 95. 
William Byrd *, 1733. He built the preſent parſo- 


nage houſe. 


The Reverend Charles Hutchinſon, D. D. of Sidney 
College, Cambridge, was appointed to the vicarage of 
Claybrook in 1744, which he held with the rectory of 
Willoughby, in the county of Nottingham. He was 
the third ſon of Julius Hutchinſon, Eſq. of Owthorpe, 
in Nottinghamſhire, by a daughter of William Norton, 
Eſq. of St, Edmond's Bury, in Suffolk. Dr. Hutchinſon 
was twice married : his firſt wite was one of the daugh- 
ters and coheirs of Norton Hanſon, Eſq. a citizen of 
Coventry ; and his ſecond wife was a daughter of the 
Rev. Joſeph Ledbroke, formerly Rector of Alton Flam- 
vile, and Vicar of Scraptoft in Leiceſterſhire, Dr, 
Hutchinſon acted in the commiſſion of the peace for 
Leiceſterſhire, and maintained a moſt reſpectable cha- 
rafter both as a clergyman and a magiſtrates There is 
a marble monument erected to his memory in Claybrook 
chancel, upon which his character is pourtrayed in the 
following words : 


© Near this place is depoſited all that was mortal of 
the Rev. Charles Hutchinton, D. D. whoſe piety as a 
Divine, Knowledge and impartiality as a Magiltrate, 


* Mr, Byrd, by all accounts, was a worthy man; but was fo 
involved in debt, chiefly, as I have heard, through the machi- 
nations of his brother, “the Old Juſtice,” that he was obliged 
to keep himſelf a cloſe priſoner in his own houſe for ſeveral years, 
excepting on Sundays, when he employed all the time he could 
command in walking about the fields, He always preached 
twice every Sunday, from Lady day to Michaelmas, After ſer— 
mon in the morning, the congregation always ſung the 117th 
Pialm;z while they were ſinging, Mr, Byrd retired to the chancel, 
put on his ſurplice, returned to the deſk, and concluded the 
lervice by reading the prayer for the whole ſtate of Chriſt's 


church militant, 
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and every qualification which diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian, 
the Gentleman, and the Friend, rendered him ufeful to 
his country, exemplary to his pariſhioners, dear to his 
intimate acquaintance, and reſpectable to all who knew 
him. After a long and painful illneſs, borne with that 
patience and reſignation which the precepts and exam- 
ple of his Bleſſed Maſter taught, he was taken to 
eternal reſt, April the 21ſt, 1769, in the 59th year of 
his age; in which bliſsful ſtate his affſicted relick “, who 
erected this monument, hopes again to join him.“ 


The Rev. Charles Jenner, M. A. ſucceeded Dr. 
Hutchinſon in the living of Claybrook; and, having 
obtained a diſpenſation to hold this vicarage with Crane- 
ford St. John, co. Northampton, was inſtituted in 
1769. This gentleman was educated at Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, where he took both his- degrees; B. A. 
1757; M. A. 1760. He diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the 
Univerfity by obtaining two of Mr. Seaton's prizes; 
the ſubjects were © the Gift of Tongues, 1767;” and 
* the Deſtruction of Nineveh, 1769 ;” a Collection of 
Poems in 1766, 4to. He was the author of two novels, 
intituled “ Letters from Altamont in the Capital to 
his Friends in the Country, 1764,” 8vo; and“ The 
Placid Man.” He likewiſe publiſhed © Letters from 
Lothario to Penelope,” 2 vols. 12mo, including,“ Lu- 
cinda, a Dramatick Entertainment; a Sentimental Co- 
medy, called, The Man of Family, 1971,” 8vo;z 
* Town Eclogues, 1772,” 4to; © Louiſa, a tale; to 
which is added an Elegy to the memory of Lord L.yttel- 
ton, 1774,” 4to; and many other poetical pieces, ſome 
of which have great merit, and ſhew that he poſſeſſed 
elegant literary accompliſhments, refined taſte, and ex- 
quitite ſenſibility of heart. 


* This lady, who by her mother was nearly related to the 
Duke of Kent, died in January 1788. | 


In 
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In one of the“ Town Eclogues,” intituled, * The 
Court Chaplain,” the Author introduces himſelf in the 
following manner: 


“ Grown ſick of liberty and country air, 
The morning ſaunter in the one-horſe-chair, 
The ſocial pipe, the ſolitary Muſe, 
The bowling meeting, and the weekly news, 
The ruſtic vicar quits his lone retreat, 
To try what joys the London clergy greet. 
He mounts his mare, whilſt Thomas at his back 
Conveys twelve ſhirts and his beſt ſuit of black; 
A half-year's tyche to pay his way in town, 
His fix beſt ſermons, and his laſt new gown. 
To ſome kind neighbour he gives up the care, 
Of buying two young heifers at the fair, 
To tend his ſtock, to keep his garden nice, 
And ſell his barley at the market price, 
With all the pride of hagling for two groats, 
And ſhewing a clean ſample of his oats. 
Joys more reſin'd he means in town to ſeek, 
And hires ſnug lodgings at a pound a week. ” 


The ſituation and employments of a court chaplain 


are well contraſted with thole of the ruſtic vicar ; 


* Behold him now enur'd to courtly ground, 
A couſtant dangler in the fame dull round. 
Deep read in Ecton; at his fingers ends, 
Preſerments, values, old incumbents, friends, 
With who ſtands firſt on every courtier's liſt, 
Who's ſerv'd, and who with promiſes diſmiſs'd; 
With expectation ſees each morn appear, 
Tho' diſappointment cloſes every year; 

And, ſtill with croſſes ev'ry hour perplext, 
Reſts well aſſur'd his turn muſt be tlie next. 

If chance a country neighbour ſtrays to town, 
He tingles out the antique wig and gown; 
Turns Ciceroni to his wond'ring friend, 

And points put all the court, from end to end; 
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Tells who is in, and who is out of place, 

And feaſts upon a ſimper from his Grace; 
Explains the myſtery of the wands and keys, 

And ev'ry colour'd ribband that he fees; 

More vain, alas! of this moſt uſeleſs knowledge, 
Than all the learning that he brought from College. 
Then, having plac'd him in the foremoſt row, 
To ſee the king paſs by, and make his bow, 
Announcing, as they paſs, each lord and groom, 
He next conducts him to the chaplain's room; 
There vainly ſhews him how court chaplains dine, 
And toaſts a maid of honour in French wine. 


Mr. Jenner was the author of a copy of verſes, inti- 
tuled, © April,” written at the requeſt of a lady for 
the Bath Eaſton prize, which they obtained. They 
were, I believe, the laſt productions of his Muſe ; and 
by the kindneſs of one of his relations I am enabled to 
lay them before the reader: 


Come, April, month of various kinds, 
With ſummer's ſuns and winter's winds; 
Whole varied clime and lengthen'd day 
Blend ſhiv'ring March with blooming May; 
Capricious month, which oft can ſhew 
A violet in a bed of ſnow, 
Mourning its waſted, ill-plac'd charms, 
Like beauteous youth in age's arms; 
Come, but preſerve thy ſofter grace, 
And wear thy younger, ſpring-time face, 
Such as, in mild Arcadian bowers, 
The ſhepherds view thee crown'd with flowers; 
When many a rural ſwain is ſeen, 
Weaving gay chaplets on the green, 
To deck the nymph whoſe laughing eye, 
In dalliance mocks his tender figh, 
Tho' pleas'd to ſee his conſtant flame; 
Come ſpring, come winter, {till the ſame, 

But 
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But hide, O hide, thy brow ſevere, 

Stern remnant of paſt ſeaſons drear, 

The bleak eaſt wind, the r-ttling hail, 

That, (weeping down tH' aftrighred vale, 

Blight the young kingcups in their bed, 

And bruiſe the early cowflip's head; 

Whilit the lone ſwallow's eager haſte 

Is check'd by many a wint'ry blaſt, 

Who mourns the treacherous miles of ſpring, 

And drooping hangs her lifeleſs wing, 

Alas! pcor bird! thy ſource of woe, 

The giant ſons of reaſon know; 

Their brighteſt proſpects, as they riſe, 
Are clouded o'er like April ſktes ;; 

And hope, whoſe ſweetly tempting ray 

Firſt led them on their vent rous way, 

Leaves them dejeéted and torlorn, 

o loſe the rofe, and graſp the thorn. 

Farc's adverſe ſtorms that gather round, 
 Deforming all their faireſt ground, 

Prove the fad maxim but too true, 

That they, alas! as well as you, 

Truſting too far an April ſun, 

Droop, difappointed aud undone.” 
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Mr. Jenner died May 11, 1774, aged 38. A mo- 
nument was erccted to his memory, in Claybrook chan- 
cel, by Lady raven, whoſe Muſe weeps o'er his urn, 
in the following beautiful and pathetic ſtrain: 


« [cre in the earth's cold boſom lies entomb'd 
A man, whole ſenſe, by every virtue gracd, 
Made cach harmomous Muſe obey his lyre: 
Nor thall 4crating band of powerful Time 
Obliterate his naue, dear to each tunetul bieaſt, 
And deuter ſtill two toft humanity; 

For oft the ſympatheiic tear would ſtart 
Unbidden from his eye; another's woe 
He read, and icit it as his own. 
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Reader! 
It is not flattery or pride that rais'd 
To his remains this modeſt ſtone; nor yet 
Did partial fondneſs trace theſe humble lines, 
But weeping Friendſhip, taught by Truth alone 
To give, if poſſible, in future days, 
A faint idea to the race to come, 
That here repoſeth all the mortal part 
Of one, who only lived to make his friends, 
And all the world, regret he e' er ſhould die.“ 

E. C. 1775. 


Mr. Jenner had a fine taſte for muſic; and his ſociety 
was much courted by the amateurs of that art. He 
poſſeſſed a conſiderable ſhare of wit, and (what rarely 
happens) without the ſmalleſt tincture of ill-nature or 
malignity. His diſpoſitions were humane and beneyo- 
lent; his manners were ſoft and gentle, aſfable and 
condeſcending; his pulpit compoſitions were animated 
and perſuaſive; in ſhort, his talents and accompliſhments 
as a clergyman, a ſcholar, and a gentleman, rendered 
him the object of univerſal reſpect and eſteem; and he 
died moſt ſincerely lamented by his pariſhioners and the 
whole neighbourhood. 


The Rev. Donald Mackinnon was inſtituted in 1774; 
about two years after his inſtitution he accompanied a 
young gentleman on a tour through France and Italy; 
and was abſent for three years, during which time the 
parochial duty was performed by the Reverend Abra- 
ham Rudd *, who has fince obtained a ſtall in the ca- 
thedral of Hereford, and the mailerſhip of the gram- 
mar- ſchool there. Dr. Mackinnon publiſhed a Faſt 
Sermon in 1779, from Ifaiah ix. 21. * For all this his 
anger is not turned away, but his hand is ſtretched out 


* In 1781 this gentleman publiſhed a ſermon, which was 
preached before the contributors to the General Infirmary at 
Hereford, from Proverbs xvi. 31. 
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ſtill,” He went out to the Eaſt Indies in 1781, from 
whence he has not yet returned. 
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Obſervations on the agriculture and productions, trade 
and population, of the pariſh of Claybrook, with 
biographical anecdotes aud miſcellaneous remarks. 


The ſoil in this pariſh is of various qualities, as may 
naturally be ſuppoſed in ſo extenſive a tract, containing, 
as I have already obſerved, about 4000 acres of land; 
but the ſoils are generally rich in their reſpective kinds. 
The tiff foils, inclining to marl or rich clay, afford excel- 
lent paſtures for fattening cattle, and for the dairy : 
the loamy, mixed, and light ſoils likewiſe anſwer ex- 
tremely well for the purpoſe of dairying, for raiſing 
young flock, and for ſheep paſtures ; and this fort ot 

land, when in tillage, produces very good crops of wheat, 
barley, oats, and turnips. Great numbers of ſheep are 
annually bred in every part of the pariſh ; and the pro- 
duce of the dairy is very conſiderable, for, beſides the 
conſumption of a populous parith, there are between 

Fo and 60 tons of excellent cheeſe annually fold to the 
factors from London, Hertfordſhire, and other parts, 
either from the dairy, or at Leiceſter, Harborough, 
Northampton, and Daventry fairs. Upwards of 120 
cattle of the draught kind are employed in the cultiva- 
tion of the different farms throughout the pariſh; a 
great number of them are breeding mares, the produce 
of which are uſually fold about Martinmaſs when foals, 
or the following year when colts, or if worked in the 
reams, when they are 5 or 6 years old, and yield con- 
ſiderable profit to the farmers, 

The proportion of arable to meadow and paſture, 
throughout the pariſh, may be conlidered about as une 
to ſeven and a half, and is chiefly confined to the gra- 
velly, mixt, or loamy ſoils, 
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The farmers moſtly uſe double ploughs, which in 
breaking-up turf land require five or ſix horſes, accord- 
ing to the nature of the foi), and uſually plough about 
two acres a day; in ſtirring fallows, tour, or at moſt five 
horſes are neceſſary, under the management of one man, 
and will plough two acres and a halt or three acres in 
a day. The firſt introduction of that uſeful implement 
of huſbandry, the double plough, into this pariſh and 
county, was by a farmer of Little Wigſton, about 25 
years ago. He bad the honour of introducing into the 
pariſh of Claybrook one of the firſt productions of the 
genius of the original inventor, who reſided ſomewhere 
in the county of Worceſter ; great improvements have 
been made in them fince that time, and for many years 
they have been very completely manufactured in the 
pariſh. I do not imagine that there is any thing parti- 
cularly different in the management of the arable lands 
in this pariſh from thoſe in the neighbourhood. 

The general courſe of tillage upon the light, mixed, or 
loamy foils, to which the plough is chiefly confined, 
is as follows: 


1. Barley or Oats. 
2. Wheat. 


3. Turnips. 
4. Barley. 
5. Clover. 


The firſt crop of clover is mowed, then generally 
grazed four or five years, and thrown again into tillage. 
Same farmers omit the article of wheat, as tending to 
overrun the land with twitch weeds, &c. which, in an 
uniuvourable ſummer, are ſometimes very difficult to be 
eradicated during the fallow; aud after a crop of bruſh 
turnips they ſubſtitute a ſecond crop of barley, or oats, 
or proceed to turnips, the preparation for which uſually 
requires four, and fometimes five ploughings, the firſt 
commencing in December or January. Lime is a good 
dical ulcd on thele fallows z the Proportion is generally 
about 6 or 7 quarters of 8 buſhels to the acre, This 
is tiequently lacrealed a.corgding io the nature of = 
loil, 
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ſoil, or the particular iaclination of the farmer, from 10 
to 15 or 16 quarters. The lime which is uſed in the 
Eaſtern parts of the pariſh is chiefly from Newbold, near 
Rugby, Warwickſhire; that which is uſed in the 
Weſtern parts, is from Griff in the ſame county ; the 
price of the former at the kilns is two ſhillings a quarter, 
that of the latter three ſhillings; the value of the car- 
riage is nearly the ſame from both, about 18. 6d. As 
lime does not contain in itſelf any of thoſe nutritive par- 
ticles which are neceſſary to the growth of plants; an 
intelligent farmer in the pariſh apprehends, that, when 
conſidered as a manure, it is chiefly to be regarded for 
its phyſical properties in combining and uniting the oils 
it may meet with in the ſoil with the humid particles, 
and thereby forming a mixture replete with fertilizing 
qualities. The eſſect of this ſpecies of manure is more 
obſervable in the ſweetneſs of the paſture when grazed, 
than by any ſuperior appearance or quality of the crop 
which ſucceeds the liming. 


Turnip crops are uſually worth from fifty ſhillings 
to four pounds an acre; very few are drawn off for 
cattle; but they are moſtly eaten upon the ground by 
ſheep, &c. I have been informed that the firit intro- 
duction of this valuable root as an article of food for 
cattle in this neighbourhood, took its riſe from the 
accidental circumſtance of ſome ſheep breaking into a 
garden belonging to the Red Lyon Inn at Smockington, 
on the borders of this pariſh, where ſome turnips were 
cultivated merely for culinary uſes. The ſheep ate 
them greedily, and it was with difficulty that they were 
prevented from repeating their treſpaſſes. The farmer 
took the hint, and next year ſowed a few acres. The 
experiment fully anſwered his expectations, and brought 
turnips into general cultivation, 


Day-labourers that are employed in haſband:y, have 
18. a day and their board during the harveſt months, 
with 
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with the carriage of a load of coals, worth about 128. 
or 148. ; and for the reſt of the year 18. a day, and beer. 


The wages for a ſervant man, who is hired by the 
year, are from 51. 1cs. to 8l. 10s. or gl.; and dairy 
maids have from 31. to 41. 


There is a pretty conſiderable trade in the woollen 
manufactory carried on in this pariſh, particularly in 
the hamlet of Ulleſthorpe ; the principal branches of 
which are, the making of woollen yarn, - the weaving 
of ſtockings, and of ſtuffs. In Ulleſthorpe, the wool- 
len manufactory alone employs about 160 hands. In 
this hamlet there are 38 ſtocking-frames and 21 looms, 
of which latter, ſixteen are for weaving laſting, and 
five for what is called cuſtom work. In Great Clay- 
brook there are fifteen ſtocking- frames and two cuſtom- 
looms. There are ten ſhoemakers and ſeven taylors in 
the whole pariſh. 


The chief import into this pariſh is the article of 
fuel, which is pit-coal, from the mines at Bedworth, 
Griff, Oldbury, and Baddeſly, in Warwickſhire, and 
from Meaſham and Oakthorpe in Leiceſterſhire. The 
price of the three firſt ſorts is more per ton at the pits, 
than the others; but, being conſiderably nearer, are 
delivered in the pariſh, during the ſummer and autumn 
months, at about 8d. or 84d. per hundred, and are 
' Chiefly uſed among the poor people; the three latter 
ſorts are about 2d. or 3d. a hundred dearer, but from 
their very ſuperior quality are more profitable than the 
former, and therefore are ger-:rally uſed by thoſe peo- 
ple who have teams, or who can afford to purchase a 
load at once from the carriers. From the late junction 
of the Birmingaam and Coventry canals, the excellent 
coal from Stattordſhire, which goes by the name of 
Wec'nceſbury, may now be delivered here at about 11d. 
or 18. a hundred. Beſote that took place, they could 


nut be procured under about 1s. 44s 
The 
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The pariſh of Claybrook is entirely incloſed, and 


well wooded; there may be from 12 to 15 acres of 


ſpinneys of young timber, excluſive of which there is 
ſcarcely an acre of waſte or uncultivated lard in the 
whole pariſh. 

The parochial regiſter goes no farther back than 
March, 1705. During the firſt 20 years of the regi- 
ſter, there were married in the pariſh of Clavbrook 
72 couple; and for the ſpace of 20 ars, ending Dec. 
31, 1788, there have been married 123 couple. Of 
the 72 couple married in the firſt period, only 4 appear 
to have been married by licence; in the latter period, 
30 couple were married by licence. During the inter- 
mediate ſpace of 43 years, there were married 206 
couple, of whom 29 were married by licence; fo that 
the whole number married from March 1705, to 
Dec. 1788, amounts to 401 couple, of whom 63 have 
been married by licence. 

The numbers chriſtened, during the firſt 20 years, 
were 293; and during the ſame ſpace of time there 
were 253 burials. For the ſpace of 20 years, ending 
in December, 1788, the numbers chriſtened have been 
451; and the numbers buried, 300. Of thoſe chriſtened 
during the firſt period, 3 are regiſtered as illegitimate, 
and 13 of thoſe chriſtened during the laſt period. Dur- 
ing the intermediate ſpace of 43 years, there were 728 
chriſtened, of whom 21 are regiſtered as illegitimate. 
All the baptiſms regiſtered from March, 1705, to 
December, 1788, amount to 1472, the w hole number 
of illegitimate children, being 37; and all the burials 
amount to 1162. The above calculation, ſo far as 
reſpects the chriſtenings, is excluſive of the Diſſenters, of 
whom, however, there are but a few families in the pariſh, 

In 1565, it appears by a certificate given to Dr. 
Nicholas Bullingham, then Biſhop of Lincoln, there 
were in the two Claybrooks, and Bitteſpy 36 families, 
in Ulleſthorpe 21, in Wibtoft 12, and in Litile Wig- 
ſton 4; in all, 73 families, or about 509 perſons “. 


* Harl, MSS. N 018. 
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The population of the pariſh at this time is pretty 
nearly as follows: 
Claybrook Magna, about 313 inhabitants. 
Claybrook Parva, including the 
farm-houſe in the lordſhip Y 60 
Bitteſby, about 
Ulleſthorpe, about | 412 
Little Wigſton, including the | 
farm-houſe at High Go, 70 
about 
Wibtoft, about 86 


The population of the whole pariſh, 941 


This pariſh gave birth to the Rev. Ferdinand Poole, 
of whom the following account is given in the Non- 
conformilt's Memorial. “He was born at Ulleſthorpe 
in Leiceſterſhire, of godly parents, and educated at the 
college of Dublin in Ireland, into which kingdom he 
was afterwards forced to go for ordination, where there 
was at that time a more moderate biſhop than his native 
country would afford. There he was ordained withour 
ſubſcription to thoſe things which his conſcience was 
not free to comply with. The biſhop that ordained him 
ſtyles himſelf Laonenſis. He gave him deacon's orders 
Aug. 24, and prieſt's orders Sept. 3, 1626. Nothing 
is mentioned in his orders (of which the author had a 
copy, and his grandſon Mr. Shaw of Derby the ori- 
ginal) as previous thereto, but taking the oath of alle- 
giance and ſupremacy. Would our biſhops commonly 
have ordained upon thoſe terms, there would not have 
been ſo much diſpute about ordination. Mr. Poole was 
conſtant, ſerious, plain preacher. For the greater 
part of his time, he was in the family of that grave and 
pious matron, Mrs. Pigott, of Thrumpton, who, by 
her intereſt and money, ſheltered him from the biſhop's 
courts for ſeveral years. In her family he had ſeven 
children born and brought up. But when the civil 
war broke out, not being able to continue there any 
longer, he moved into Huntingdonſhire, one of the 


ailociated counties, where he had the living of Great 
Cat- 
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Catworth, of about 130l. a year; yet ſuch was his con - 
tempt of the world, ſuch his affection to the good 
people of Thrumpton, and ſuch his grateful reſpect to 
his good friend Mrs. Pigott, that when the war was 
over, he voluntarily left his living, and returned to a 
much ſmaller allowance. Here he continued till Bar- 
tholomew day, 1662, and then was forced to eſpouſe 
the old courſe of Non-conformity. He died at Aſhby- 
de-la-Zouch, in the houſe of his ſon-in-law, Mr. Sa- 
muel Shaw, 1676, aged upwards of 80. He was a 
man of great humility and ſincerity, a true Nathaniel 
without guile, poſſeſſed conſiderable miniſterial abilities, 
and was particularly eminent in prayer.” The laſt of 
the family of Poole in Ulleſthorpe was a reſpectable 
yeoman, who died about 28 years ago; and the family 
eſtate now belongs to John Goodacre, eſq. who was 
high ſheriff for Leiceſterſhire in 1787 *. 

There was a diſſenting miniſter, of the name of 
Baſſet, a native of Claybrook. I have ſeen a ſermon 
which he publiſhed in 1731, entitled, © If the Goſpel 
doth not make men religious, nothing elſe can;” from 
Luke xvi. 31: it is a ſerious and animated compoſition, - 
He had the charge of a diflenting congregation, at Kenil- 
worth in Warwickſhire; but quarrelled with his people, 
and ſpent the latter part of his life in his native pariſh, 
where he taught a ſchool, and led a moſt diſſolute life. 

A very worthy clergyman, whoſe name was Ancell, 
was curate of Claybrook for many years. His income 
was only 4ol. & year, upon which he lived, paſſing 
rich, beloved and reſpected by his pariſhioners, and by 
all who knew him. He had always plenty of bread 
and cheeſe, bacon and ale, in his houſe; and his plain 
and homely board was ever crowned with the good fare 
of a hearty welcome: the inward peace of mind which 


* In a deed of conveyance to Michael Poole of Ulleſthorpe, 
bearing date the 6th of James I. the preamble is as follows: To 
all Chriſtian people to whom this preſent writtinge ſhall come, 
William Moore of Cleabrooke, chaundler, ſendeth greetinge in 
our Lord God everlaſtinge,” 
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he enjoyed, was diſplayed in the placid and chearful air 
of his countenance; rhe good man's heart glowed with 
love to God and man; and his memory is ſtill precious 
among us. He died in 1753; and we have heard that 
his grave was watered by the tears of his vicar while 
he was performing the funeral ſervice, This worthy 
man had a ſon who entered into the church, became 
chaplain to the Earl of Denbigh, and through the in- 
tereſt of that noble family obtained the living of 
South Kilworth, in this county, While he was chap- 
lain to Lord -Denbigh, he ſerved the cure of Monks- 
kirby, in Warwickſhire; and during that time, in Feb- 
ruary, 1757, he publiſhed a faſt-ſermon, from 2 Chron. 
vii. 14, entitled, © National Virtue, the condition of 
National Happineſs.” This ſermon was dedicated to 
Baſil, Earl of Denbigh, Sir Francis Skipwith, bart. 
and the principal inhabitants of the pariſh of Monks» 
kirby, at whoſe requeſt it was publiſhed. 


The following anecdote concerning a native of this 
pariſh, whoſe name was Thomas Page, and who died 
between 50 and 60 years ago, is given on the authority 
of an old farmer, who was acquainted with him. 

Thomas Päge had landed property in the lordſhip of 
Little Clay brook to the amount of near 100 l. a year; 
but, through various misfortunes, he became ſo embar- 
raſſed, as to be under a neceſſity of ſelling his patri- 
mony, which was purchaſed by Mr. Byrd, a gentleman 
who has been already introduced to the reader by che 
title of The Old Juſtice.” Mr. Byrd covenanted to 
grant an annuity to Page's wife in caſe ſhe ſurvived her 
huſband. Soon after this, Page removed to London, 
leaving his wife at Claybrook. He had not been long 
abſent before intelligence was received of his having 
died of the ſmall- pox; and an aftidavit was ſent down to 
Mr. Byrd of the'body having been buried in woolen in 
Saint Pancras church-yard. The widow of courſe 
claimed her annuity. Some time after this, the old 
Fultice ſp.el a letter lying at Lutterworth, directed to 
Widow 
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Widow Page of Claybrook.; and the writing bore ſuch 
ſtrong marks of reſemblance to that of her deceaſed 
huſband, that his Worſhip was tempted to indulge his 
curiofity by opening the letter; which, to his great 
amazement, bore the ſignature of Thomas Page; and 
teſtified, that the perſon whom he had conſidered as 
dead and buried was ſtill alive and well; but, when he 
recollected the ſolemnly atteſted certificate he had re- 
ceived of Page's interment, he could ſcarcely perſuade 
himſelf that the man was any longer in the land of the 
living. The claims of Mrs. Page, however, rendered 
what might have otherwiſe been matter of amuſement 
to his Worſhip, a ſerious concern; and he determined 
to inveſtigate the buſineſs without delay. Accordingly 
he repaired to town; and, having obtained leave to 
examine the grave in which Page was buried, the coffin 
was taken up, which, iuſtead of containing a human 
body, was found to be ſtuffed with ſtones and wool. 
It was now beyond a doubt that an artful conſpiracy 
had been formed againſt Mr. Byrd; and the next point 
was to ſecure the perſon of 1homas Page, who was 
apprehended, and committed ro priſon; but he was 
liberated ſhortly without any further puniſhment, and 
returned to his native village, where he became a pau- 
per, and died at laſt in good earneſt, This curious 
tranſaction gave occaſion to the following diſplay of 
ruſtic humour. 

Some time after Page's return home, the ſmall-pox 
broke out in Claybrook, and he was in great dread of 
catching the infection. Having diſcovered once very 
ſtrong ſymptoms of fear and uneaſineſs, a farmer in the 
village rallied him by ſaying, that “he wondered how 
Page, of all men in the pariſh, could entertain the leaſt 
apprehenſion of danger, ſince all the world knew that 
he had died of the ſmall- pox long ago, and that the 
only vulnerable part of him, his body, lay very ſnug 
in Saint Pancras church-yard.” In anſwer to which, 
Page obſerved, with an arch look, “ Well, come now, 
warn't that a good cunning trick, as I ſarved the old 

* Juſtice?” 
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_ Juſtice? —©& Yes,” replied the other; “ no doubt it 


would have been a very good trick indeed—if it had 
ſucceeded, Maſter Page !” 

Now that we have got the old Juſtice once more on 
the carpet, I ſhall give the reader another anecdote 
or two concerning him. Within a few doors of Mr. 
Byrd's houſe ſtood a blackſmith's ſhop, to which a 
traveller of very ſuſpicious appearance came one day, 
mounted on a horſe with a ring padlock on one of his 
feet, which he defired the blackſmith to file off; adding, 
with marks of great impatience, that he was in the 
utmoſt hurry, and begged that no time might be loſt. 
The blackſmith immediately began to ſnſpect that the 
Horſe had been ſtolen, and that his rider was either a 
thief or a highwayman ; and his ſuſpicions were con- 
firmed by the man's behaviour while he was at work. 
The ſhop was cloſe by the road; and when a traveller 
appeared, the man would inſtantly ſkulk behind the 
door, as if he were afraid of being taken up. The 
blacl. inuith, having no longer uny doubt, pretended ſome 
excuſc, and ſlipped away to the old Juſtice, who, upon 
hearing the circumſtances, dubbed Vulcan a conltable 
upon the ſpot, and iſſued a warrant io apprehend the 
man upon ſuſpicion. The blackſmith poſted back to 
the ſhop with all expedition; and, on producing his 
warrant, the ſtranger diſcovered, in his countenance and 
by his geſtures, all the marks of an unhappy wreich 
who confidered himſelf as ruined and undone; and he 
implored his diſmiſſion with an earneſtneſs which had no 
efleft upon the unrelenting heart of the blackſmith, but 
terved. only to quicken his zeal in executing his com- 
miſſion. Accordingly the man was brought before the 
Juſtice, who no ſooner began to queſtion him, than he 
advanced towards the chair with a haughty ſtride, and, 
ſtarting up like Satan at the touch of Ithuriel's ſpear, in 
the ſhape of a bailiff he executed a writ in due form. 

] have heard that Mr. Byrd's pecuniary embarraſs- 
ments aroſe from the expence attending his canvas when 
he offered himſelf a candidate to repreſent the county of 

| Leiceſter. 
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Leiceſter. That ſtep appears to have rendered him 
very unpopular ; and I have heard that, during the can- 
vas, the following diſtich was all the faſhion : 

% Palmer and Cave! 

| Byrd's a knave.“ 

Tradition has likewiſe handed down, that he was 
about the ſame time exhibited in a grand proceſſion at 
Leiceſter, under the emblem of a ſtuffed owl in a cage, 
with a large empty purſe dangling by the ſide of it. 

The high wind which did ſuch damage throughout 
England in the beginning of this century, and which, 
among other diſaſters in this neighbourhood, blew down 
the ſpire of Lutterworth church, is known throughout 
the hundred of Guthlaxton to the preſent day by the 
name of Byrd's wind; but no one that I have met can 
give a ſatisfaftory account how that memorable wind 
came to be diſtinguiſhed by that appellation, 

Juſtice Byrd's eldeſt fon married a davghter of Sir 
Edward Pickering, with a conſiderable fortune, at a 
time that the finances of the family were at a very low 
ebb ; and the news of this unexpected good fortune, at 
ſo critical a juncture, is ſaid to have affected the mind 
of the old Juſtice ſo ſtrongly, that he died almoit 
inſtantly. 

To counterbalance any unfavourable impreſſions which 
may remain on the reader's mind from the various par- 
ticulars that have been related of Mr. Byrd in the fore- 
going pages, it is but juſtice to obſerve, that his cha- 
racer as a Magiſtrate ſtands unimpeached ; that he was 
conſidered as a friend to the poor, and that his labour- 
ers and domeſtics reported him to be a kind and generous 
maſter. He appears to have engaged deeply in the 
politicks of the county, and to have been a very warm 
Whig partizan ; but, as my information reſpecting this 
gentleman has not been conveyed- through a Whig 
channel, it is obvious that, in order to form a proper 


 eltimate of Mr. Byrd's character, ſome allowance muſt. 


be made for the effects of party zeal, which is too apt 
ro make men view the moſt amiable qualities in their 
14 political 
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political opponents with the diſtorted eyes of prejudice 
and hatred. The fooliſh and unchriſtian diſtinctions of 
blue and yellow, high and low, have raged in Leiceſter- 
ſhire at different times with no leſs fury than the blue 
and green factions by which Conſtantinople was torn 
aſunder in the reign of Juſtinian ; and the friends of 
order and moderation have juſt cauſe to lament that 
ſome remnants of the old leaven ſtill continue to ferment 
among us. Nothing has a more direct tendency to ſour 
the temper, to poiſon the tweets of ſocial and domeſtic 
life, and to extinguith that charity which is the bond of 
peace and of all virtues, than the ſpirit of blind party 
zeal ; nor is there a ſingle duty of religion or morality 
which has not been ſacrificed upon this unhallowed 
altar. | 

A monument of religious antiquity was lately pointed 
out to me in the back yard of a cottage in Little Clay- 
brook. Ir is the old font of Claybrook church, which 
was removed, I believe, in the time of the late vicar, for 
no good reaſon that I can make out, to make way for 
the preſent font, which has neither dignity nor taſte in its 
conſtruction; and it is now converted to the ignoble 
purpoſc of a pump trough. It is a maſſy block of ſtone 
of a circular form, and, from the ſize of it, I am inclined 
to think it is of conſiderable antiquity, probably as old 
as the church itſelf *, Its dimenſions are as follows: 
The circumference is 89 inches, and the perpendicular 
height 22 inches, The exterior diameter 1s 22 inches, 
the interior 16 inches, and its depth 12 inches. At 
the bottom of the excavated baſon there is a hole for 
letting out the conſecrated water, which,“ as Sir John 
Cullum obſerves in his Hiſtory of Hawſted, “ deſcended 
into a cavity below, where it was abſorbed by the earth, 
that it might not be irreverently thrown away, or ap- 
plied to any profane ute,” 


* Fonts, originally intended for the total immerſion of the 
infant, are antient in proportion as they are capacious, War- 
ton's Kiddington, p. 5. 

I cannot 
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L cannot view the preſent ſituation of this venerable 
relic without regret, and I with with all my heart J 
could fee ic reftored to its old place. If the pulpits in 
which « Wickliffe, a Latimer, and a Ridley preached, b 
the chairs in which they ſat, and the veſtments which b 
they wore, are preſerved with religious veneration | | 

| 


why ſhonld we treat with neglect a relic which has been 
for ages conſecrated to the ſolemn purpoſe of adminiſter- 
ing the baptiſmal rite ? 

| underſtand that the old font of Leir church, in this 
neighbourhood, has been lately converted into a horſe 
trough. When country churches are repaired, monu- 
ments of antiquity are little regarded by ruſtic church- 
wardens, and {till leſs by the ruſtics whom they employ z 
and in Claybrook church they have ſuſfered more 
within theſe 50 years from the rude hands of bricklayers, 
carpenters, and glaziers, than they could huve done 
from the ravages of Time during the lapſe of ages. 
Monumental inſcriptions, braſs plates, and painted glaſs, 
have fallen victims to the ambition of modern church— 
wardens, to have their names recorded to poſterity as 
the beautificrs of the church. 

A grave itone, from which a braſs plate with a Gothic 
inſcription had been rudely torn, is now the hearth-ſtone 
of a cottage ; and ] found the other day in a garden the 
fragments of a ſtone which had been removed out of 
the church, and on u which the following date and in- 
ſcription are legible: 

„% . 1710, . . 68th year of his age. 
Lite is uncertain, Death is ſure, 
Sin is the wound, Chriſt is tae cure.“ 
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In a cottage in Ulleſthorpe, I lately diſcovered a por- 
trait of a bithop painted on word, with the following 


inſcription: 
„Vita Chriſtus, Mors Lucrum. 
A“. Dil 1616, Et. ſuz 70.“ 


In 
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In another cottage in the ſame hamlet, I found a 
good portrait painted on wood, dated © AÆEtatis ſuæ zo, 
Anno 1605;” with the foliowing couplet in Latin, 
which Martial would not be aſhamed to own: 


* Quid facis, O Demens? cur ora fugacia pingis ? 
Aut novus aut nullus cras mihi vultus erit.“ 


There is nothing very remarkable in the Natural 
Hiſtory of the pariſh of Claybrook ; nothing to attract 
the curioſity, or to enrich the cabinets, of the Foſſiliſt 
or the Botaniſt, There is indeed in the lordſhip of 
Ullefthorpe a ſpring, which appears to be impregnated 
with a mineral quality, and which goes by the name of 
Cawdel-well. The late Dr. Wigley, of Ulleſthorpe, 
was at the pains of dividing the ſpring at the fountain 
head into three diſtinct rills, which gently trickle down 
upon a ſtone pavement, to which there is a deſcent by 
a few iteps. It is faid, that medicinal virtues were at- 
tributed to this water. by Dr. Wigley ; but I do not 
hear that the Doctor left any one in poſſeſſion of the 
fecret, or that any remarkable cures have been effected 
by it. 


There is a well near Mr. Wigley's houſe called Cha- 
pei-well; and there is a tradition in the pariſh, that a 
chapel once flood cloſe by the well. I have not met 
with any written record to confirm this oral teſtimony, 


which is too vague for the moſt fanciful Antiquary to 


ground a conjecture on. I have likewiſe heard that 
there was once a chapel in Bitteſby, 


It may not be amils to remark, that the river Soar is 
ſupplied by two tributary ſtreams from this pariſh; the 
one riſes in Willey- field, and, after waſhing the ſkirts of 
Bitteſby lordihip, flows in a deep and narrow channel, 
and by many ſerpentine windings, almoſt through the 
centre of the pariſh, The other takes irs courſe along 
the north ſkirts of Liwle Wigſton, and forms the boun- 
dary between that lordſhip and the pariſh of — 
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If there be little food for the Naturaliſt in this pariſh, 
neither can we promiſe much gratification to the Land- 
ſcape painter. There is, however, a beautiful picture 
in the ſtyle of landſcape to be ſeen from Ulleſthorpe hill, 
which may be recommended to the notice of the travel- 
ler, and with which the ingenious Mr. Throſby of Lei- 
ceſter intends to enrich his pleaſing collection of Leiceſter- 
ſhire Views. 

The view from High Croſs is bold and extenſive 
beyond any proſpect I have ſeen in this county. 


There lawns extend that ſcorn th'Arcadian pride” 
but unfortunately we cannot add thar, 
« Erighter ſtreams than fam'd Hydaſpes glide.” 


In ſhort, this proſpect wants water, and it wants foliage, 
and all that variety of romantic beauty and artificial 
decoration which exerciſe the genius of the pictureſque 
draughiſman; but it affords comforts to farmers and 
grazicrs, which are to them an ample compenſation for 
the abſence of cloud-capt towers and foaming torrents, 
of pine clad hills, woody amphitheatres, and meander- 
ing ſtreams. I would obſerve, however, that this 
neighbourkood affords by far the ſineſt landſcape picture 
I hare ſeen in Leiceſterſhire; 1 mean, the proſpect from 
the Welt fide of Little Aſhby, and which commands a 
view of the greater part of the whole pariſh ot Clay brook. 


Though this pariſh cannot boaſt of any ſtriking viſi- 
ble remains of antiquity, except the Watling-ttreer and 
Foſs roads; yet tothe Antiquary it affords a pretty good 
field for conjectural ſagacity. 


A little way beyond High-croſs, on the right hand of 
the turnpike road, there 1s a field, the conformation of 
which ſuggeſts to my mind the idea of an encampment, 
or rather of a military intrenchment. This field is in- 
cloied by a ſemicircular ridged bank, running parallel 
to the courſe of the ſtreet road, concerning the antiquity 
of which I ſhall not venture to hazard a conjecture, leſt 
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1 ſhould betray my own incapacity. I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with obſerving, that this area of circumvallation is 
of great uſe to the preſent occupier, by ſupplying his 
cattle with excellent paſture, and by affording them a 
ſnug ſhelter from the Eaſt wind. If I could have the 
pleaſure of examining the neighbourhood of High- eroſs 
in the company of the penetrating Bodleian Librarian, 
or the learned Editor of Camden; ſome ncw remarks 
might probably be grafted on the obſervations of Dug- 
dale, Aſhmole, Gale, and Stukeley. 


The irregular and excavated appearance of Bitteſby 


grounds ſeems to have been produced by human art, 


rather than by the hand of Nature; but what ſhare the 
Celts, the Romans, or the Saxons, might have had in 
producing thole irregularities, I have neither leiſure nor 
ability to inveſtigate. The moſt prevailing opinion 
upon this head is, that Bitteſby was the ſite of a Saxon 
city, of conliderable eminence, which went by the name 
of Clayceſter, or Claycheſier, Camden ſays, that the 
neighbours told him that there was a moſt flouriſhing 
city near High Croſs, named Cleyrefter, which had a 
ſcnate of its own, and of which Claybrook, about a 
mile off, was part; and tha: on both ſides of the road 
foundations of hewn ſtlone lay under the furrows, and 
that Roman coins were very often ploughed up. He 
adds, that this place, exactly corceiponuing with the 
diſtance from PBennaverta or Wedon, induced him to 
place here PBernoncs or Fenones; the next {tation after 


| Bennaventa in Antoninus; eſpecially as Antoninus ſays, 


the way here parts into two, which is alto the current 
tradition. Burton, with more confidence, attrms that 
near Claybrook many ages fince ſtood a great Roman 
city, of the ſtation called Bennones; but by the Saxons 
called after Cleyceller, through which went Watling- 
{treer, for on boti ſides of the way have been ploughed 
and dug up many antient coins, great ſquare ſtones and 
bricks, and other rubbiſh of that antient Roman build- 
ing, not ſar from a beacon ſtanding upon the way _ 
Calc 
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called High Croſs; he adds, that many of the coins 
which had been turned up by the plough there had 
been delivered to himſelf, 


Bitteſby lordſhip ſeems to have been converted into 
ſheep-paltures before Burton's time. It now remains 
chiefly in that ſtate; and many people are confident, 
that if the plough were admitted there, the curioſity of 
the Antiquary might be richly gratified. 


There appears to be no ground for ſuppoſing that any 
of the antient roads, whole remains are now viſible in 
this neighbourhood, had any exiſtence before the time 
of the Romans. The ſtations which were plac-d upon 
the Roman military roads were probably the founda— 
tions of many towns, not only while Britain continued 
a Roman province, bur afterwards during the time of 
the Saxons; and I have met with no argument or con- 
jecture of ſufhicient force to invalidate the ſtream, 
both of written and oral tradition, that in the pariſh of 
Claybrook a Saxon city role upon the ruins of a Ro- 
man ſtation. 


It may be proper to obſerve, that Mr. Salmon, the 
author of a work called © A new Survey of England, 
1728, has advanced an hypotheſis concerning the courſe 
of the Watling ftreet road, difterent from Aſhmole, 
Gale, and other lcarned Antiquarics, He will not al- 
low that it is the \atling-iireet with which the Folle 
makes an interſection at Hi! gh C ra but a military way, 
whici he will not allow us to call by any other name than 
the“ Street road; but the late E Dr. Maſon, 
Woouwardian proteflor at Cambridge, who has with 
great judgement appreciated the reſpective merits of 
the various comm-ntators on the Itinerary of Antoni- 
nus, holds Mr. Salmon very cheap, and repreſents 
him as being fo obſtinate, that whatever opinion he had 
once embraced, no reaſoning, however clear or ſtrong, 
could cycr retiove him trom perſiſting iu it. 
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Mr. Horſley, in his account of the Roman military 
ways, 1s at a loſs to determine whether the ways were 
prior to the ſtations, or the latter to the former, or 
whether both were done together. The grand Roman 
ways, he aſſerts, were four in number, namely, Wat- 
ling-ſtreer, Hermin-ſtreet, the Foſſe, and Icknild-ſtreet; 
and he informs us, that in the Saxon times theſe roads 
had particular laws, called Pax quatuor cheminorum, the 
peace of the four ways, for which he quotes, by way 
of authority, a paſſage from the laws of Edward the 
Confeſſor. But to return to High Croſs. The croſs 
which formerly ſtood on this ſpot was no longer viſible 
in the time of Camden, but had been ſupplanted by a 
poſt, probably the ſame which Burton ſaw, and which 
was afterwards deſcribed as follows, by Mr. Aſhmole 
the Antiquary, in a letter to the famous Dugdale, 
dared 1657 : The long pole ſet up at this place, with 
four arms directing the way from London to Weſtcheſter, 
and from York to Briſtol, was erected by one Mr. An- 
thony Font *, of Claybrook, who was, I hear, a lover 
of Antiquities, with whom lived one Mr. Broxhorne, 
a great collector of the coins found hereabout, . but 
what is become of him 1 could not learn.” It does 
not ſeem to be aſcertained beyond a doubt, that the 
Statio Venonum was actually on the very ſpot where the 
pillar called High Croſs ſtands. But there remains not 
the ſhadow of a doubt that it muſt have been there or 
thereabouts; and where could there be a more likely 
ſpot for that purpoſe in the vicinity than this, which, 
from the eminence of its ſituation, was the belt adapted 
far a ſpeculatory poſt, which commanded the belt view 
towards the ſtations of Rate and Verometum, and where 
two of their greatelt roads interſefed each other? 


I conſider Claybrook as a healthy ſpot, of which I 
cannot give a beiter proof than that the people in gene- 


* Faunt, I ſuſpect, was the name, and he is probably the ſame 
who is mentioned in the terrier of 1638, 
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ral live to a good old age. Vegetation is not very 
early, and our harveſts are ſeldom over before the mid- 
dle of September; the air may be conſidered as rather 
moiſt than otherwiſe, but we are not ſubject to very 
heavy fogs. The croſs roads are in general uncom- 
fortable to travellers, and this ariſes from the nature 
of the ſoil concurring with the great quantity of wood, 
by which means the proceſs of evaporation is carried 
on very ſlowly. The roads break after the firſt autum- 
nal rains, and generally bid defiance to wind and ſun 
till towards the beginning of May. The turnpike road 
which paſſes through Claybrook was begun about 
30 years ago. Before that time the acceſs to Claybrook 
was very difficult from all quarters in the winter ſeaſon; 
and I have heard an old traveller ſay, that in thoſe 
days to ride from Rugby to Market Boſworth, by Lutter- 
worth and Hinckley, was a hard day's work; but in this 
reſpect times are changed much for the better, for 
though Claybrook is near a hundred miles from the 
metropolis, the mail coach paſles through every morn- 
ing a few minutes after nine in its way to Cheſter, where 
it arrives that evening; this 1s one of the improvements 
of modern times, which would have appeared incredible 
in the days of our grandfathers. 


With regard to manners and cuſtoms, and peculiari- 
tics of phraſeology, there are very few in this pariſh, 
exceptiag ſuch as are applicable to a conſiderable part 
of the county. I thall now throw together the obſer- 
vations | have made on thoſe heads. There is one cir- 
cumſtance which cannot eſcape the notice of the moſt 
caſual obſerver ; and that is, the hoſpitality and urba- 
nity which prevail among the yeomanry in this neigh» 
bourhood.. There is a great portion of good ſenſe and 
public ſpirit among !hemz and we may add, that they 
have all the ſubltuutial comforts of life within them- 
ſelves, and have no reaſon to envy 

© The ſoil that hes 

In ten degrees of more indulgent ſkies,” 

The 
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The people of this neighbourhood are much at- 
tached to the celebration of wakes; and, on the annual 
return of thoſe feſtivals, the couſins aſſemble from all 
quarters, fill the church on Sunday, and celebrate 
Monday with feaſting, with muſic, and with dancing, 
The ſpirit of old Engliſh hoſpitality is conſpicuous 
among the farmers on thoſe occaſions; but, with the 
lower fort of people, eſpecially in manufacturing villa- 
ges, the return of the wake never fails to produce a 
week, at leaſt, of idleneſs, intoxication, and riot; theſe 
and other abuſes, by which thoſe feſtivals are ſo groſſſy 
perverted from the original end of their inſtitution, ren- 
der it highly defireable to all the friends of order, of 
decency, and of religion, that they were totally ſup- 
prelled. | 


On Plow Monday T have taken notice of an annual 
diſplay of Morris- dancers at Claybrook, who come from 
the neiahl ouring villages of Sapcote and Sharnford. 
The cuitom of ringing curfew, which is ſtill kept up 
at Claybrook, has probably obtained without intermil- 
ſion fince the days of the Norman Conqueror. On 
Shrove Tueſday a bell rings at noon, which is meant 
as a ſignal for the people to begin frying their pancakes ; 
nor muſt I omit to obſerve, that by many of the parithio- 
ners due reſpect is paid to Mothering Sunday. 


The diale& of the common people, though broad, is 
ſufficiently plain and intelligible. They have a ſtrong 
propenſity to aſpirate their words; the letter N comes 
in almeſt on every occaſion where it ought not, and is 
as frequently omitted where it ought to come in. The 
words fine, mine, and ſuch like, are pronounced as if 
they were ſpelt fcine, moine; place, face, &c. as if they 
were ſpelt pleace, feace; and in the plural ſometimes, 
you hear plearen; choſen, for cloſes; and many other 
words in the ſame flyle of Saxon termination. The 
words there and where are generally pronounced thus, 
theere, Treere; the words mercy, deſerve, &c. thus, 
marcy, dejurve, Ihe following peculiarities of pro- 
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nunciation are likewiſe obſervable: ua, ſtrongly aſpirated, 
for us, war for was, meed for maid, faither for father, 
eery for every, brig for bridge, thurrough for furrow, 
hauf for half, cart-rit for rut, malefattory for manu- 
factory, inactious for anxious. The words myſen and 
himſen are ſometimes uſed inſtead of myſelf and himſelf; 
the word Shack is uſed to denote an idle, worthleſs va- 
gabond; and the word Rip, one who is very profane. 
The following are inſtances of provincialiſm where the 
words are entirely different. Butty, a fellow ſervant or 
labourer; thus it is ſaid, “ One butty's wi” t'other.“ 
To crack, to boaſt. Fog, dead graſs. Frem, plump or 
thriving, thus they ſay, © a Frem child,” © Frem 
graſs.” Gorſe or Goſs, furze, Living, farm, Paſſer, 
gimlet. Peert, lively and well. Ruck, a confuſed 
heap. Sough, a covered drain. Spinney, a ſmall plan- 
tation. Strike, buſhel. Y/bit-tawer, a collar-maker. 
Town, a village. Houſe for kitchen. Unked, lonely and 
uncomfortable. The following phraſes are common, a 
power of people;” © a hantle of money; © I don't 
know Pm ſure;” © I can't awhile as yet as.” The words 
like and ſuch frequently occur as expletives in converſa- 
tion; for example, © If you don't give me my price /ike, I 
won't ſtay here hagling all day and ſuch.” The mono» 
ſyllable as is generally ſubſtituted for that; for inſtance, 
the laſt time as I called. I reckon as I an't one.“ 
I imagine that I am not ſingular. Ir is common to ſtig- 
matize Public characters, by ſaying that they * ſet poor 
lights;” and to expreſs ſurprize, by ſaying, ©* Dear heart 
alive!“ The ſubſtantive Righ? generally uſurps the place 
of ought ; tor inſtance, © Farmer A. has a right to pay 
his tax.” The aſſeſſor has a juſt right to give him a 
receipt.“ Next ways,” and “ clever through,” are 
im common uſe : Thus, “1 ſhall go next ways clever 
through Ulleſthorpe.” Nigh-hand, for probably, as 
* He'll nigh-hand call on us.” Duable, convenient or 


proper: Thus, The church is not ſerved at duable 
hours, 


It is not uncommon for the wives of farmers 
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to ſtyle their huſbands Our Maſter, and for the huſbands 
to call their wives Mamy; and a labourer will often 
diſtinguiſh his wife by calling ker the Oman. There 
are many old people now living, who well remember 
the time when Goody” and © Dame,” © Gaffer” and 
« Gammer,” were in vogue among the peaſantry of 
Leiceſterſhire ; but they are now almoſt univerſally diſ- 
carded and ſupplanted by Mr. and Mrs. which are in- 
diſcriminately applied to all ranks, from the Squire and 
his Lady down to Mr. and Mrs. Pauper, who flaunt in 
Tags, and drink tea twice a day, 


A cuſtom formerly prevailed in this pariſh and neigh- 
bourhood of * riding for the bride-cake,” which took 
place when the bride was brought home to her new 
habitation: a pole was erected in the front of the houſe 

or 4 yards high, with the cake ſtuck upon the top of 
it; on the inſtant that the bride ſet out from her old 
habitation, a company of young men ſtarted off on 
horſeback ; and he who was fortunate enough to reach 
the pole firſt, and knock the cake down with his ſtick, 
had- the honour of receiving it from the hands of a 
damſel on the point of a wooden ſword ; and with this 
trophy he returned in triumph to meet the bride and 
her attendants, who, upon their arrival in the village, 
were met by a party, whoſe office it was to adorn their 
horſes heads with garlands, and to preſent the bride 
with a poſey. The laſt ceremony of this fort that took 
place in the pariſh of Claybrook was between 60 and 
70 years ago, and was witnefled by a perſon now living 
in the parith. Sometimes the bride-cake was tried-for 
by perſons on foot, and then it was called © throwing 
the quintal,“ which was performed with heavy bars of 
iron ; thus affording a trial of muſcular ſtrength as well 
as of gallantry. 


This cuſtom has been long diſcontinued as well as the 
other. The only cuſtom now remaining at weddings, 
that tends to recall a claſſical image to the mind, is 
that of ſending to a diſappointed lover a garland m_ 
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of willow variouſly ornamented, accompanied ſometimes 
with a pair of gloves, a white handkerchief, and a 
ſmelling- bottle. | 


At the funeral of a yeoman or farmer, the clergyman 
generally leads the van in the proceſſion, in his canoni- 
cal habiliments; and the relations follow the corpſe, 
two and two of each ſex, in the order of proximity, 
linked in each other's arms. At the funeral of a young 
man, it is cuſtomary to have fix young women clad in 
white, as pall-bearers; and the ſame number of young 
men with white gloves and hatbands at the funeral of a 
young woman. But theſe uſages are not ſo univerſally 

revalent as they were in the days of our fathers; and 
in the days of our “ wiſer ſons,” they may become 
almoſt as obſolete as“ throwing the quintal.“ 


Old John Payne and his wife, natives of this pariſh, 
are well known from having perambulated the hundred 
of Guthlaxton many years, during the ſeaſon of Chriſt- 
mas, with a fine gew-gaw which they call a aſſail, 
and which they exhibit from houſe to houſe with the 
accompaniment of a dner. I apprehend that the prac- 
tice of waſlailing will die with this aged pair. Weare 
by no means fo tenacious of old uſages and diverſions in 
this country, as they are in many cther parts of the 
world. In a very entertaining account of the iſland of 
Minorca, which was publiſhed about forty years ago, 
we are informed that the people had the utmoſt vène- 
ration for Antiquity ; and that many cuſtoms as old as 
Theoecritus and Virgil were kept up among them, ſuch 
as, poetical difputes in extemporary alternate verſes, 
lovers pelting one another with apples“, and the cere- 
mony of throwing nuts and almonds at weddings F 
that the boys might fcramble for them; and it appears 
that the funeral ceremonies in the Grecian iſlands, to 


* & Malo me Galatea petit laſciva puella,” Vir, 
+ © Sparge, marite, nuces.“ Vinc, ; 
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this day, bear ſtrong marks of reſemblance to thoſe 
pictures of them which the antient Poets have left. 


Between fix and ſeven years ago, a man and a woman 
in this pariſh were preſented by the churchwardens in 
the ſpiritual court for fornication; and they both did 
public penance by ſtanding in the middle aile, during 
the time of divine ſervice, inveſted with white ſheets. 


If the diſcipline of the Church in this and in other 
reſpects were ſtrictly enforced, it might tend to give 
ſome check to that unbridled licentiouſneſs of manners 
which has of late pervaded our villages, and produced 
very melancholy effects. Modeſty and chaſtity are no 
longer the characteriſtics of the lower claſs of females 
the fine ſenſibilities of pure and genuine affection no 
longer warm the hearts of our ſhepherds and milk- 
maids; paſtoral innocence and rural ſimplicity are gone; 
reduction and conjugal infidelity bave polluted our cot- 
tages; and it is but ſeldom that the matrimonial union 
among labourers and ſervants is nowa- days preceded 
by virtuous attachment. Hence it is that we frequently 
ſee the bridegroom reluctantly dragged to the altar, 
guarded like a felon by the pariſh officers, and com- 
pelled to give his hand to a licentious and abandoned 
woman. 'Theſe and other evils, which are confeſſedly 
of modern growth, afford matter of very ſerious con- 
cern to the friends of religion and virtue. By ſome 
people they are in a great mcaſure attributed (with what 
juſtice I pretend not to determine) to the general 
adoption of the ſyſtem of incloſure, and the monopo- 
lizing of farms, which, in concurrence with the mul- 
tiplicity of taxes and the expences of houſe-keeping, 
have thrown heavy and almoſt inſuperable obſtacles in 
the way of matrimony among the inferior - claſſes. 
The practice of hiring ſervants at public ſtatutes, which 
prevails univerſally in Leiceſterſhire, is by many peo- 
ple ſtrongly condemned in a moral point of view, and 
I believe with reaſon, 

| A Sun- 
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A Sunday School was inſtituted in the pariſh of Clay- 
brook in 1786, which is (till liberally ſapported by the 
contributions of the pariſhioners; and ſeveral of the 
principal inhabitants of the pariſh, in the true ſpirit of 
Chriſtian benevolence, are unwearied in their endea- 
vours to promote the ends of this excellent inſtitution, 
by viſiting the ſchools in their turn, and aſſiſting the 
teachers; a plan which, if univerſally adopted, would 
be productive of the happieſt effects; for it is ſcarcely 
to be conceived, by thoſe who have not made the 
trial, how greatly the diligence of the children is 
quickened, and their emulation excited, by ſuch marks 
of attention from their ſuperiors, I am ſorry ro add, 
however, that in this, as well as in many other pariſhes, 
the good effects which might be expected to reſult from 
Sunday ſchools are counteracted by the bad examples 
which the children ſee at home. It is really impoſſible 
to reflect upon the conduct of many of the parents with- 
out feeling ſome degree of indignation at their depra- 
vity, inſenſibility, and ingratitude; together with the 
utmoſt pity and compaſſion for thoſe poor children who 
have had the misfortune to ſpring from ſuch wicked 
parents. It has been the writer's lot, hitherto, to live 
and labour among the poor; and he can ſpeak feelingly 
upon this ſubje& from his own Knowledge; he hath 
often witneſſed ſuch ſcenes between huſbands and wives, 
parents and children, as have filled him with horror aud 
extreme compaſſion, Alas! how many poor children, 
who might otherwile have lived in comfort and died in 
peace, are brought up amidſt a continual ſcene of profane 
living, oaths, lies, pitfering, drunkennels, obſcenity, and 
ſtorms of paſſion; and live and die as their parents have 
done! To fave children of that detcription from tem- 
poral miſery, and everlaſting ruin, is one great end 
which Sunday ſchools have in view; and, theretore, 
ſurely they claim the countenance and ſupport of every 
good citizen, and good Chriſtian, 1 have oblerved in 
this pariſh, and I belicre it is the caſe in moſt other pa- 
riſhes, that the children of the labouring poor, I mcan 
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of thoſe who are employed in agriculture, are more re- 
gular in their attendance on the Sunday ſchool, and 
appe-r better cloathed, than the children of the manu- 
facturing poor, though doubtleſs there are exceptions 
from this rule. There are ſeveral children of boch de- 
ſcriptions who are generally in too ragged a condition to 
be fit to muke their appearance at church; and this is 
owing entirely to the idleneſs, and, ſtrange to ſay, ex- 
travagance oi their parents, who, by induſtry, and by 
regular ſavings, either from what the children earn, or 
from the produce of their own Jabour, might contrive 
to keep them whole and comfortable as to the article of 
cloathing; but the fact is, that many of the poor, truſt- 
ing to pariſh relief, lay out che whole of their income 
in the gratification of their ſenſual appetites; leaving 
their children to be cloathed by the overſeers, they have 
po other concern but to think what they ſhall eat, and 
what they ſhall drink; and, after they are cloathed at 
the expence of the pariſh, they never take the trouble 
of kceping the cloaths in proper repair. Indeed, the 
caſe-of the poor is now become a very ſerious evil, and, 
in many places, the rates for their ſupport are a burden 
upon the farmers almoſt too grievous to be borne. 


At the primary viſitation of the late Biſhop of Lin- 
coln in 1781, upwards of 120 perſons were confirmed 
from the pariſh of Claybrock. Among the candidates 
for confirmation on that occaſion appeared old - Thomas 
Parnell, who died about two years ſince, aged 92. At 
the primary viſiiation of our preſent worthy and much 
reſpected Dioceſan in 1788, there appeared 146 candi- 
dates for confirmation from this pariſh. 


I have already obſerved that there are very few Diſ- 
ſenters from the church of England in the pariſh of 
Claybrook; they are chiefly confined to the village of 
Ulleſthorpe, and are connected with a congregation of the 
Independent perſuaſion at Lutterworth, who are under 
the paſtoral care of the Rev. Mr. Grundy. That claſs 
of Diſſenters, who call themſelves General Baptiſts, have 

made 
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made conſiderable progreſs in Leiceſterſhire within 
theſe few years, and have gained a few proſelytes in 
this pariſh from among the loweſt and moſt ignorant part 
of the people. I have underitood that the appellation 
of General Baptiſts is given to them from their holding 
the doctrines of Armiaius, ou ſome controverted points, 
in oppoſition to the Particular Baptiſts, who are rigid 
Calviniſts, But, however widely they may differ in 
ſome points, both parties, at leaſt in this neighbourhood, 
make very near approaches to one another in fanaticiſm 
and nonſenſe; 


«Tis the ſame rope at different ends they twiſt, 
4% To Dullneſs Ridpath is as dear as Milt.” 


Both parties, as far as I have had occaſion to know 
their principles, agree in maintaining that an internal 
call to the miniſtry ſuperſedes the neceſſity of ſtudy and 
learning, as previous qualifications. Accordingly we ſee 
their pulpits filled by low-bred and illirerate perſons; 
and unfortunately this pariſh has not been entirely free 
from ſymptoms of that ſort of ſpiritual madneſs. Theſe 
are they which creep into houſes, and lead captive filly 
women; theſe are they who decry the regular modes of 


education, whether in univerſnies or diſſentiug acade-' 


mies, becauſe forſooth the inſpired Apoſt es were illi— 
terate like themſelves, and who, with all the effrontery 
of empiriciſm, preſcribe the panacea of immerſion to 
their weak and deluded patients. It is but juſtice, however, 
to add, that many of thoſe miſguided ent uſiaſts lead 
ſober and virtuous lives ; and, where the heart appears 
to be right, a little wrongnels in the head may more 
readily be pardoned; a good life may well atone for 
ſome freaks of enthuſiaſm ; and I muit contets that tine 
converts, whom the Anabapriſts have made among the 
poor in this neighbourhood, are become, in conſequence, 
| better members of the community than they were he- 
fore, better huſbands and parents, more peaceable 
neighbours, and in their own perſons mare ſober, chalie, 
and temperate, 
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The writer cannot conclude this account of a pariſh, 
with which he has been happily connected for ſeveral 
years, without paying the worthy inhabitants that tri- 
bure of praiſe to which they are juſtly entitled for their 
ſtrict attention to the duties of religion; and he is 
happy, at the ſame time, to have this opportunity of 
expreſſing his gratitude for the kind regards which 
they have ſhewn him, and his cordial wiſhes for their 
temporal and eternal happineſs, A.M. : 
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P. 9. The following note, from a MS. in the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum, is a confirmation of what is cited from Burton: 

* Mem. That the manor of Claybrook, in the county 
of Leiceſter, was bought by George Turpin, eſq. of Thomas 
Lucey, eſq. of Charlecote, in the county of Warwick, in the 
laſt year of the reign of Queen Mary *,” 


P. 32. The conjecture on the alliance of the Bradgates and 
Faunts is confirmed by a pedigree among the Harleian MSS, 
N“ 1471, p. 110; where it appears that Richard Bradgate, 
eſq. of an ancient family at Little Peatling and Bruntingthorp, 
had ſeven ſons; of whom, 

Richard. the fourth ſon, born March ?, 1590, ſettled at Ul- 
leſthorp where he died in 1655, and was buried in the 
chancel of Claybrook church. His only fon, Richard, 
married Barbara, dau hter of Henry Faunt ot Claybrook, 
elq. by whom hie had William, Kichard, Henry, and Barbara, 

Jervas Bradgate (he fifth ſon, born Jan. 16, 1591,) mar- 
Tied Joan Sandeiſon of Great Peatling, by whom he had 
four ſons; the ſecond of which, Thomas Bradgate, born in 
1624, was a counſellor at law, and is mentioned in p. 32. 
He marricd Frances, his firſt coutin, the only child of 

Chriſtopher :radgate (ſeventh ſon to Richard Bradgate, of 
Little Peatling), born Sept 29, 1594 ; who ſettled alſo at 
Ulicſtiorp, and acquired ſome property there, which de- 
ſcended to his dau. hter. 

Anne, one of. the daughters of Jervas Bradgate, married 
Ralph Winterton of Wibtoft, 


P. 126. Anthony Faunt. cfq. of Little Claybrook, occurs 
in 1631 as a truſtee in a tamily ſettlement of Henry Turvile, 
#ſq. of Aſton-Flamvile. 


Harl. MSS, No 1431, 
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and printed for CHARLES DILLY, in the Poultry, 


. I. Eſſays on various Subjects of Taſte and Criticiſm, 
vo. 28. 


II. Two Diſcourſes on Sovereign Power and Liberty of 
Conſcience. Tranſlated from the Latin of Profeſſor Noodt, 
with Notes and Illuſtrations. 8vo. gs. 
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New BOOKS lately publiſhed by CHARLES DILLY, 


I. The HisTory and AnTiqQuiTIEs of H1iNCKLEY, in the 
County of LeicesTER; including the Hamlets of Srokk, 
DapLinGToN, WyKkin, and Tux Hype. With a large 
APPENDIX, containing, Some Particulars of the ancient 
Abbey of LIR A in Normandy; Aſtronomical Remarks, 
adapted to the Meridian of HixeKLEy ; and Biographical 
Memoirs of ſeveral Perſons of Eminence, By J. NicuoLs. 
Embelliſhed with Thirteen Plates. Price 7s. 6d. ſewed. - 


II. The Hiſtory and Antiquities of AsTon FLamviLsz and 
BuxBAacH, including the Hamlets of SkeTCHLEY and 
SMocKINGTON, and the Granges of LEictsTER and 
Hor Es rod, inthe Counties of Leiceſter and Warwick. With 
a further Appendix to the Hiſtory of HixckLEy;; and very 
copious Genealogical and Biographical Collections for the 
County of Leiceſter at large. By J. NIichors. Adorned 
with Sixteen Plates. Price gs. ſewed. 


III. Corrections towards the HisToRy and ANnTiqQUI- 
Tits of the Town and County of LEicesTER. With 
Nineteen Flates. Price 158. ſewed. 


IV. Additional Collections for LE1cesTERSHIRE, With 
Forty Plates. Price 11. 11s. 6d. in Boards. 


V. Novuu TESTAMENTUM GR &cuMn, ad Fidem Græ- 
corum ſolum Codicum MSS. expreſſum, adſtipulante Joanne 
Jacobo Wetſtenio: Juxta Sectiones Jo. Alberti Bengelii 
diviſum; et nova Interpunctione ſæpius illuſtratum. [Revi- 
ſed by Dr. Owen and J. NIcHoOoLs.] Price 11. 1s. in Boards. 
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New BOOKS fold by C. DILLY, 


VI. MisceELLAxNEovus TRACTS, by the late WILLIAM 
Bowyer, Printer, F. S. A. and ſeveral of his Learned 
Friends; including Letters, on Literary Subjects, by Mr. 
MARKLAND, Mr. CLARKE, &c. &c. collected, and illu- 
ſtrated with Notes, by J. NicyoLs. Quarto, Price 11. is. 
in Boards. 

VII. Biographical Anecdotes of Wiitiam HocaRTH ; 
with a Catalogue of his Works chronologically arranged ; 


and Occaſional Remarks. By J. Nichols. The Third 


Edition, corrected, and greatly enlarged. Octavo, Price 6s, 
in Boards. ; 

VII. A SELECT COLLECTION OF POEMS. With 
Notes, biographical and Hiſtorical, by J. NIichols. Em- 
belliſhed with Portraits of Dzxvoen, Temere, King, 
STEELE, ATTERBURY, DuxcoMBe, CLEIVELAND, and 
SPENCE, elegantly engraven by Basire, Cook, and Col 
LYER. In Eight Volumes, ſmall 8vo; printed uniformly 
with the late elegant Edition of the ENGLISH PotTs.— 
They are alſo a proper Companion to the Collections formed 
by LopsLEy and PEArCH. 

IX. A cheap and complete Edition of SWIFT'S WORKS, 
in XX VII Volumes Eighteens. Price 11. 11s. 6d. in Sheets. 

X. ASU*rLEMENT' to SWIFT'S WORKS; colle&- 


ed by J. Nichols; and printed in various Sizes, fo as to 


ſuit all i. ditions. 

Xl. Ihe EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE of 
SIR RICHARD STEELE. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Price 6s. in 
Boards. The Firſt Volume is wholly Original, conſiſting 
of CCCLXXXIV Letters, addreſſed principally to Mrs. 
Mary SCURLCCK, afterwards LADY STEELE, and her 
Two Daughters. — The Second Volume is a regular Series of 
STEELE'S 1.ctters to his numerous Friends and Patrons, 
which are now for the firit Time collected. The Whole il- 
luſtrated with Literary and Hiſtorical Notes, by J. N:cnors. 

XII. The Works in Verſe and Proſe of Leonann Wer. 
STED, Eſq. ſome time Clerk in Ordinary at the Office of 
Ordnance in the Tower. Now firſt colletcd, with Hiſtorical 
Notes, and Biographical Memoirs of the Author, by J. 
Nichols. Svo. Frice 6s. in Boards. 

XIII. EBRIsu iorocRarny: or, An Hiſtorical Account 
of what has been done for illuſtrating the Topographical 
Antiquities of Great-Britain and treland, By RicHary 
GovcH, Eſq. Director of the Society of Antiquaries, and 
F. K. 8. The Second Edition. Io Volumes, Quarto, 
Price 21. 128. 6d. in boards. 
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New BOOKS fold by c. DILLY. 
XIV. Un Eleven Volumes, Crown Ottavo, Price 3l. 175, 
in Boards. 

The PLAYS and POEMS of WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 
Collated vrrbatim with the moſt authentic Copies, and 

reviſed: with the Corrections and Illuſtrations of various 

Commentators ; to which are added Notes, 

By EDMOND MALONE. | 

- Together with various Prefatory Matters ; Rowe's Life 

of Shakſpeare, confiderably augmented ; an Eſſay on the 

Chronological Order of his Plays; an Eſſay relative to 

Shakſpeare, Jonſon, and Ford; a Diſſertation on the 

Three Parts of King Henry VI.; an Hiſtorical Account of 

the Engliſn Stage; of the Economy and Uſages of our 

ancient 1 heatres, and of the original Actors in Shak- 
ſpeare's Plays; a Gloſſarial Index; a new Far ſimile of 

Shakſpeare's Hand- writing; a Vicw of his Houſe in Strat- 

ford-upon-Avon ; and Portraits, from original Pictures, 

of Shakfpeare, Henry Earl of Southampton, Dr. Johnſon, 

Dr. Farmer, Thomas Tyrwhitt, Eſq. Thomas Edwards, 

Efq. Mr. John Lowin, Comedian, &c. &c. 

XV. An Edition of SHAKSVEARE, corrected from the 
Text of Mr. MAarovwe's Edition, with ſhort explanatory 
Notes, In ſeven vols. 12mo. Price 11. 4s. 6d. in boards. 

XVI. Price One Guinea and a Half, ſewed. 
LIBER KEGIS, ver. THESAURUS RERUM 
ECCLESIASTICARUM, 

By JOHN BACON, Eſq. Recciver of the Firſt Fruits. 


With an AprENDIx, containing proper Directions and 
Precedents relating to Prefentations, Inftitutions, lu- 


ductions, Diſpentations, &c. and an Alphabetical Index 
XVII. I. Sixteen Volumes, Octaus, Price 44. 165. in Boards, 

The TATLER, SPECTATOR, GUARDIAN, 
WHIG EXAMINER, MEDLEY, LOVER, READER, 
TOWN-TALK, FISHPOOL, PLEBEIAN, OLD 
WIG, PATRICIAN, and SPINSTER, by Sr 
Ricyand STEELE, Mr. Appisox, and their FRIENDS. 
With NoT+s and ILLUsTRATIONS + 

The TATLER, 1509—1710, may be had ſeparately, 
in Four Volumes. 

The SPECTTATOR, 17911—1714, in Eight Volumes, 

The GUARDIAN, 1713, in 1 wo Volumes. 

The WHIG EXAMINER, MEDLEY, LOVER, and 
READER, 1710—1714, in One Volume. 

The TOWN-TALK, FISH-POOL, PLEBEIAN, 
OLD WHIG, PATRICIAN, SPINSTER, &c, 171,— 
1719, in Une Volume. 
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The BIBLIOTHECA TOPOGRAPHICA BRITANNICA; with 
General Title-pages, Contents, and Directions to the Binder, may now 
be had complete, in Eight Volumes, 4to, Price 131. 138. ia Boards; or 
any Number ſeparately; viz. . 


1. Rowt-Mores's Hiſtory of TUNSTALL. Price 38. 

2. RELIQUiX GALEANA, in Three Parts, 158. 

3. Hiſtory and Antiquities of ABERDEEN, 58. 

4. Memoirs of St. Joun HaWwKwooD. 28. 

5. DUCAREL's Hiſtory of St. KATHARINE's near the Tower, 108. 6d. 

6. ThorÞPE's Antiquities in KENT, Two Parts. Cs. 

7. NicfoLs's Hiſtory of HINCKLEY, STOKE, and DADLINGTON, 23. 6d; 

8. Collections rowarde the Hiſtory of BLDFORDSHIRE, GB, 1 

9. Hiſtory ot HOLYHEAD. 15. 6d. 

10. Hiſtory of STOKE NEWING TON, 28. 6d. 

11, GouGH's Hiſtory of CROY LAND. 75. 6d. 

12. DUCAREL's Hiſtory of CROYDON. 75. 6d. 

13. Hiſtory of GREAT COxWELL, Berks. 28. (d. 

14. Additions to the Hiſtory of STOKE NEWINGTON. 6d, 

15, Kxttacts from the MS. Journal of Sir StwonDs DEWES. 3%. 

16. Rowe-Mores's Collections for BERKSHIRE. 58. 

17. Extracts from the Black Book of Warwick, &c. 18. 6d. 

18. DUNCoMBE's Hiſtory of RECULVER and HERNE. 55. 

19. Additions to the Memoirs of Sir Joan HAWKwWoOOD. (d. 

20, Hiſtory of the GENTLEMEN'S SOCIETY at SPALDING, 55. 

21, PEGG#'s Hillory of ECCLESHALL CASTLE. 18. 

22, ES$ex's Obſervations on CROYLAND ABBEY. 15. 6d. 

23- Sir JOHN CULLUM's Hiſtory of HaAwsTED. 98. 

24. PEGGE on the RoMAN Roos, and on the CORILTANI. 18. 6d. 

28. PECGE on the TExTUs KOFPENS1sS, on the Es TO RS, &c, 18. 6d. 

26, Collections rowards the Hiſtory of BEDFORDSHIRE continued, 18. 

27. DUCAREL's Hiſtory and Antiquities of LaMBETH PALaCE. 93. 

26. DUCAREL's Account of SUFFRAGAN BISsHors in ENGLAND. 2. 

29. Cooper's Hiſtorical Account of the Pariſh of WrIMMINGTON, 18. 6d. 

39, DUNCoOMBE's Hiſtory of the Archiepiſcopal Hoſpitals, Canterbury, 103. 6d. 
;1, GoUGH's Genealogical View of the Family of OLIVER CROMWELL. 25. 6d. 
12, PEGGE and ROOKE's Hiſtory and Antiquitiecsof BoLSOVER and Peak Caftles, 38, 
. DOUGLAS's Two Diſſertations on the Braſs Inſtruments called CEKLrs. 35. bd. 
34. Biographical Anecdotes ot the Rev. JohN HUTCHINS, M. A. 1s. 

5 Archbiſhop SHaRPE's Obſervations on the Coinage of England, &c. 38. 6d. 
16. Earl of BUCHAN on the Progreſs of the ROMAN ARMY in SCOTLAND, &c. 33. 
7. GirFFORD's Hiſtorical Deſcription of the ZETLAND ISLANDS. 6s. 

. Hiſtory and Antiquities of BARNWELL ABBEY andof STU&BRIDGE FAlR, 63. 
19. Hillory and Antiquities of LAMBETH Pariſh. 105 6d. 

>. Hiſtory and Antiquities of the Town, College, and Caſtle of FOTHERINGAY. 44. 

i, PEGGE's Sylloge of lnicriptica: in Zoaghſh Churches. 128. 

. Continuation of Kentiſh Antiquities, by Mr. LYoN and others, 38. 

. NIcHors's Hiltory and Anuquiies of Aſtoen-Flamvile, Burbach, &c, gs. 

- CoorER's Riftorical Account of ODELL, in Bedfordſhire. 18. 6d. 

;. Continuation of Kentiſh Antiquities, by Mr. PRIDDEN, Mr. DzNNE, &c. 38. 6d. 

Appendix toCROY DON; Manerial Houſes of Archbilhops of Canterbury, &c. 38.60. 

. Hiſtory of ST. RULES; Deſcription of the Scotith Regalis, &c. &c. 28. 

. THORKELIN'S FRAGMENTS of ENGLISH and Ils HISTORY. 6%. 

. NicHouis's Hillory and Antiquities of CANSON BURY. 3s. | 
Collections towards the Hiſtory of LEICESTERSHIRE, 159, 
— — Additional Collections tor LEICESTERSHIRE, il. 115, 6d, 
Coliections towards the Hiſtery of E@MESWELL, &c, 28. 6d. 
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Preparing for the Preſs, in N uuo handſome Folio Volumes, 


The His rox v and AnTrquiTIts of LEICESTERSHIRE ; 


Compiled from the moſt antient and beſt Hiſtorians ; Inquiſitiones poſt 
Mortem, and other valuable Records, in the TowER. RoLLs, Excur- 

UER, and AUGMENTATION-OFFICES ; the Regiſters of the Dioceſe 
of LINCOLN; the Chartularies and Res iſters of Religions Houſes ; the 
BRIT Isa MUSEUM, the Libraries at OxFoRD and CAMBRIDGE, and 
other public and private Repoſitories ; inciuding the SubRance of what has 
been already written on the County, by LELAND, Camnen, Buero, 
&c. ; the entire Collections of the late Sir THomas CAVE, Bart. Tuo. 
STAVELEY, Eſq. Mr. W. STAVELEY, Mr. H. BassETT, the Rev. 
Sam. CARTE, M. A. the Rev, Francis Peck, M A. and the Rev. 
RicuarD FARMER, D. D.; with Tranſcripts from Bux ros's inter- 
leaved Copy of his own Work, and from the Additions made to it by 
WALTER CHETWYND, Eſq. Mr.GascorGNneg, Mr. RoßERTFISsuHR, 
Bp. KEXNET, the Earl of OxrForD, HUMPH»EY WANLEY, Eq. 
PETER LE Neve, Eſq. T. MARTIN, EIN James WEST. Efq. the Rev. 
Epw. VERNON, D. D. ANDREW Col rEF DUuCARET, LL. D. &c. &c. 

A complete Copy of DouEs DAY Book for LEICES TER+HIRF, and 
a Tranſlation, will be given; with an accurate MAP of the CounTY. 
The NATURAL HisToky will be particularly attended to; and the 
whole Work arranged Alphabetically in the Ocder of the ſeveral Hun- 
dreds, and adorned with many Plates, 


By JOHN NICHOLS, F. S. A. Epqsn. & PerTH; 
and Printer to the RoYAL and ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETIES of Lob Dbox. 


% No Money will be required till the Book is niſhed at the Preſs * 
But Gentlemen who are diſpoſed to encourage the Undertaking will pleaſe 
to ſignify their Names to the *ED1iTOR, addreſſed to him in Red Lion 
Paſſage, Fleet-ſireet; or at Mr. ThROSBY's, High Croſs- h rect, Leiceſter. 

+4+ Mr. Nichols takes this Opportunity of making his grateful 
Acknowledgements for ſeveral judicious Remark3 which he has received 
on the Leiceſterſhire Collections“ already publiſhed ; and will be thank - 
ful for any further Corrections or Additions. Wiſhing to render his in- 
tended Hiſtory as complete as the Nature of ſuch a Work will permit, he 
earneſtly ſolicits the Aſſiſtance of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentlemen 
of LEICESTERSHIRE, by the Communication of Engravings of their Fa- 
mily Manſions; Drawings of Churches, Monuments, or any other re- 
markable Curioſities in Antiquity or Natural Hiſtory ; Pedigrees, Rentals 
of old Religious Houſes, ancient Deeds or Seals; and the Deſcent of Mane» 
rial Property from 1622 to the preſent Time, in which he particularly re- 
queſts the Afliftance of the Lords of the ſeveral Manors, and of the GEN - 
TLEMEN of the Law.—On the Subject of NATURAL HisToORY there 
is in this County a copious Ficld of Enquiry ; including the State of its 
Agriculture, the various Courſes of Huſbandry, the different Soils, &c. 
— To the CLERGY he has taken the Liberty to write Circular Letters 3 
and to them he looks forward with Confidence, to aſſiſt him with an Ac» 
count of the preſent State of POPULATION, and the Number of Housss 
in EACH PARISH; allo with Church Notes, Epitaphs, Inſcriptions on 
Bells, remarkable Entries in their Regiſters, Terricrs, intericaved Copies 
of BURTON, Tradeſmen's Tokens of Leiceſterſhire, &c. in any Mode 
that may appear moſt eligible to themſelves. And, to facilitate the 
Searches of any Clergyman who may not have had an Opportunity of 
ſeeing the Collections“ already printed, and is defirous of knowing 
what is {aid relative to his own Pariſh or its dependeut Chapels, a Copy 
of that particular Part of the Book ſhall be ſent, free of all Expence, to 
any Perſon he will pleaſe to mention, either in London, or at Leiceſter, 
Alhby - de - la- Zouch, Market Boſworth, Bottesford, Harborough, 
Hinckley, Loughborough, Lutterworth, or Meltun- Mowbray.—He begs 
leave allo to add, that whatever Communications may be made to Mr, 
THROSBY will be conſidered by J. NICHOLS as a Favour to himſelf. 
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